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Evidence so Far Obtained in Plot to Destroy Ships Carvying
Munitions to Allies Indicates Conspiracy with Far-

l.ﬁfnnh'y Quiet on Verdun Front While German Artillery
Shells Hill 304 and Le Mort Homme-Cumieres Line —
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Teed on
Public

Commissioner
Charges Against
Works Official.

ahl to The Standard.

Fredericton, April 13—The govern-

mment of New Brunswick in session

here tonight passed an order in coun-
icil removing Harry M. Blair, secretary
jof the Public Works Department, from
tihe provincial service. This action is
the resuit of the finding of Commis-
jaloner M. G. Teed, who was appointed
to conduct an enquiry into certain
charges preferred against Mr. Blair.
|The charges were contained in an
affidavit made by E. C. Colby, former-
‘!y of Concrete Constructions Ltd. One
{charge, that Mr. Blair had profited by
the sale of gasolene to the Concrete

Comstruction Company, was not sus-|

i(llnod. nor wasg the charge uhat\Mr.
| Blair had been paid by the contractor

for the Normal School annex certain |

amounts from the profits of that work.
The commisgioner did ficd, however,
that Blair had accepted from Mr. Col-
by a block of -stock of the Concrete
Constructions Company to the value
lof $10,000 and that this stock was
glven at a time when the company
had & contract with the province for

!bridges of the province. Mr. Blair
claimed in defence that he was fo be
jengaged as manager of Concrete Con-
structions in charge of their eastern
| business and that the stock was given
ibim in connection with that arrange-
lment. The commissioner, in his find-

g oticrete Construction Company, Lim-
{ited, he being secretary of the Depart-
izgent of Public Works at the time.

|

1

reaching Ramifications— Three More Arrests but Be-
lieved Ring Leaders are Still at Large.

New York, April 13—Three more
arregts were made tonight in connec-
tion with the alleged conspiracy to
destroy ships oarrying war munitions
to the Entente Allies by placing “fire
bombs” in thelr cargoes. Warrants,

not only the shipment of bombs to all
ports of the country, but to South
America. He sald the men, under ar-
rest, and those ' for whom warrants
are out probably were not the ring-
leaders in the plot.

The four prisoners arralgned today

it was announced, are out for two oth-| waived the formal reading of the com-
ers, thus involving nine persons al-|plaint, made by Detective Sergeant

together.

The arrests tonight closely followed
the arraignment before United States
Commissioner Houghton of the four
men taken in custody last night. The
three addttional prisoners are Carl
Schmidt, chief engineer of the steamer
Friedrich Der Grosse, of the North
German Lloyd line, and Frederick
Praedie, and Carl Paradis, assistants
to Schmidt. The authorities still are
looking for Charleg Karbade, also an
assistant engineer aboard the big Ger-
man vessel interned here, and Walter
T. Scheele, president of the New Jer
sey Agricultural and~ Chemical Com-
pany of Hoboken, where the bombs
are alleged to have been made.

Assistant District

. Wood, in charge of the prosecution,
declares that the evidence thus far
obtained indicates a conspiracy with

Attorney Roxer!

Geo. D. Barnitz, who asserted that to
divulge the sources of his information
at this time would be against puble
policy. Captain Otto Wolpert, super
intendent ‘of the Atlas line plers of
the Hamburg-American Steamship
Company, and Captain Fnno Bode, su-
perintendent of the Hamburg-Ameri-
can line piers in Hoboken, N. J., each
was held in $25,000 bail, while Ernest
Becker, an electrician on the steamer
Friedrich Der Grosse, aund - Captain
Charles Von Kleist, superintendent of
the New Jersey Agrioultural and
Chemical Company, each was held in
$6,000 bail.

Bode and Wolpert were released on
bonds. The others, however, were
unable to obtain bajl, and were parol:
ed, in the custody of Captain William
Mofflay, in charge of the local bureau
of the department of justice. A fur

farreaching ramifications, mclud.lnglﬂ,er examination was set for April 27.
!sand blasting and painting the steel| ararananssssssssnanansaas

LOSSES WERE MUCH

SAFE ARRIVAL OF

BELOW 3000, SAYS| CANADIAN

BRITISH LEADER

55 ANNOUNCED

Desultory Fighting on Eastern Front—Five More Sub-

marine Victims.

With an abatement in the terrific
battle that has been in progress fof
pearly two months before Vendun, and
a state of comparative quietude relgn-
ing in all the other war theatres, dip-
Jomatic relations growing out of the
war are prominently to the fore in the
news of the day.

