door; he had never been praised so much in his life and
was half way home before he realized what had happened
to him, and then it was too late.

I have spoken elsewhere of the Hon. George Hoadley
and his excellent work for human welfare in the province
of Alberta. He had been a member of the Legislative
Assembly for many years and had been a Conservative.
But seeing the tide of opinion flowing towards a farmers’
government in 1921, he quickly changed his political
label and was elected as usual, and in the new government
was made minister of Agriculture and Health. He was
perhaps the ablest man in the new government next to
the Premier, John E. Brownlee, and in matters of
strategy Mr. Hoadley was second to none. He always
managed to get the business of his Department off to a
good start. His reports were the first to be received and
accepted.

Thanks to the foresight and courage of Mr. Hoadley,
Alberta had the first Act authorizing the sterilization of
the unfit in the British Empire.

Mental deficiency in the schools had increased from
one to three per cent, and this seemed to be one measure
of prevention. There was fanatical opposition from
certain religious bodies, but, I am glad to say that our
Opposition Party gave it our support. I saw the work-
ing out of this measure soon after it became law when
a poor distracted mother from southern Alberta came
to see me, bringing her eighteen-year-old daughter who
was not quite normal. She was, unfortunately for herself,
rather an attractive girl and eager for life at all costs.
She had never been able to get past Grade Three in
school, but she was strong as a horse and as good as a
man in the harvest field. Her mother was naturally
fearful for her safety. In the neighborhood where they
lived the young people had played cruel tricks, taking
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