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HERBERT SPENCER.

Mr. Hexsrrr Srexcar, the emincnt English
philosophical writer, arrived in this country Au-
gust 21, He has long desived to visit Amweriea,
but has been deterred from the undertaking by
his very imperfeet health, and his appreheus:
of the effect of the Adantic voyage. He Lunded
in a very exhausted condition, and declining all
social engagements and excitement, went quictly
away to tiie mountains to rest and recruit.

Mr. Seexcer was born in Derby, England, in
1820. His father was a teacher, & man of culs
ture, of independent views, which he carried out
in the education of his son, His fundamental
principle in tesching was that only what the pu.
pil does for himself 13 really valuabie to him, and
hence he labored to establish inquiring and self.
reliant habits in the minds of his pupils rather
than to help them to passive acquisitions. Youug
Srxencer was educated on this principle in his
bovhood by his father, and afterwant by his un.
cle, an English clergrman.  He ecariy took to
mathematics and science rather than to classical
studies, and instead of going to Cunlbnidize, as his
uncle, a university man, desived, he went into mil-
roading, as a civil engineer, at the age of seven.
teen,  The great railroad reaction of 1840 threw
him out of business, and he then took to a liter
arsy career,

Mr. SPENCER is perhaps most widely known hy
the little work on edneation, which was contribs.
uted first to the Reviews, and issued as w1 lwwk
in 1880, It is written largely feom the poing of
vigw of his own experience in metheds of study,
and is so strenuausty favorabie to the stedy of
science, and so practicaily vafuable as a guide to
seif-education, that it fell in with the tendencies
of the age, and has exerted a very wide influence
upon individual minds and vpen practival school
instraction, as shown by the fact thatit has pass.
ot through many elittens, and has been truns.
iated into & great namber of languages in all
quarters of the world.

Mr. SprscER's Hife has been outwardly unesent-
ful, and the world is interested in him solelyas a
thiuker and a representative of great modern
ideas. In this respect there hag Licen a remark.
able unity in his intellectual carver.  No more
striking example can be found of 3 man working
on from his vouth through life in a broad but
continuous line of research, aithough from the
number and diversity of the fields he has had to
traverse, there has srisen the notion that he has
8 greal propensity to write upon evervthing,  The
simple fact is that he early got possession of a
new all-comprehensive pripeiple, aml has spent
hiz life in working it vut in all direciions.

In 1842, at the age of twentv.twn, voung Serx.
crr published a pamphlet on The Propr Sphere
of (forernment, an cthical discussion of individ-

i aind pubdic dutiss. This germinal ox-
positton was develojed into a volume, and pub-
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itempt to estabiish a =cientific

! te and pablic mon Findine
t ot detranded Lar more extonsive
treatinint, he propected a series of works, scien-
tific in method, 0 boog out this view, and the

Iazt of them is a trestise on the Principde of
Moralite, of which the Data of Ethics hus been

recently published

truck of thoneht that ke entened forgr years ap
aud ail his incermedinte labor has been pureued

with distinet reference 1o the final resalt,

e
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Broa,

He s thus upon the ame !

But this alone will not account for Sppyeprn
hold upon the thought of tt 3 e Wi
P 14 e age.  Hois widely
known as the philosopher of evolution but l).
was led into the investigation of this grlv'u .
tring by the uccessities of his studies iy, l-u
science,  His tirst pamphlet is full of the
progress and adaptability in inan and hig sovial
relations.  In Socfal Statics the idea of c-vn\;:
tion, though vaguely presented, has become lh'
lie_v to the discussion, and from 1850 on \lre
‘\!'r..\'m:n mm.lc the working out of thia (ll‘;(t'lrim:
his great object,  This he did at first ip g fram
mentary way,  Having to get his living by writ.
ing, e made numerous contributions of arije
to leading reviews from 1850 to 1860, a1 imply.
ing, illusteating, or expounding the evolutionary
principle in a large wumber of 18 aspects any
applications,  He then projected the Synthetie
Philasophy, in ten vobimes, as s twenty vegps
work 1o develop the doctrine of evolution -nnd
has been av it ever since, Ty show how f;“- in
advance Iwe waz of all other thinkers jn thix field
it may be stated that he bad weitten more tyan
thirey elabogute articles in 1o chieof English ve.
views, all hearing upoin ovoiution (although Ly
the ale of those reviews nufortinately anone,
meens), and had dron up a detailed scheme of
the evolution philosophy i e exact logical or.
der whivh be has since followed, and all this be.
loce Mr. Dawwss had published & word upon the
subject.
Mr. Seexerr’s hiealth gave way in the year
IRun, after the appearance of his I’rx'nn'plr; of
Dyyehoiegy, perhaps his profoundest wurk, anl
wloch was written in eleven montha,  After this
he coull do nothing for a year and a half, wnd
e has been troubled with sleeplessness and wmuch
nervous irritation ever since.  His minin busipess
for twenty-five yvears has been to econmmize his
vital furces fur the continuance of his work. A1l
his Looks and letters ave dictated, sod at the hest
Lie has been able to give but abont three hours a
day to his amanaensis.  Ho secks reliefl from
the struin of thonght by recreations such as
biliards, concerts, and country excursions, and
has found social excitements 8o disturbing that
he has bewn compelled very much to resiric
them.
In social inteccourse Mr, SPENCER §3 rasy and
agreeable.  He is o ready and ifteresting t.:d'm:r,
though his capacity for society small talk is slen.
der.  If conversation engages him, and bLe is in
a vigorous condition, his talk is impressive and
often brilliant; but a< such eacitement generaily
coats him slewp, he i3 apt to decline and avond s
rious subjects on social eccasions,  Indeed, b s
more and iore compelivd in these Jatter davs to
{oavoid all argrament and exciting discusgion, and
Pf he de very mueh comipelied to do <o ahile in
b this conntey, s friends must eredit it to his jow

physical condition, and remember tha ke recre
iwmere than anylody elae.
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