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110 course left bnt to resign, which it did, after re-

maining in power for two days. The Governor then
called upon Mr. Cartier, leader of the Lower Can-
ada majority, to form a Cabinet, which, with the

aid ».
P John A. Macdonald, was speedily done. This

Cal)inet included .Ji.l.n A. Macdonald, Cartier,

Alexander T. (Jalt, and others. Taking advantage of

a provision in the statutes of 1857 that where a nieiii-

l)( r of a Cabinet resigned his office, and witiiin one
month afterwards accepted another office in the gov-

ernment, he should not there1)y vncate his seat, ti\e

Ministers, by a simple changing of positions, com-
plied wiMi the law and did not go back for re-elec-

tion. The courts upheld the Cabinet, but the pro-

vision in the Act, which should never have l)een en-

acted, was soon afterwards repealed. Tliis "douljie

sliufTie", as it was termed, did much to intensify

the feeling between the parties. The census of 18G1
showed a difference of 300,000 in population in

favour of Upper Canada, and the cry for represen-
tation by population—"Rep by Pop"—grew louder
than ever. Parties became so evenly balanced that
a change of a few votes in the Assembly meant a
cliange of government. Tims, in three yeai-s four
Ministries had been defeated, and two general elec-

tions had failed to ease the strain.

Under such conditions Ministers spent their ener-
gies in efforts to strengthen their political positions.

Corruption flourished, and public business was at a
standstill. Repeated changes of Cabinets had been
tried, dissolutions of Parliament had been resorted
to, every constitutional specific had been tested, but
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