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RLEAD UP AND NOT DOWN.
liv aLÀ UERtNSEY.

I thought my father tyrannical, once
upon a time, when lie insteid that I should
brimg to him the book that a young brother
had told him Sis rend in bed after every-
body else vas asleep."

Suppose I was only fourteen years of
age, badn't I the right to read books?"
was my defiant question when a mild re-
buke w'as.given nie for wasting precious
time readig hurtful books, trying my
eyes by reading in bed, and exposing the
liousehiold to thîe danger of firo if I should
fall asleep forgetting to extinguish the
lamp too near my pillow. Never to b
forgotten was the gentie, "Daughter, one
cannot rend oven a liglit, trifling book,
neitlier very bad nor good, without being
affected by it in some way.

I w'as not stinted in good, helpful litera-
ture that father took special pains to put
into my lands ; but other girls rend suci
splendidbooks, "The Enerald Necklace,"
" Duchess of So-So," and could talk glibly
of Ouida, Zola, and authors whom I never
heard mentioned in our house.

A few yearsrolled on and I was mistress
iin my father's liause, liaving charge of thie
domestie part of it. Our "ielp" n'as a
sweet-souled young wonan vlio htad im-
proved much after a course of good, help-
ful reading, but suddenly I noticed a
change for the ivorse in Louise. A sullen
look spoiled lier usually briglht face, and
upon many occasions she flouted me, takiag
special pains to slur and to speak scornfully
of %Vomen.

For tw o months Louise grew more
cynical, placing wonmen lower and lower,
and attributing questionable or nercenary
motives to pure, self-sacrificing women'who
lived only for the good of others. One
day, tried sorely by ler scoffs, I asked,
" Louise, do you include your inother and
sister w'hen you assail our sex in such a
wvholesale nanner?"

.An angry liglit glowed in lier eyes-her
imoather was alnost an object of adoration.
I waited for the wrath which spoke in lier
eyes to fnd expression in words, when a
dear old friend drew from the basket of
nending a book, "Puck," one of Ouida's
works.

"I guessed the trouble,' dearie. Let
nie rend aioud something from its pages,".
and selection followed. selection.

"It's not a bad book," said Louise,
sullenly.

"Did' I say it n'as, Louise ? I only
said that it does not show wonen in a good
liglht," returned our friend, calmly. "I
couldn't read.this book, at my age, without
gettimg a little bittorness into my soul."

"AIl womeµ are not good," retorted
Louise. " Don't the papers tell of women
being at the -bottom of crimes ?" slhe ma-
vuired, defiantly.

"Unfortunately, they do tell of failings
of tener than of the brave battle the patient
saints are waging with sin. Louise, I have
ever thought, since I bave known may
Lord that I had not time to waste iii
learning of the deeds of wicked or careless
people. Tin flics, . and there is not
enough of it in whichl to prepare for lieaven
or to lelp others along the way. I have
never loved evil ; wihiy should I fret ny
soul by brooding over that w'hich is vile?
Long years I said iii ny heart, suppose the
Lord should call for ne hastily, in a mo-
ment, I do not want to hava in ny liand
a book or paper w'ith pages teening with
thoughîts that fMil me with doubts of all
that is good. While there is an abundant
supply of refreshing, simple, uplifting
literature, the Lord's own workers, young
and old, need look no further for hîelp and
pleasure. Genius or talent does not make1
of sin a virtue, no mnatter if the lustre beo
brilliant. If a book bo a fascinating one,1
veiling, avei iîaking certain vices alluring,1
shun it, burn it, if possible. Whien the
soul is filledi with distrust and doubt, and1
vo begin ta view suspiciously our fellow-1
creatures, while reading a book, it is time
to look closely into the matter. Suppose
thee begins to rend up and not down, from
this time, as all Christian w'orkers, young
and old, should read," continued good
Mrs. Lana.

