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W ljE were taling of the temporary, failu're of"Favourite Son seedy" in Ontarjo when' my
is the matter with Ontario it is bard to
Monocle dropped ont last week. Just what

say. Lt bas not had a real favorite son sînce Mowat.
It loved Sir John Macdonald, but be was the son of the
whole Dominion. Blake it neyer loved. Lt regarded
hiîn, as I amn told the boys of a certain university re-
gard their Principal, putting their regard into, poetry
after this fashion

"Oh ! we don't like Principal Pete,
We don't like Principal Pete.

.He's so far above us,
We're sure he don't love us.

We don't like Principal Pete."

For Cartwright it bas grown in bis latter years to
bave a sort of admiration, thinking of bim as an old ad-
miraI, bluff, caustic, honest and a gentleman. Whitney it is
beginning to feel a similar pride in. Hie, too, is bluff,
hiest and full of courage, and undoubtedly stands at
this moment nearer to the affections of bis Province
than any other maxi. The two chiefs of tbe Ottawa Op-
position sit for Ontario constituencies ; but they are
both importations, one fromi New Brunswick and the
other from Nova Scotia. For Mulock it bas a certain
admiration, but be bas gone. None of the other Ontario
Federal Ministers have toucbed its imagination, though
"Billy" Paterson bas the love of ail who know hlm, and
Alverstone B. (d-d) Ayleswortb looks like a comning
man.
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which we cgll "great" at Ottawa and aiîd*st the
American "colonv" of Canadians, working away quietly
and effectively in Ontario, but flot considered "great"
because always judged by people who knew them when
they were boys. That will damn any man. "H'-m'p
Why, that's« A1leck Johnson who went to school with
me." Alter that verdict, "Aleck" might as weIl drop
his monocle and take to "specs."

the Monocle bas been disappointed in Aylesworth re-
cently. lIe does flot seema to have corne out very well
fromn that 'Ilires of race hatred" incident with Bourassa.
Hie should either have proved that Bourassa had the
smnell of lire about his, garments, or he should have
franlkly admittedl that the intoxicatio4'Of platformi ora-
tory had carried him away. It does =lt hurt a big iiian
to admit that he is wrong when he is wrong ; but it
does damage his reputation to "dodge." Mr. Ayles-
worth is , very able lawyer. Hie is also a splendid -Can-
adian. But there are very few mien who caui be picl<ed
up fromn the inconspicuous "free-and-easiness" 'of private
hie and pitcbforked into the second most dignilied posi-
tion in the Federal Government-that of Minister of
Justice-with entire certainty that they will know by
instinct how to behave. Tbis miracle was worked with
Sir John Thompson ; but then Sir John had been a
local Minister and a judge. Mr. Aylesworth had been
neither. As a rule, Mînisters should serve an appren-
ticeship at the private desks of the Commons before they
are compelled to live always in that briglit light which
beats upon the person of a party leader.

That Avlesworth will "arrive" can hardly be i
doubt. No man with such a dome of thought could fail.
But as yet bis debating mnanners lack "that repose
which stamp the caste of Vere de Vere." Hie does not
seem to realise that he is Minister of Justice--the heir
of ail the traditions of dignity and reserve lef t by lEd-
warcl Blake, Dorion, Thompson, Mowat, Milis and Fitz-
patrick. Hie enjoys rather the liberty and vivacity of a
junior Minister, which he is by years but not by posi-
lion. But he will learn-if he thinks it worth wbile. lie
will yet be one of the safest debaters i the House. Hie
needs only the steadying effect of responný-ibility for a
while, and then the limie light of sonne great oppor-
tunity-such as came to Sir John Thotupson in the
debate on the Jesuit Estates bill. It is rather a pity
that the Liberals lack a "nunner up" for bim like the
late Dalton McCarthy.
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