
7Wbeth.r It b. -in stadidngupand
shouting for bis indlvidualltK.'lad1to Be
Gay, speaklng eut agàins discrimination
(Ra, A ainst Racism), or translating left-
wing poilticai sentiments ioa red hot icks
(PowerIn the Darlness), TmRobnson has
always been a dynamic figure on the
forefront of socal change.

So how depressing it isto seeRobinson
givlng up bope, descenidlng into qlem and
doom. "h s flot use to face the

future/Count te 20, dose your eyes," b.
suggests in,'Merrily Up on H-igb'ï a Peter
Gairiei/Tom Robinson claboration
predlcting nuclear decimation.

First Blood: ýthe
by Bilan Seibert

M~me they say, heuls ail wounds. Not
only wounds cf lost loves, but wounds of
lest wars as well. The gaping bole the
Vietnam war tore in i thé social fabriç- of
America is healing, and the-mcvi. First
Bloodf is not only an indication cf this, but a
salve, acolerating tdi. healing process. Q Is
the most récent of a growing number cf
catalysts being injected i nto Amerdcan
thetfa% eacb a stitcb repairing tbe rent in

tb aric; a fabric groWing ever more
kbaki in colour. Frst Bfood is one more sign
cf the. resurgence cf Amnerican militarism.

Tbe movie First Blood featuresSylvester Stallone as Jobn Ramtio, a Viet-
nam veteran who runs afoul of tbe Iaw in a
typikal r.ght wi*ng Americmn smali on

t is wbile beî rocessed -for in-
carceration that Ramb escapes the
clutches cf said taw, cloblbéring fîve or six
deputies'on the-Way et.By this timie one
bas al ready learned tbat he is an ex-soldier,
a Vietnam veteran. But following his
escape, one soon realizes that John Rambo
is also a veteran cf the Spe!cial Forces, or
Green Beret, and is more than at home in
the rug;ged mountain forests into which be
has taken refuge.

It is these rugged huIs tbat Rambo
demonstrates bis survival skills and training
in gerrilla tattics; training that ghes the.

la nforcement off icers a quickJesson in
bow the-hunter. may sudden ly become the
bunted. However, injected into tbese
scenes of a Vietnam veteran systematically
incapacitating bis pursuing posse, are
several scenaries bearin imessages: Rambostitches desed a terrib[e sa on bis arm,
Rambo's former C.O. arrives te belp bim,
and Rambo spares a young boy iwho is
bunting bim.

The scene in whicb Rambe stitcbes up
the wound on bis arm is symbolic of the
effort Amnercns must make in order te
repair the. damage incurred by tbe war. The
wounds are toc deep to huaI themnselves,
tberefore some effort must b. exerted te
close tbe gasb.

The scene that is-most inconsistent and
thereforu, most open te interpretatio% is
thatcf Rambo sparing ayong boy who Ças
somnebow managed te become a memfber
of the. armed posse pursuinghii.

The. scenao is ne longer so clear, and
*rigbtly so: tbe message is a subtle attempt to
.deny sucb Vietnam war brutalities as tbe
Mai Lai massacre. How coutd a flnoly honed
soldier, such as Rambe, shoot and kili
innocent womnen and children in Vietnam,
when he cannot even strike an armed boy?
The implication is tiiere tbat pcssibly it did-
net happen at ail.

A much more direct fegqing of fart is
inherent in Rambo's recurring assertion
that tbe arrny could bave won tii. war if
America had let tbem. And after watching
Rambo singlehandedly hold a smail army
at bay, it is an assertion whicb is almeist
believable, Alniost. But Rambo is nelther
representative cf the American soldier in
Vietnam, nor the. veteran in Amertc@.

Rambo,-complains about being sjlat
upon on his return home. But thu mobs
and the insuits and the sailing saliva were
relatively mincr inconveniences compared
te the actual damage that bad been deait
the Viet vet and America in general. The«
real damage tbe war caused -was rnuch
doser te tth. heurt; friends and family were
ail directly affected.

