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Secretary of Agriculture, ini whose Departmnent the Bureau of
roreStry is located. Mr. Wilson, as President of the American
Forestry Association, by which the Congress was convokced, gave
the delegates a hearty welcome, and pointed out the great signi-
ficance of the Congress, a body of men representing great and
varied interests, gathered together to discuss temperately and f ar-
sightedly the policy and the mlethods under which the highest per-
manent usefulneSS of the forest can be maintained. As Mr.
Wilson polnited out: the extension of railroads, the settiement

ofthe pu~blic doniain, the building of cities, towns and villages, the
us of ood in paper rnaking and the opening of the m'ines cal1

for more wood every year, and the forests respond tc> the demanid.
There are only a few large reserves left f rom which to draw sup-
plies. The extreme east, the extreme west, and the Gulf coast
are 110w the sources of commercial supply. The industries oi
the country will be crrÎi on at gireater expense as wood becomneý
scarcer, and the substtutes beo e drer. Agriculture, comn-
merce and mining will greatly miss the cheap supply of wO0< 1

to which they have been accustomed.

The Report of the Board of Directors of the American Fon
estry Association, presented at this Session, gave a resumne of th(
present position of forest legislation in the United States, a.nt
some pointa nmay be noticed particularly with such additional ex-
planations as may be necessary to rnake the subject dlearer tc
Canadians.

The Forest Reserves of the United States now nunther sixty-
one, and embrace a total area of 6,38,656 acres. The policy OJ
,elling the mature, dead and down timber in the reserves, hW~
been adopted, and during the past year 377 sales were held, reaizý
ing $58,ooo. These sales, combined with ,the privilege allowec
settiers to take without cost, for their individual use, timber fror,
the Forest Reserve8 for dnetcpurposes, have resulted ir
clearing the rese1res of much dead and down timber, and in ever3
way improved their condition. The forest rangérs in the reservel
have clone exceèllent work in preventing fires. The grazing privi
leges in the Forest Reserves are of special value in the west, es
pecially where sheep are grazed, and where the highlands il'
cluded in the reserve are required for sunimer range. Excessivý