In a f nw moments Louise took up the
prettily-bound book and laid it upon the
coals, saying frmnly : " I haven't felt riglht
since I first rend this. Iwant to rend up,
indeed I nust do it, as it seaems that I'ni so
constituted that I rend worldly, careles's

hurtful books to my soul's harm. Since
l've found out that I've beenlarmed 'by
reading it, I'll not plcs a -stumbling-block
in the nvay of another."
. As for nie, I thank God daily for thé
careful father w'ho taught me to read up
and not down, and I leave this for the
young Endeavor ta think over ;' is it wise
to give any printed page a second thought
except that which reads up ?-.Golde# Riule.

A OIILD'S PRAYER.
3Y E. M. CHAPMAN.

Fatler, keep thy little one
Safe this night;

Through dark hours, until the sun
Brings us light.

While the earth is fast asleep,
- An atrest,

Thine Alnighty oye doth keep
Vigil blest.

And thine arm is strong ta save;
* Wo need fear

Noither darkness, storm, nor wave: 9
Thou art near.1

In the morning May I wake9
Fresh and strong,1

Find new things toundertake
Ail day long.

In.ithe rugged path of liie
. Guide thon me,
Dring me through its toil and strife,

S afc ta thee.

THIE WORK OF SUPPRESSING VICE.

(.By .. nthony Comstock in the3 Goklen Rule.)
When we consider that there are about

eight millions of children and youth in this
country, that each aof these youthful minds
is susceptible to the temptation and allure-
inents of the Evil One, and that ho loses
no opportunity to ruin an immortal sul;
and when we contemplate the insidious and
deadly influences of the evils assailedby
tbie New York Society for the Suppression
of Vice, and its auxiiary and kindred
societies, thon, and not until then, shall we
come to any just apprecintion of the im-
portance ta the publie of these efforts in
the line of moral reforn. Believing in
suppression before contamination, this 'o-.
ciety has for nearly seventeen yeärsiniin
tained a Most vigilant warfare against the
seed-sowing of corruption among therisming
generation.

Ignorance of facts leads inany persons ta
doubt the existence of these evils. Many
minds are so constituted that they will not
believe it possible that books, pictures, and
articles such as this society lias gathered
up and destroyed by tons, eau exist.
Others, who know something of the char-
acter of some ofthese iatters, still ques-
tion their existence ta any great extent, or
think it impossible that such things shîould
be disseminated ariong students in collegos,
girls in seininaries, or children at school.
Arguments simnilar to the :following are
often urged by these doubters. One says,e
"I don't sec how' they can circulate thêso.
things." Another says, "Iinever saw any-
thing of this kind while I n'as at sehool."
Others say, "IMen would not dare put
forth such matters," etc. Notwithstand-]
ing all this and much more; the painful
fact siill remains, that we have traced into
the possession of youth bolonging ta our'
best families, attending our best institu-
tions of learning, the mnost obscene, infa-f
mous, and damnable matters. The parent'
society alone lias seized over forty-four tons~
of obscona books, pictures, plates, and
other articles, besides about ten tous of
gambling, lottery, and fradulent para-s
phernalia. Otlier societies swell this total
ta nearly, if not quite, fifty tons of foul
matter that lias been seized since the coin-
mencement of this vork -in 1872. The
parent association alone lias arrésted overk
1,450 persons. Of publications -issued in
this country, and contraband by law, as -
being destructive of public morality, the
plates and eniigravings for two hundred andd
ten different books have been seized-by the
New York Society for the Suppression ofi
Vice. Who can estimiate the harm that
the circulation of a single vile book is cap-
able of doing? Multiply this by hundreds
of tho'sands, and thon what of- ñioralityh
among our youth ? What of our fiture3
prosperity as a nation if our youth are de-p
based, corrupted, and ruined by suh in-
fluences?

