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Trench Stoves Most Popular, Removing Dan- 
of Drawing Fire—Boys Think of Slackers 

When They Face Difficulties—-Some C 
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Letters from the front, telling hour Christmas passed with the Gagetown 

boys, scattered among the baftatioob on the western front, and elsewhere, make 
interesting reading for eager friends and relative* and help to fill another page 
in that glorious book of records the Canadians are writing, day after day. Many 
of the letter, refer to the Christmas boxe, sent by the Gegetown Women's Insti-

..... .......
Corporal G. K. Shells, of the 14th bat- I must finish now. AH the boys are 

talion, Royal Montreal Regiment, thus well. With best wishes, 1 remain 
writes to a friend to Gagetown, j - : ’

“I was very glad Indeed to get your 
letter, which arrived in the Christmas Captured
afternoon mail. The Christmas box came ^ -______ t
to at the same time and I would aak by Mre. T- H c, 
you to express to the women’s institute stead, from Priva 
my sincere thanks and appreciation of the 5th battalldn. 
their kindness to remembering a lonely 
soldier on that day. I would especially 
thank the genius who suggested the small 
trench stove. This is the most useful

half a dosen three-inch shrapnel; “w*
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v we have fires or not, so we make flw 

just for spite. But there the littte trench 
stove comes in very useful. WW or 

.‘trench duty, between mi 
o'clock this morning, I m 
on it, and took some along 
the fellows on sentry, and they all 
thanks to the Women’s Institute of I 
town. By the way, I have my little < 
town banner up to one end of my 
ont. I haven’t seen any of the Gage 
boys for a long time. , However, it 
rumored that ôur brigade will to give 
a three weeks’ rest soon, and I shall ti, 
to look some of them up. This rest has

I ’“My Cham Md 1 had eight days In 

London on leave a few weeks ago, and
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Christmas Under Difficulties.
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slacken at home to Canac 
have seen the lads in old
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tohtod tto trench. On the mor^g

during the day, or the Huns would 
spot us, so we had to 
and stand in the water 
wasn’t exactly a cheerful t 
Christmas eve, but don’t '
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r was condol to tto3 . “Except for some hostile artill 

tivity about Loos and the bomb» 
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lers railway, the day has been j

Blockhouse Destroyed Fire Cause

Paris* via London, Feb. 7, 1L4 
—The following official commui 
was issued by the war office tos 

- ", ont artillery e® 
bombarded tto small Vauban fo: 
Hetsas, and the enemy trenches i 
of Bteenstraete. j

T» Artois the fire of our b 
caused powerful explosions in tl 
man. lines near St. Laurent, nortl 
Arras. Between tto Oise and th 

blockhouse was destr 
La Lisière, south of Bois D’Our

“hr Champagne, a bombarda 
our heavy artillery of the enemj 
lishments near Challerange ci 
great fige.

“There has been reciprocal cal 
tog. on tto rest of the front.”
Nothing During Night.

Official announcement on the j 
of hostilities given out by the 
war office this afternoon, says:/

“Nothing of importance occur]
tog last night.”
Air Fighting on the Italian Fror

Borne, Feb. 7, via London, Fel 
*• BLr—The war office commu 
issued today says:

“In Trentino and Camia th< 
been tto customary artillery a») 
tog activity. Along tto whol 
Isoneo front intense activity 

| enemy’s aeroplanes and artiller] 
ported. Our artillery replied ef 
and compelled the airmen to 1 
great heights.

In the Zagora section of the 
. /Isrmzo, one of our aviators i 
K boifljjjr two 'enemy aeroplanes, 
l them to retire owing to his accoi 

chtoe gun fire.”
Germans Stealing Russian’s Sigr

Petrograd, Feb. 7, via London 
1-82 a. m.—The following offld 
tnunication from general head 
Was issued today:

Tn the Riga region there was 
[ artillery duel We successfully 
I e?tt*y guns and working pari 

the region of Jacobstadt there 
I successful reconnaissance alt 

Hottaeey river beyond the enet 
I ton^ements, putting the Gera 
I night. On the right wing of th< 
I Positions a German armored m 
| Was struck by a shell and deal

“The Germans fired big shell 
I Svto»y station at Dlxno, n

**We have established, beyom 
I that ttof Germans are using our 
I live signs on their aircraft.
I __ “In one sector of General Lei 

th of Bojana, (Bukowi 
a mine under the . 

ntanglements. The « 
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nents. Directly afterw 
’•need to tto attack I 
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artists. Not so bad under tto dr- from their trenches. It just shows you 
««stances, was it? We were relieved what cowards tto Germans arc, when 
late that night, and came out to rest they can’t come out fifty yards to bury 