These are typical cf tbe wounds cf
-Vietnam. Familles were splt asunder.
America was divided. And ton yearq and

Carbage. Pure unadulierated arbage
This lust another attempt by tCe.grtt

Canadian charlatan Pierre Berton te makec
money out of. what hbè seos as an easily
exploitable reseurce..k

First of al h. tells us we havea nationat
[nferiorlty corrplex; then adds, lnsuit to

uritne untoveM i muse Uttie tuawr4ofhistorical Canualarta tât yru have had
W r~ychewarped by I ai1.

y ' o just leave us atone
Pierre. Xh? cares if w. dorrt have som.
sert of roui y detifiable id.nty? Quit,

tryntotl us w. jioud. We're
candin , we Ove ini Canad, and vweve

f - S.!fMlnt. -9Yfls-
sixy tousnd ive laer he ar as alld njuryoy try.ng tecapuhaîoze ottiL UlU tegot a h Ir-atswd sort or governe

sxtoff. n lh ietve bantonlyheosttwar in ê- money b ttlng us why we have,-this more Ydo you want?
off Te ie vt hctno olylot te ar- n.nainl Ieplioationam l carctr .<And eebody eut therea

Vitnam, but had lest the warat home as nainlifrirt opex o bYng ejeksok W
shalow r OUwe make bIg 0fat boins (rauc

And Sylvester Stallone's sist w'e orb mrian. pti spI>rm usmyhtht e -
trayal cf a Viet vet cannot alter tetcs Fisw'e ot ral!y su rkm ofunueidhnthty orhav
that: the. war was strategically unwinnable; Second we don't bave ti elyiitcs io nqeiett r
the Mai Lai massacre and -its contem- pre-occupation witb our national identty. incomplet,. nation.

poaisdid occur;- tiie ovemment and-- -- '10 n i tmîltanj <lid net give tii. Viet vets the'recgnitloh they deserved; theViet vets are iF L C U T Y
nwconcerned witb more than justtbel O K, O NT Y, BLUES

rerln'gmibs they faced when tbey came w t M 0 Fec e adisrcos
orn. Te mviecannot alter these at ih M,"Fe* r(ndnsrco)

but it may alter beliefs and perceptions. It!.Writer of the weekly Edmontoni Jounal column
my help heal the . wounds cf wrb

oversimpollfyinÏ tbem, and weearby ngthe Guitair Mon'and peiformr et thie
thman atrig he; vnt8 8 mk Edmonton Folk Festival Me FletcIw hep

ing the:tragedgr more palatalle te the next-
Sene4tig ofdraftees - foder fer tbe promdwt.Viy tnRgr

germinating American milîtary machine. -
Vietnam was a war more documented Enrofowl

than any other, yet it was'also a war most I~~.
wanting cf forgetting. And the Vie( vet is a Befner * uât. ad dm d n
physical reminder of thîs most I min m« . Ï wd.y
questionable war; his retum te America, oSoipuII S us hO l a 15
haunting. 8àthWe*o euf1ô

Somnetimes the. proposed solutions for »o wwuWnmt& round the cWWv
complex-questions are simple answers, and 065 for 10 wse& course
somnétimes the solutions te comnplex guiltsAdacdCusInue:
are simple lies. The resu rgence ofAmerican Advanlr cigCourse I 5> Ops: uh
militarism necessitates resolving the i ) 1 umir 6n eten ) oap ingsylo
problems cf gult overthe Vietnam war. 3 led qut ltar>pm ng SJ.

If tbis guilt is resolved in the simple, 3)4> .s, * î,er 7)Loî.insa
shallow fashion cf First Blood, America4)Tor&lwvsmn
could once again find itself in a Vietnam-
like situatioré, Perhaps the wounds cf CA L 4 6 15 or 29 0 4 X
America hudb examined, by more CA L4 6 4 5 I,2 -9
skillfut physicians than Sylvester Stallone. L _.. .. TEAR ouT THris AD;.- ---
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