
•Hter or both of th«m •tranfM, polltletl'r ta lb* holM Into wblck ^V^rm
2?*h«mJ^M At nnv nt« we orotest ttrung y to their rewNtlng to the refer-

SSllS. M to^M uVbM «a Bn5S2.iltntlon.l devlw. Th^ people of thi. coua-

f!?^^ «J!^>it* mSumI renreMiitBtlTei to make their l«w». Thoee repr'-sen-

Sl^b«T2S^Wr^?o'?.h^Ttherw»htmpunlt,. be Permitted, to «« b«ck

oDordi^mob the tuie which hai been deJlberately committed to them at the pollt.

2Sd^e?tteya« well paid to perform. The plebiscite on one .pedal general

SriicSto^-t ttaer^ fnrtlflable or ex.«.al.le. "'V'-^Bh even that M«m.do«bt-

fni But the leferendnm. that la. the submission of a whole meaeure In aU lis

SStoflaforoOTlllM^ldwatlon. la neither. It Is virions In prlnclp e and could

2S?fMl toOT"mS?2fwfg in practice under our policy Us only conf''"^'e
"Jf.

5^d be at a anbtertnge for tlme^aervlng politicians. Those who w .mid resort to

U rttouM "eAf«e bS^ met with onmUtakable disapproval at the ve^ ootaet.

Thrpo Itlctana have only to take a manly and hon. st stand on this ""bject for

that matter to find solid' ground under their feet at once In "»/ P»
.f ^helr Jwn

Let them do this, or let the people trample thrm deeper In tho mire of th«r own

makl^ Mther thin permit, much less help, them to escape from It by still more

devious ways. (Opposition cheeis.)

Sir, there is a legal way. there |8 a conBtltutlonal way, there Is a

manly way. and the manly way must be the constitutional way and It

happens to be the legal way. too; it 1p the duty of the Cabinet, of any

British Government, to gauge the opinion of the people (Hear, hear, and Op-

position cheers.) that is the principal reason for their existence as a Cab-

inet. They are not to say, holding the position they do, responsible for

the legislation and government of the country: " We will not attempt to

decide upon matters of great moment, but leave them over to the people.

The instincts and traditions of British Cabinet Government under our

system are. that the Cabinet shall comprise a Committee of the Legislature,

that they shall be given the duty, not only the power, but the duty, of

framing necessary legislation for the people's representatives, a majority

of whom are presumedly at their backs. They have no other purpose un-

der our constitutional system, and It is their duty to decide whether or not

any important measures, such as the Manhood Suffrage question, questions

affecting educational matters, questions affecting municipal law. will be in

the interests of the people for whom such la'-.s are made. T say that is

why they exist, and there is no other reason for their exist nee under our

constituUonal system, and they are not to say to the people: " Take a vote

and let us see what you are going to do in this matter.' As I said a mo-

ment ago. it is their duty to gauge the opinion of the people, and If they

nnd they have gauged the opinion of the peopie properly, they will be

sustained by the people, and if they find the opposite, they will be con-

demned by the people. (Opposition cheers.) Thus in that way, and In that

way only, the British constii tional sjstem of Cabinet Government can be

worked out successfully to sue which will please the people of the Prov-

ince of Ontario. (Opposltlo. :!rs.)

TiiB MANLY COURSE.

Let us see what would happen if the Government chose to take this man-

ly and constitutional way. A great deal has been said and I agree with it,

on the necessity, not the propriety merely, but on the absolute necessity,

because experience has shown It, of having a larpe majority of public opin-

ion behind any proposed measure of this kind. Sir, I entirely agree w:ith

that for many reasons, none of which I will waste your time by attempting

to detail here to-night, because everybody is more or less familiar with

them. But let r.s see what would happen if the Government chose to take

the constitutional way of doing things. This large majority of the people,

which we all agree is necessary, honorabl-^ gentlemen say should be found

by means of this so-called referendum, and the majority they are going to

be content with is a maj >rlty of one over half the votes polled at a gen-

tral election I do not understand that. Mr. Speaker, to be a very large ma-

jority. But ppose for a moment that hoiorable gentlemen opposite had
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