Who needs Sting anyway?

By SUZAN BUTYN

Imagine sitting in a pub, toasting
freedom with your friends and sud-
denly being hauled away and ar-
rested. This is the message York
Amnesty International (YAI) wants
to send out to students: appreciate
your human rights.

YAI's benefit concern, “‘Sting
Couldn’t Make It (But Who Cares
Anyway?),” will help finance on-
campus Human Rights education.
The benefit features four Canadian
independent bands — Baby Judas,
The Sofa Kings, Itsa Skitsa, and The
Plastercine Replicas. The event will
take place Friday, October 21 at
Founders Dining Hall at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $6 in advance and $8 at
the door.

YAI hopes 350 people will attend
the show. All proceeds will be used
to promote this year’s ‘“Human
Rights Now™ theme. Door profits
will be made possible since the CYSF,
Founders College, Red She Said
Productions, and CHRY are covering
operational expenses. Also, the four
bands are donating their time.

The York Chapter will stress the
theme through educational tools,
including seminars, forums, and
films. “It is crucial,” YAI Director
Victoria Bowman empbhasizes, *‘that
students understand the privilege of
being able to think freely.”

Fundamental to the organization
is the belief that the “importance of
public opinion cannot be underesti-
mated” in the international arena.

York’s very own Human Rights Now concert will be held on October

21 in Founders Dining Hall, 8 p.m.

Amnesty International works to free
prisoners of conscience who do not
use or advocate violence. Bowman
stresses, ‘“‘If a prisoner of conscience
has committed violence, it doesn’t
mean we don’t support them, but it
means we can’t work for their imme-
diate release because they can now
be charged with criminal acts. It is
equally important that Amnesty
International not be accused of sup-
porting terrorists.”

The organization’s beauty, Bow-

man says, is in its simplicity. “The
effectiveness of Amnesty Interna-
tional is in its narrow mandate — the
publicity of Human Rights abuses,
the same rights that were guaranteed
in the United Nations’ Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, char-
tered on December 10, 1948.”

York Amnesty International has
150 registered volunteers. If you
would like to become involved, con-
tact Victoria Bowman, 120 Found-
ers College, at 739-1892.

Authors speak out at fest

By LORRAYNE C. ANTHONY

“Women, words and the world,” an
interview with four distinguished
female authors, took place last week-
end as part of the International Fes-
tival of Authors.

Margaret Atwood, Jan Morris,
Nayantara Sahgal, and Marta Tik-
kanen were interviewed by Canadian
journalist Susan Crean, who focused
the discussion on life as a female
writer.

When asked how they felt about
being part of a panel made up of
women, Marta Tikkanen replied,
“Irritated”” Could you imagine an
interview entitled, ‘Men, Words and
the World’?”

Nayantara Sahgal, born in India
and educated in the United States,
writes about Indian people and polit-
ics from a novelist and journalistic
perspective. She explained that
because Indian social structures are
rigid, women are thought of as their
husband’s property.

Sahgal said that writers do not
know the real India. They are of the
educated upper class, so they have
no concept of the people and their
suffering.

Marta Tikkanen, born and edu-

cated in Finland, hinted at the
danger that surrounded the publica-
tion of her novel, Manrape in 1975.
*“If the book had not been published
in Sweden, where the feminist
movement was stronger than in Fin-
land, I would not be here on this
stage.”

Manrape tells the story of a
woman who is raped, and then takes
revenge by raping her attacker. Pre-
pared to pay for her crime, she con-
fesses to the police, who ridicule her
because,in their opinion,a man can-
not be raped.

Tikkanen believes that the first
phase of feminist writing is over. In
the past, women were concerned
with “‘what” the issues were — they
tried to get their messages to trans-
cend gender. Now, according to
Tikkanen, women are interested in
expressing themselves with new
words. “We are going out into the
wilderness, where there are no paths
for us to follow,” she said.

Crean tried to coax the ever-
popular Atwood into discussing her
new novel, Cat’s Eye, but Atwood
was more interested in Canadian
female writers, saying that there are
no overt barriers that they
encounter,

She reminisced about her last
teaching position, at York, where
she and her class discussed adjectives
used to describe writers. Male wri-
ters who had political opinions are
“men with political opinions,” while
female writers were labelled *“‘opin-
ionated.” Women who wrote well
“transcended their sex,” and women
who did not write well “wrote like
housewives.”

Morris, one of the most talked-
about travel writers, provided a ligh-
ter side to the interview. Morris, who
had a sex change operation, said that
in England, being a respected writer
is a matter of class, not sex. “*As long
as you are educated and of the upper
class, it doesn’t matter what sex you
are. . . probably because they are so
under-sexed themselves.” She added
that there are actually advantages to
being a female journalist. “Nobody
thinks a woman is threatening, so
men are nice to you.”

*“Yes, they may be nice to you, but
they still rape you,” Tikkanen
interrupted.

The International Festival of
Authors runs to October 22. For
more information about the festival
phone 973-3000.

Start on
the path of a
professional
management

career with
a York BBA

As Canada's largest graduate
management school, York University's
Faculty of Administrative Studies offers

many more alternatives in course selection.
This means an even wider choice of career
becomes available to you.

BBA Information Sessions

Come and meet us to talk about career possibilities in man-
agement, entrance requirements, and what life is like in
York’s professional business school.

TUESDAY, OCT. 25
anytime from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.
Room 033, Administrative Studies Building

Or contact: Student Affairs Office,
Faculty of Administrative Studies

YORK UNIVERSITY

North York (Toronto), Ontario M3J 1P3
Telephone (416) 736-5060

PRACTICE SAFE BUSINESS

ALL THE BENEFITS . . . WITHOUT THE RISK

Ina plce called Mysfic,
six people are searching for
the perfect romance.

® $7,000-$10,000 Profit
® Great Business Experience
® Satisfaction and Independence

® [ow, Low Operating Costs
® Thousands of Established Customers
® Extensive Support Systems
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THE STUDENT WINDOW CLEANING TEAM
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OPENS FRIDAY, OCT 21 :
AT SELECTED CINEPLEX
ODEON THEATRES

Applications and More Information Available at Your Placement Center
Attend Our On Campus Presentation - Thursday, Oct. 27, 4:30 - Rm 002 Admin Studies Bidg
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