’ billets for Christmas. their own dead, and we can come out 280
I must now get busy on tto duty lists yards and do it for them, 

for tonight. I am at present senior cor- I suppose you saw in the ] 
poral in my platoon, arid have to make the Germans sent over somi 
out all these duty lists, etc. Again thank-1 That was toe ftrat time I eve 
ing you and those others who helped to gas, and I have tori all I war 
make Christmas a reality over here, 1 Mri atoriT^tod

was standing there, smoking a cigarette, 
and m y eyes began to water. I thought 
it was the cigarette that was doing it, 
so I threw it away. 1 smelt something 
to the air, but I never thought of gas 
till someone fold me what it wa* We 
were seven miles froto where the gas 
whs sent over, so you may guess what

Ukejtf2U,^ouonceemeUityonwiU
They Germans built a barrier between Saturday morning tto 

our lines, so we went over one morning inducted by ReV I. J 
about 4 o’clock and blew it up, and took The following were the 
two prisoners, «Sprout any losses to qur- - - ■

Well, Christmas is past again, and 
everything was very quiet here. Chris t- 

tto quietest day I have seen 
came over tort. There was 

hardly a shot fired. I had no dinner on 
Christmas Day. I had breakfast at 10 E- 
a.m. and tea at 4 p.m, but we are going Cl" 
to have a big feed on New Year’s Day.
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Lance-Corporal Alfred Ashburne, who 
is with tto first battalion, thus describes 
tto Christmas “festivities’^ of his com-

!Ti°m:.
0.13...

for 0.08

party:
T am writing this letter Christmas 

day, and Î will never forget it. I have 
just finished my dinner. We had stew, 
which is a common thing, and a piece 
of Christmas pudding. That was quite 
a treat, indeed. Alien serves the dinner 
today. We just came out of the trenches 
Christmas ave, and it was ratoihg hard. 
We are only about » mile and a half back 
from tto firing line now, but out billets 
are very good. We are all to a barn. 
I sleep on tto bam floor and the door 
facing tto trenches is just full of bullet 
hole* from stray bullet».’ I expect we 
will get some before we get out of tore. 
This Christmas will bring sad, news to 
some homes. We had a few casualties 
this time to. One of tto 3rd battalion 
boys got killed today. Both sides were 
singing today to tto trenches, and not 
only that, but Waving to each other and 
beckoning to each other to come over, till 
this poor fellow got a bullet through his 
head. These Germans are treacherous 
devils.

We all received the box from the Wo
men’s Institute and thank you one and 
all for your kindness. The 
comes to very bendy. Tto cake was very 
tasty—I more than enjoyed that, and 
tto chocolates. I am sure we all appre
ciated the kindness of tto people of 
Gagetown. I don’t know how we will to 
able to repay yon all for your good 
work.” (As if a soldier needed to say 
that!)

We go ont in parties to tto trencto* 
digging. We have a big party out to
day, and another one is going out to
night. The trenches are in ah awful 
state. My platoon was on one com
munication trench four day* digging It 
ont, and when we left it yesterday it was 
worse than ever—about three feet of mud 
and water. Several nights we had to 
gjIt up and try to get the water run off.

:
to Lieut. W. W. Iacto,

, 104th Battalion, 
performed *t-the 

sonage, Oak B*y, by th 
bride. Tto couple were , 
immediate relatives of the co

then go to Woodstock (N. -B.), where 
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tionedStaiÉrimiiBiiHHÉi4iik£iHifiam»aiÉfli
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lave failed to
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Tto death is announced of Mrs. Sarah

mas “somewhere in Belgium.” Tbe St- l[obn- A. O. and Fred SMnner 
country there is already showing signs brottora-ln-law it the decrased. The 

and the grass is quite green In late Mr. Skmner conducted a grocery 
aces. Writing to Wr. andMrs. business at the Oak HaU comer, on 

N. H. Otty, to says: King street, before the fire of 1877. .
I. wm very sorry to hear that Allen ,

had been sick. He passed. through our ïïdta M. Newcomb*. .
hands yesterday. I was in the next room Thursday, Feb. 8.
while he was in our drrasing station and The death of Helen M„ tto twelve- 
did not know he was that until to had yealW)id daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Avery 
gone. I wouldf certainly Hire to have seen Neweombe, occurred yesterday morning 
him. I first rm. across hhn one day Bt Ulc homE of her parent* Chariatte 
when I was up In the trenches, and since at—uvat st John The child never
then I have seen him several times. The hadrob>vrtl «««’ ' *“ ’ -------
only Gagetown toys that I have not met had suffered sever 
out here are Kingsley Stoil* and Walter «ntL she is '
Marsh. ‘ \

This letter has been interrupted just 
tore. Six of us nave jiist been up to one 
of the battalion aid posts to help carry 
down two wounded men. We had 
cany them on our shoulders for over 
mil* arid the road is so dark that it 
were not for the star shell* we could 
hardly see at dU." fËBfofeBSMMfcra:

The weathqr here continues to to tto 74 Chapel 
same as ever,—rain, rain, rain. ^ don’t a month’s 
believe un» have had three putfMUy ûne tire Anaap
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