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had been the keynote of her father's character; his death

had been a fitting symbol of his overweenmj desire to

pursue that phantom.

After enlarging upon the causes of the tragedy, she

took up the matter of the refusal to listen to necessary

explanations which had had so much to do with her

separation from her husband.

Hugh Noland't life wa* tacrificed because he could not go to you and talk to you of
neceiitry things, and I am determined that if you and I ever come together
again that neither of us shall be afraid to talk out anything in this whole world that is

of interest to us both. Hugh and I would have been so glad to go to you and ask you
to let him be taken away, or to have asked you to help us to higher living till he was
well enough to go. I need hardly tell you that we both recognized that it was wronging
you for him to stay on in the house after we discovered that we loved each other. Hugh
planned to go, and then came the accident, and we were helpless. At last, in order not
to defeat me when he saw that I was trying to overcome the fault in myself, he thought
it necessary to die so that I should be free. You know, John dear, I should never try

to live with you again unless I could tell you anythini and know that you'd listen and
be fair, even to my love for another man. There you have me as I am. If you don't
want me, don't take me; 'jut at least you are not deceived about the kind of woman you
are going to live with this time.

Then Elizabeth pointed out to him how he had refused

to read Hugh's innocent letter, and then went on to con-

sider affairs between herself and John.

You will probably remember also that when we were talking over the coming of our
second child live years ago you said that I was foolish to be disturbed about it— that
if I had not had the wherewithal to feed and clothe it I might have had good cause for
complaint, but otherwise not. That is another matter we must settle before we reopen
life together. Mere food and clothes are but a part of a child's natural and proper
rights of inheritance. My future children — and I hope I shall have more than the
one I have now— must be prepared for earnestly and rightly. We are better prepared
to have childien now than when we were younger, but if we wish the best from our
children, we must give the best to their beginnings as well as to their upbringings, and
you and I would, I am sure, come much closer to each other and begin to understand
each other much better after adopting such a policy. When we were married our
love would not permit us to exact conditions, but I have learned to love you and myself
enough to wish to consider all the conditions of which I have been speaking before we
begin to live together again.

Years ago I was glibly willing to advise my mother to get a divorce— for her I am not