To present vile matter ta the mind ofthe

r

young is like hanging up in memory's hall
a pictur tao- be gaZed at as often as par-'
vemrted appetite or, passion chooses to turn-
attention toward it. Itýis like making ina
youth's min~d a photographic negative of
the foul tling, from wiohich the tempter
may, as often as ho cho6ses toa'tý upon
th.ermemory, reproduce it before the child's
mnd. Again,,it becomes a plaything for
corrupted imagimation, a w'hisper of foul.
things, an insidious seducer from paths of
purity and virtue. Indeed, when once
admitted ta the sacret precinets of the
mind, the vile book or picture is a most
amctive agency in soiling the imagination of
man's heart; acting -as a cranker-worn ta
secretly at -ont self-respect, and under-
mine all that is holy and exalting.

Wîy are the pens of scholars so slow ta
write warnminga against defiledi imaginations?
Why are miister so alent against this
class of foes that are insidiously under-
nining society, and destroying a desiro and
taste for holy things They cry out against
the evils of intemperance, and silly burdens
of faislion,- the scivious dance, the dissi-
pation of late heaurs, the absence fram the
sanctuary, the breaking of the Sabbath,
dishonoring of parents, w'orldliness, and
other evils ; and yet, when it comes ta thls
most deadly and active foe of morality,
church and state,-the corruption and de-
filement of youthfül iinns and hearts,
through hicentious publications pictures.
and articles, -then they are alarmingly ani
painfully silent. False modesty las made
cowards of us all.

O that parents, teachers, and pastors
mighit becone more deeply impressed with
the dangers that surround the young, and
might fortify themselvesagainst evils whicl
are not only honey-combing society, bring-
ing shame and digraco upon the .family,
but are cursing more and more cadi gen-
eration born imuto the w'orld I

SCHOLAR'S NOTES.
(Froma Westminster Question. Bok.>)

LESSON VL-FEBRUARY 9.
CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH OF JESUS.-Luke

2:50-52.
GOLDEN TEXT.

"Jesus increasedin wisdon and stature, and
in favor with God and inan."-Luke 2:52.

HOME READINGS.
M. Matt.2:1-12-Visit f the Ma
T.. lMatt. 2, 13-23.-Tie fliglit ataEgypt.
W. Luke 2:40-52.-Childhood and youth of

Jesus.
Th. Ex. 12:1.17.-The Passover Instituted.
F. Deut. 16:,l-17.-The Yearly Feasts.
S. John 9:1.12.-" Tîworks of Hlim that

sent Me."
S. Psaln 84; 1-12.-Deliglit la God's House.

LESSON PLAN.
I. Jesus at the Feast. vs. 40-45.

Il. Jess iiin the Temple. vs. 46-50.
III. JesusatNazareth. vs.51,52.
aTIe ;'D. 8, April. t'aelva e ars atter aur

lat lesson; Augustus Coesar emperr0f Renie;
Coponius governor of Judea. ineluding Saniaria;
Herod Antipas governor of Galilee and Perca.

PLAcEs.-Jarusalem; Nazareth.
OPENING WORDS.

There i an intervai f narl1 twlvo yearshc-
tweon this lesson and thee hast. The recorded
events of the interval are; the prophecof Anna
ALuke 2:36.38); the visit of the Magi (Matt. 2:1-
12). The Ilighit into Egypt. (Matt. 2:13-15);
the slaughter of tha cildren at Bethlehem
(Matt. 4:16-18); the returi ta Nazareth (Matt. 2;
19-23). Ail thèse cvents ocrred prol blay within
thec flrst six iuenths of our Saviaur s lite.

.ELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON.
V.41. Ilsparent s-only themen woereqruired

