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boundaries extending along ours for 4,000
miles — why, of course, it must exercise
a most ).rof(.uii(l influence upon the future
commerc.:il destiny of this country 1might characterize it even more strongly
than 1 have done. Jt has been said, thatthey can lower their tariff and change
our trade routes. Perliajis they can ac-
complish something of that kind, but Iwant to ask you, Mr. Chairman, whether
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'''*"-' ^'"' "^ ^" combine withthem for that purpose.' Are we wise to
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t'>''r';««ioMs to them for that pur-pose; Wider markets is the cry of theMinister of Finance. If the national issue

is to be absolutely disregarded and vouare to jmsh the argument of wider mar-
kets to Its logical, and, I believe, its in-
evitable conclusion, what will it lead vouto? Jt will lead you to comjdcte free
trade and absolute commercial union withthe United States.

"That Path Has Only One Termination."

^y ''on- friend the Minister of Agri-
culture (Mr. Fisher) smiles at that sug-
gestion. I do not know whether he smiles
at the argument or in approval of the
suggested ultimate destiny. But I would
like to say to him that if it is good toseek wider markets, from which the rest
of the empire is excluded, in the United
States of America, why not have still^der and wider markets in the United
States of America from which the rest of
the empire will be e.xcluded? That pathhas only one termination, and that is ab-
solute commercial union with the United

f^nl? "t
^^"''?'"'\ There cannot be much

tlonbt, I think, about what that wouldmean.

"The Parting of the Ways."
The Tresideut of the United States,

in his message, on i)age 6, used verv si"-
ntficant words. Speaking of the peopTe
Of the Dominion, he said: 'Thev are atthe parting of the wavs.' They are atthe parting of the way.s! I think the pec-
pie of Canada have indeed come to theparting of the wavs, and that the issue of
infinite gravity which is presented to them
at the present time is whether thev will

f,^!!!!"^ '?, ^^^ '^"'^ °^ "at'on huilding,
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'"''*' *'^*'" engaged duringthe past forty years, whether thev will

maintain their own markets as they havemamtamed them during the past forty
years, whether they will preserve the au-tonomy of this country as they have pre-s«ry^ ,t during the past fortV years,'^ or
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^•'^y,^'" ""do the work which

whii fw °* confederation began, andWhich their sons have been carrying out
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Vioy luces will continue totrade with each other and with the

mother country as in the past: or whe-

tra'de^'utrHl
'""P*' British'^ Coiumbirtotrade with the state of Washington, tte

west ffT'"'? '° ^'"^'^ ^'th the midSe
Yo k' ^nd P" *°,*''"*'' ^'^^ Ohio, Newiork and Pennsylvania, and (Quebec and
NeV"v"V"". I'^o^'n^--^ to trade with "eAew England states. If that issue is notpresented to the parliament of Canada bythese proposals then I certainly have ut^e y mistaken thoir purport and n?ean.

What a ZoUverein Means.
A book came into my hands only a few

So vfs?ted Vnl^,""? ^>' '^ «^"tlemanwno \isited Cahada about seven yearsago-Mr. (ieoffrey Drage. 1 quote theopinion of a German authority^nnd pui,icist from page 68 of this b^ook ^M^

von'sch'u,l"r*" ^''^I'l-'^io" "f Professo;

work wh- f , '*r""'*'' contained in awork which he has written on British impenalism and English free tra.le and le
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Ihen Mr. Drage goes on to speak ofcommercial union in these words-

Why Americans Desire Reciprocity.
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piott-ttS'j^^/^-3^
ber of this House. Perhaps -Ttm^^J^h:
well that I should quote one otwo^worSsfrom his opinion in this connecti^^
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our

nlf ha«

capital on ranadiai. sSil, enmloyinJ r^l^I^''^"workmen to supply trade
""^"^^ '"^ Canadian

Canadian Trade for American Porta.
And so on. The result of that arffumentand indeed, the scope of many of th^Sdules brought down to this ^arli.amenri^

to hand Canadian natural products over ^othe United States producers with a mini^


