mother left the roog, | if his wif and children were mot like the
s bottle he had ' squire's neither was bis likeness to that worthy
geotleman pacticulary striking. He couldn't

As for Tom when bis

! and was quiet, he produced
" brought in; he raked up the coals in the stove;
” , - ‘ he drank again and again; and then flung him-
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morning ? Those two hours rightly used will be
worth more to you than you can possibly con-
ceive. When you awake get up instantly. You
blame his wife for not makiog enough of his|may bring excuses for the other tweaty-two
presents, for be well knew be never gave her bours bat those two you waste if you sleep them
any ; nor did be greet her with those kind words | ** Midnight oil” is 2 humbug. You go to bed
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not respect Tom, but she wanted to * change
Nor downcast and a stranger,

ber life, and she thought she liked him,” and

very excuse, t0o, ‘‘ that he coulden’t afford Trust your mother, seek to prove Halifax, N. 8., Feb. 28th, 1871

Fear their too joyeus throng.
— R ——

A TRAGEDY.

ACTED EVERY NIGHT.

By Rev. John Hall, D. D.,

Scene First. A dingy room, with a dull
light in it; on an old and ill-used sofa a pale
jaded woman in a balt-sleep. We may study
the room till she awakes.

could get on with him. But Tom has grown
worse—much worse. He is bardly ever quite
sober. His associates are the vilest, male and
female. Ile has just been in a dance-house,
where some maudlin compliments to a frequent-
er of the place are flung back to bim with con-
tempt, for he is known to be without a cent.
““Get away; what business have you here?
Go home to that washed-out rag of your own.”
In the temper this stinging irsult produces
Tom tumbles home late at night, to find Bessie

buy bis wife anything.” But now baving the
snowdrops, and having heard so much about
them, it seemed as if nothing else would do but
that he must give them to his wife, and this
proceeding would be such a new and extraordi-
nary one that the very thought made him feel
sheepish.

Wedge's wife was a nice woman, but family
cares were weighing her down, so that the
light was fast dying out of her eyes, and the
color fading from her cheeks. She would not
have minded them half, nor even a quarter as

Worthy of her faitbful love.

Trust your mother to the end,

She will prove your constant friend ;
It 'tis gladvess wings the hour,
Share with her the joyful shower ;
Or if sorrow should impress,
She will smile and she will bless.
Oh, be trustlul, loving, true,

That she may confide in you!

HOW BESS MANAGED TOM

December, 1870.
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There is an altercation: abusive language;|p,ve told him all about them—for ten to one he BY MIsS MARY B. SLEIGHT. . ’ 3 u rl’l is. sizes made to order.
— ISHOP FRONTS;

a general depository of odds and ends; carpet
of nice pattern, but sorely faded, and worn in-
to ragged holes near the windows ; window cur-
tains unce there, as appears by the poles once
gilt, now disclosing their native pine; chairs
unstable, and of several patterns ; a small clock
on the mantel-piece, the newest thing in the
place, that strikes with a quick wheezing sound,

fierce retort; blows. If the demons can get
any peculiar joy out of human sin and woe, it
maust surely be when they see a man’s hand up-
lifted to strike down the trembling woman be
swore to love and cherish. And they saw this
in Tom's room—they, and the old man, with
his grandson that sold newspapers and apples,
and lived in the opposite room. The old man

could have set things rizht. But he had always
pooh, poohed when she ventured to begin the
subject, so that she had left off looking for help
where there was none to be got. It seemed to
Wedge that if he paid down in bard cash for
clothing, feeding and schooling the family, he
had done his share toward their bringing up.
Such being the state of things, you may well

Tom’s sister Nell was pretty and fastideous,
and being a year older than Tom. was inclined
to exercise authority over him. Tom was rough
and unconth, and just at the age when a boy
feels like resenting all interference with his
“ rights.” e would put his hands in his pock-
ets, Lis chair on Nell's dress, and his feet on
Of course they did consider-
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. s b.d eaght.oold, ‘nd. Teaking lhr?ugh‘ and his grandson saw that poor creature knock- | imagine how surprised was Mrs. Wedge when the window-sill.
its striking nervously, as if ashamed of itself 2ed ia olon - T g . : g , : ASSETTS JANUARY 18T 1870 - : s . . = . . p 11-2 M groeved and tongued spruce, and plain
S < ed down with his clenched fists. They called out | ;1o heard a cheerful voice call out, ** Wh able sparring. e . . > $4,411,380.55 |, . N e
and glad to be done with it. But it wakeswip . ) ’ ; she hea g ’ ere | e For vity's sake. Tom, do tak heindls Liabiliities 1aclusive of Reinsarance Fund : - = . - . 3,467 400.00 |Jointcd 1 in. Flooring well seasoned.
the woman from her dog-slee to him. Her very helplessness angered him. | 410 you Mary ?” But greater still was her aston- For pity's sake, Tom, o take youk Sarplus Ruturnable to Policy Holders in Dividends - - -« . 913.080.55 FING S : T P AT
P * I will kill you outright and be done with it!" out of your pockets!” Nell would say in ber (DIVIDENDS PAID IN 1869, e 382 508.55 LININGS AND SHELVLNGS
il Grooved and tongued Fine ndd spruce Lioing

*“ Twelve o'clock, and Tom's not home yet.
Well, 1 woonder where be is. What am Ito
do? I'm dead tired; I wish I could go to—"
Ringing at the door-bell violently and contiau-
ously, and she goes to open the door; returns
accompanied by a youth of about fifteen.