ta go to the annual feasts (Ex. 23:14-17), but de-
vant woanîn alsa n'ont. 1 Sam. 1 : 7. Tit.cpa.qs-
ovu- ecbrated at ilie fula moon of the irst
month, in coimeumoration of the deliverance
frei Egt. Ex. 12:21-24. V. 42. Twcie yearu
01(-at thlis agoJon'îshi boys ,%,ore calhed 1,souis
of tie law, and y're considered responsih afor
obedience to the law. 'V. 43. Fitifillcd lthe cays
-th sav.n days ofcthe feast. Ex. 12:15; Lev. 23:
5,6. V. 44. lib t he oom2any-probably a large ona
from Nazareth and the neighboring vilages.
Sought him-Nhen they halted for the night.
V. 46. .tr' hren das-counting fron etlîir de-
partura froin Joruisaleni. 1fL tie temýple-ia rne
of the porcheswhere therabbis hîeld their schools.
D acfrs-teachers. Asldng fhent uestions-as
selialars generahly did. V. 47. Unrrstandlng-
as shown by his questions. V. 49. Vist ye not-
knew ye not. The Revised Version renders thisc lestiod ,W, st yr net tîmat I must ho la amy
luatlir's bouse?" V. 51. eVas sîbject irft hen
-submitting to their authority and sharing in
the labor oft he workshop and tue house.

QUESTIONS.
IN2TRODUCTOIIR.-H-on' long an lu terval ba-

twcn this leasn and ti elast? hat isrecorded
of the hife of Jesus during this interval ? Title ef
thisessol Golden Text LessonPlan? Timo?
Place? 2Momory versas I

I. JEsUs AT THE FEAST. vo. 4045.-What is
said of the child Jesus?1 What n'as foretoid o
himinlIsa. 11:22 Wherod his pars govery
c'ar 1 What n'as the passover 12 Whaori-

ance bas taken its place? At what age did bis
parents takeJesus with them 2 What took lace
as they returnedi Where did they seek lim?
What did they do l

Hl. Jînsus n IX TETMPLE. îVS. 46-50.-Wliero
watsJeans touin.2lî Watwnas ho ding? Atlvllftt

were ail astonished2I What did Mary, say to
Jesus? What was bis reply? .What is dur
*Fathers business" for us John4:34;1. Cor.
10:31. Whon should we begin it1 What is the
chief end ofman I

H. JEsUs AT NAZARETiH. vs. 51, 52.-Where
did Jesuago with hisparents 7 :How did ho be-
have toward themî How should ail children b
like him? Whieh is the fifth commandment?
In what did Jesus increase î How may we gain
the love of others 1

WHAT HAVE I LEARNEDI
1. That Jesus knoivs the wants of children, for

ho was once a child.
2. That ho has set an example that children

should follow.
3. That children should love the housetof God

and bogin early ta serve him.
4. That like Jesus we should love and obey our

parents. QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW.
1. What is said of the child Jesus ? Ans. The

grace of God was upon him.
2. At what age was he taken ta the feast of the

pass3ver 7 Ans. At the age of twelve yenrs.
3, What did he do at the close of the feasti

Ans. Ho stayed at.Jeruisalein.
4. How long did bis parents seek him 7 Ans.

.Three days.
5. Where did they flnd him 2 Ans. In the

temple with the teachers of the law.

LESSON VII.-FEBRUARY 16.
THE MINISTRY OF JOHN.-Luko 3:7-22.

GOLDEN TEXT.

"Repent : for tho kingdom of heaven is at
band."-Matt. 3:2.

LESSON PLAN.
I. Preparing for the Messiah. vs. 7-14.

II. Foretelling the Messiah. vs. 15-20;
II. fBaptizing the Messiah. vs. 21, 22.

HOME READINGS.
M. Luke 3:1-22.-The Ministry of John.
T. Matt. 3:1-17.-The Baptisn of Jesus.
W. Mal. 4:1-6.-The Forerunner Foretold.
Th. Isa. 40: 1-11.-The Volc- ir the Wilderness.
F. John 1; 19-36.-John's Testimony ta Jesus.
S. John 3:23-36.-Jeas Later Tastimony.
S. Isa. 55 :1-13.-The Sa'viour's Call.
Tm.-A.D., 26, summer and autumn, ciglteen

ycars after the last lesson; Tiberlus Caur or°-~or f Romo; 'on tins Pilate governor of
udea; Herod Antipas Governor of Galilee and

Perea. John was now thirty years old.
PLACE.-The wilderness Of Judea, the hilly and

thinly-Inhabited region west of the Dead Sea aud
t.he lower Jordan.

