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I mizht eay that I understend the Anericea nezotiantors
were anxious to secure a very oonsidereble reduction,not only on
alocks hut on nany other articles,and thet 1t was heving in mind
the revresentations I had made that our representatives refused
absolutely to consider a reduction beyond 2 I/2 per cent,vwhich
they felt,leaving a protection of 27 T/a ner cont,could not prove
sorious ,or night he nade up in sone other way.

I have taken adventage of what has heen seid to me in this
connaction to ask Ir.Fielding end ir.Paterson to use their in-
fluence with the other linisters to secure you e larpge share of
Gover.ment siness,and {f any sacrifice ia to he nade by the tari??,
to meke this mood,so0 “ar as poseible,hy having orders placed with
Cenadian nemufect:ring firme entirely and to the exclusion of any
others. Dr.Pugeley,the Hiniater of Public VWorks,and !Ir.Grahen,
Hinister of Reilways and Canale,have elreedy nromiesed me to help
toward this endi. I have reneatedly snoken to them on your beheal?.
and they have nade proniees. The present eituetion has helped to
inprese them nore strongly then ever before,vith the desirability
and necessity of meeting ny wishes

The first time I am up I shall see you and discuss the
whole nmatter fully. I an sure when you know all cirocumetances,
vou will believe that in no sense wes your indusiry singled out.
That I would never have permitted one way or the other,nor has
therebeen eny lack of zealous guarding of your interests on nmy
part,nor will there be in the future. Tou mey count on my doing
everything that is possible to sce that your industry does not
suffer one wey or the other.

Hight T ask thet you would pleese regard this lotter ae
striotly confidential. I have tried to o es far in explenation
es I can preverly go,heing & member of the Jabinet,hut I would not
have written even so fully had I not felt sure that in esking you
to keen vhet I heve eaid strictly to yourself,you would not
hesitate to do so. ’

Tith kindest regards,
Bslieve nme,always,
Arthur Pequegnat Esq., Yours very sincerely,
Pequesmat Clock Co.,
Berlin ,Ont .
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