
CANADI*AN COURIER.

Officers of the Wornen'aRel4?2Society i their Church at Cardston, Alta.

,j hired man, a hired rnaid, and twelve children. The
hired man had taken refuge in the barn, but the
disposai of the rest was flot made known. Among
the younger girls in Magrath, I heard, the sentiment
is ail against polygarny. They resent its mention
as ýour girls repudiate some old-fasbionedness of
their grandmnothers. And one old woman in Ray-
mond lifted up ber voice in' lamenting that a daugh-
ter of hers bad so far ignored the laws of Canada
as to have become a plural wife-oh, yes, quite re-
cently.

And lastly I went to the Gentiles, tbough why tbey
submit to being so called I don't know. And the
Gentiles, rnost 'of thern, buttoned up their lips so
over-tightly that one could see more of what was
behind thern than if they had spoken. The acoustÎc
properties of Morrnonisrn are such that a pin of
happiness dropped into'the bat of a wandering re-
porter may be heard in the centre of Utah, and one
does flot drop such pins-to endanger one's business.
Later, lips unbuttoned a bit. "Polygamy !' one lady
said, "Cardston is full of it.. In that bouse a fiftb
wif e lives. Don't talk to me about any manifesto,
hier chîldren are ail toddiers. And over there lives
a man wbo sometimes brings up a sokn from 'down
below' to live with bis farnily bere, families contemn-
poraries in age." And 1 have a list of twelve naines
at ieast, of men in the Mormons towns, bigh in tbe
churcb, ail of tbern, wbo are openly known as having
plural wives. Somne of thern have been listed in the
Sait Lake Tribune during tbe past f ew weeks as
polygamiets. It makes exciting gossip at Mormon
evenings. And in stores on rainy days and aîter
lodge-meetings, the Mormon men argue after their
sort-Brother Dash is a polygarnist, narnes and evi-
dence adduced. His opponent argues hotly in the
niegative. If another mari were sure be wouid lay
information with the Church authorities. And so
the weave of talk goes on, unheedîng an occasional
Gentile wbo bias been long in their rnidst.

B UT how do you know? I kept asking. "We ko
as well as we know we breathe or tbe sun

shines, but if the wornan won't tell, wbere is your
proof? It is like this: An attractive girl is noticed
not going out witb the Young people, nor receiving
the masculine attentions that are ber due. You won-
der, and the Mormons say, 'Oh, she is now the wif e
of -' (and the name follows.) Bye-and-bye the
girl goes down to Utah, to coliege, it is announced.
Post-graduate courses keep ber there, and, a few
years later, somie one frorn Alberta visiting Logan
or sorne other MUormon settiement in Utab sud-
denly cornes upon the lady with two or tbree chl-
dren, and perbaps the ecclesiastic from Alberta
too." The principals in most of these stories corne
frorn Rayrnond, the rnen risen to ecclesiasticai
erninence, the girls often stenographers from sorne
of the other towns.

And polygamny does exist in Alberta, covered up,
concealçd, but not wîped out, rather growiing if any-~' tbing. Proof? There you are!I The women won't
tell. And usually the children are born out of
Alberta and the registration dodg.ed.

1 do noit know if any investiaton into this coiony£y ? ha, ever heen attenipted. As fr as I read, the Blue
Books are silent, The ncwspapers won't touch the
suhject. It is a dlicate question, thev sav in Cnl-