OPENING WORDS.
AIl tat wo know of the early years of John the

Baptist is recorded in Luke 1: 80. At the age of
thirtyli came forth fron lis retirementand hc.,gan,,I bis wrk. Great multitudes floeked ta hini,
and ho prenched ta them the baptism of repen
tonce. Parallel passages, Matt. 3 1-17; 14: 3-5;
Mark 1 : 1-11; 6: 17-20. 1

HELP IN STUD YING THE LESSON.
V. 8 i r/forth fruits-show your sincerit-'ýby yur conduet. Ileiniïefttosalp-danot thiik

that you will b saved berause you are Jews.
V. 12. Publians-tax-collectors. V. 13. er.'
pointed-the lawful tax. V. 15. TWerc in ex7pc-
tation-of the Messiah. V. 16. omethl-will
soon appear. Shocs-soles of wood or leather
fastened ta the foot by straps; ta unloose then
was the work of a slave. Holy Ghost and fire-
making them-pure and holy. V. 17. Fan-a
fork or shvel by which the grain was tossed into
the air that the chaif might ha blown away,.
.lheat.-the good. Garner-thegrannry. Chaff
-the-%lckcd. V. 19 Herorl the f etr-arch-Èerod
Antipas, the son of. erod the Great. V. 21.
,Tesus also-see Matt. 3:16, 17; John 1:32-31.
Praying- obablyinsi entprayer. 2'h ielaven

na penc ta Jesus and te John only. V. 22.
Like a dove-the enbln of turityoand pnce.
A voice-the voice of God the Father.

QUESTIONS.
INTRODUcToty.-Wbho was John the Baptist ?

Wlie anti whreedid lie bgin bis imstry2
What did ha preach? Tileof this lesson 7 Gel-
den Text ? Lesson Plan? Time ? Place I Me-
niory verses?

I. PREPARIniG FOR THE MEsSrAr. vs. 7-14.-
Whom did John robukol Why did ho call thei
a generation of vipers 2 What question did he
ask2 What did lie exhort them ta dolî Whnt
warning did ha give thm i n What is repentance
unito life? VVhatdid the people nskhîm ? WVat
was his answer? Who also cama to be baptizedi?
What direction did ho give themr? Who else
asked the same question 7

II. FoRETELLING TFE MESPIAH. vs. 15-18.-
What were the people thinking about John?
Wlhat did John say 0f bis workl How did lie
fareteli the cuming lessinli 1 What would bu
tha Messiah's baptism s ?Vhat further dia John
sa> of the Messiahi What instance of Johns
faitlifulness is liera recordod 2 How'did hosuifer
for is faithfulness (Sec Matt. 14:3.12.)
.III. BAÝTIZiNo THE MssIAr. vs. 21. 22.-Wlo
w'as now baptized? Wliatfollowedhisbaptismi
Why did the Holy Glost thus descend uponhimi
What oico caine froi licaven2 Who is tl Re-
deemer of Gd's cect?

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED 7
1. That we must repent of our sins if we would

be saved.
2. That if wo repent n' evill forsake our sins

and do wvbnt God commiands.
3. That God will certainly punish those who do

not live good lives.
4. That baptis nwith water w'ill not save us;

we need ta be baptized with the Holy Glhost.
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW.

1. What command did John give those whom
ho baptized 2 Ans. Bring forth fruits worthy of
repentance.

2. Whatwarningdidhogivo? Ans. Every tree
thereforo which bringeth not forth good fruit is
hown doiwn and cast down into the fire.

3. What did ho foretell of the Messiah 1 Ans.
Ho sha. 1baptize yoi vit the HolY Gbost and
with fire;

4. Wliat followved the baptisni of .Tosus 2 Ans.
The Haly Glost descended na bodlly shape, like
a dove upon him.

5. What did a voice fron heaven say 7 Ans.
Thon art my beloved Son; in tlee I am well
pleased.,


