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«II ara the lighit of the world."
Preacli the Gospel to overy ecature."1-JEsus.

DECEMI3EI, 1863.

LIFE-ITS IPOILTANCE AND IBEALITY.

We arc approaching the close of' another year. This is a suit-
able time to inquire what we are living for. Our lives are hasten-
ing away. Weshall soon have donc with timc. The question
put to Pharaoh by Jacob, llow old art thou? was fitted to excite
Iiim to contemplate the past, to consider what he 1'ad been living
for, what lie had donc for God, and what were lis prospects for
the future. Wc wish in our closing nuniber of 1863 to impress
our readers with thc importance and reality of life.

Life is a reality; it is important. 0 how few are imipressed
ivith its importance as they ouglit to, be. Many are imprcsscd
with the thoug lit that death is a reali-ty. They tremble when they
tlîink of it. They put it away in the dim. distance. But the
thouglht, that life is a reality does not enter their minds. They liye
for self. But, reader, if you arc af'raid to, die, you should be
afraid to live. If yoix are uprepared to, die, you are unfit to live
so as to, serve God and your generation.

IlLife is real -life is earnest 1
A&nd the grave is not Uts goal;

Pust thou art, to diist rcturnest,
Was flot spokea to the soul."

btany young persons are oblivious of the realities of' the present..
because of their dreams of the future. The present time they
spend heedlessly, always'looking forward to to-xnorrow for some
sub2tantial good. Such are unimpressed with thie importance and