While the poor mother, in evident fear, lays
out a supper, let us take a survey of him. His
face is the oldest of Lim, two or three years ol-
der than his body; traces of good features—
eyes for example; lips thickened and swollen,
and cheeks flabby and tallow-colored. Clothes
unmatched ; part shabby, part flashy ; all smel-
ling strongly of tobacco smoke.

Where were you, Tom ?” timidly says the
mother,

** Oh, enjoying myself.”

* I know ; but where, Tom ?"

*“Ah! at Hallack's; all the fellows were

there.”
‘* And where then, Tom ?

old enough to mind Number One.”

thought of her mother, and remembered ber
mother teacking her, ** Our Father.” Oh, how
long ago and far away that appeared ! Ages of
scrrow lay between. And she went over ** OQur
Father " to the very end. Thus diverted from

ber gries, and soothed and worn out. the poor
gray-headed, heart-broken old woman went to

and he took up a chair, and aimed it at ber.
She thought, ** He will not hit the child,” and
held up ber babe. Too late, the blow had
beea aimed already; the babe's head had re-
ceived it first. Shescreamed, -*‘Oh! my child!”
and fell too. The old man and the boy saw it.
They brought the police. Bessie they tound
sitting on the ground bleeding ; bugging to her
bosom the little body ; groaning out at intervals
as if nobody was there, *‘Oh! my murdered
child ! my murdered child !
Yes, murder! with the extenuating crime
that he was drunk. Curtain talls upon Tom on
his way to prison for ten years.
As you and I, reader, turn from the tragedy
we moralize. ** Something very wrong in the
social mill that grinds out results like that;
wonder could we do anything to mend it ?” At
least we can dedicate this outline to all the un-
suspecting young women who are thinking of
marrying drunkards, and all the mothers who

years old (and not a great man of fourteen
stone weight), who could not wait a moment

and said it loud enough too 1or him to hear, al-
though be 4vas making noise enough to pre-

sleep.

ishment, when, on going to the door, her hus-
band presented her with the snowdrops, declar-
ing, as he put them in her bands that ‘‘ beauti-
ful as they were he thought the rosebud on her
arm beat them out and out” Wedge had done
many a bandy bit of work, with those tools on
his back, but he did a neater job now with those
snowdrops than he had ever done with all of
them put together, for he, so to speak, sawed
Mary's heart right in two, and got to the very
inside, and planed down no end of knot and
rough places, and French polished ber off as if
she had been some choice piece of cabinet work
to be sold for nobody knows what.
That day was the beginning of brighter times ;
Mary’s heart having been, as we before said
sawed right open, never closed up again, by
reason of her husband's coutinually putting in
one little thing and another on purpose to keep
it open; and warm streams of affection came
gushing out that nobody knew where ever there

mischief too. e must do something. In self-

after the fashion of the squire's family ? He he now lives in the neighborhood of the old at once in boiling-water.
frowned as e thought how badly be was used, | shops as much respected as any one. I believe | yre made to wait in till it reaches the boili

and his saw grated away as though very dull. | be has written two or three books, and in every point, extracts the nutriment from them a:ﬁ
But conscience had 8 word to say to him, |respect would be considered fairly up to the |jeaves them flavorless. When soup, or m;' dish

¢ Mediocrity.”

most aggravating manner.

not to put one's hands in ?” and Tom would
whistle and march off without [a sign of with-
drawing his hands.

 Tom, I don't believe you've lcombed your
hair for a week !”

« Well, what's the use ? it would be all rough-
ed up again in less than an hour.”

boots off the window-sill !"

¢ Oh, don't bother me, I'm reading,” Tom
which of course was very naughty. And so it
would go from morning till night.

Bat little sister Bess had a different way with
somewhat stubborn Tom. Bess seemed to un-
derstand that coaxing was better than driving;
and sometimes when he sat with both hands
plunged ia his pockets, Bess, with a book or a
picture would nestle down beside him, and al-

lap dog; ** he's been upsetting the ink, that's
it"—a severe beating for doing the same in her

Cold water, if they

of which the water is to form a part, is wanted,

, noug 1 leave you to imagioe all the bardships, if|the reverse rule should be observed. The ve- ad
veot any one from trying to gain his attention. | you can, of the situation, and would ask you |getables should be put into cold water, that the

e

It told him the fault was chiefly in bimself, for | what you do from four to six-o'clock in the'liquid may obtain its share of the flavor.

** What are pockets for, I'd like to know, if

+ I do wish, Tom, you would take your great

would say, and the boots refused to stir an inch
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