The submarine controversy between
the United States and Germany, heigh-
tened by the disaster that befell the
cross-channel steamer Sussex and Ger-
many’s denial that one of her subma-
rines was responsible for it, has the
American government busy gathering
data for “informition” to Germany
concerning the Sussex and attacks &h
various merchaptmen since the tor
pedoing of the (Lusitanta, which it is
asserted will bring to a focus the en-
tire matter of submarines.

Great Britain has replied to the Am-
erican protest against the clause in her
Trading with the Enemy Aot, wihith
prevents trading with any business
firm that has afflliations with, of i
controlled by, subjects of enemy, coun:
tries. The note asserts that the act is
being enforced to restrict activity and
trade of person under British jurisdio-
tion, and that care will be taken to
avold injury to meutral commerce.

The cases of the Chicago meat pack-
ers against Great Britain for the hold-
ing up of cargoes, valued at many mil-
lions of dollars, destined for neutral
ports, have been amicably settled by
representatives of the meat packers

. aet applicable to
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Prison life is. deing
formed under thie Conservative regime

of the Province of Omtario and the
Dominion. The central prison of Oa-

Before Verdun the infantry has re-
mained inactive and only in the sec-
tors to the morthwest, embracing Hill
304, and the front from Le Mort Hom»

No Ship but Sussex Damaged

that Day in Exactly Same

elle after a heavy bombardment, in

which we used a large proportion of Manner.

lachrymotery shells, He was driven

out. We lost a few men taken pri-
soners.

“Last night the enemy made three
attacks on our trenches northeast of
Carney. These attacks reached our
trenches, but were driven back, the
enemy leaving some dead in the
frenches, A few men belonging to a
party working on our front wire are
missing.

“There was some shelling
Souchez and Carency, between
Loos and Hohenzollern, and about St.
Elol we retaliated against the enemy
positions. This morning the enemy ex-
ploded & small mine in Hohenzollern;
no damage was done.

“There was trench mortar activity
in this section and about Arras today.”

Hill 304 Shelled By Germans.

London, April 13-—Asked to give am
official view on Germany’s note to the
Americam government concerning the
Sussex, the foreign office today made
the following statement to the Assoe
ciated Press, based on information ohe
tained from Admiraity officials:

“There is no resemblance betweerl
the Arabic class and the Sussex. Tha
about | Gérmans are condemned by their own'
statéfent, which says that a submae
rine attacked a ship at 3.55 p.m,, the
exact time at which the Sussex wag
attacked.

“The submarine commander also re«
ports that the forepart of the ship wad
blown off. No ship but the Sussex
has suffered damage in any way ree
sembling this. That the sketch of the
vessel made by the commander of tha
submarine does not resemble the pice
Paris, April 13—The official commu-|ype of the Sussex, said to have b:on
nication issued by the war office 0| gqkery from an English newspapery
night reads as follows: will hardly cause surprise.”
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enemy organizations at Moulin-Sous-
Toutvent and Nampceel.

“To the west of the Meuse the bom-
bardment of Hill 304 and our front
from Le Mort Homme to Cumieres
continties.

“To the east of the Meuse, and in
the Woevre, . the artillery was less
active, and no infantry action occur-
red-during the course of the day.

"
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and on the Corny bridge, morth of
Pont-A-Mousson.. A fire broke out in
that section.

“The day was calm on the rest of

1t s understood that Premier Clarke
had an interview with Mr. Blair this| Gen.
{mormng and asked for his reslgna-]
{tion. It is also alleged that the msig-l
imation was not forthcoming and to-
'night the governmenit passed an orderl
{fn council removing him.

Sir Percy Lake Denies Three Troop Ships with 8,597
Turkish Report About Brit-| Men, Including the 64th and

ish Losses at Sannayyat, Siege Battery.
April 9.

Ottawa, April 13—The safe arrival

tario, which was situated in a popu-
lous district of Toronto has been re-
moved to-Ghelph, where a prison farm
has been established. It is a splendid
institution and authorities say that it
is a .model of its kind, but prisoners
who come under the criminal code
could not be taken to that farm.
Henceforth wunder Mr. Doherty's
amendment these may be taken toj
Guelph or any other industrial farm

me to Cumieres, has there been heavy
work by the artillery. Berlin reports
that unfavorable weather i{s hindering
infantry operations,

The Germans in the Lake Naroot
and lkskull bridgehead positions on
Lh@ Russian front have made attempts
to advance against the Russians, aftef
preparatory bombardments. In each
instance, according to Petrograd, they
were repulsed. Near Barmanovichi the

the front.”

The Belgian official communication
reads:

“There was slight artillery activity
at the various points of the front, ex-
cept in the direction of Dixmude and
Reninghe, where the bombardment
was more spirited.”

Five Submarine Victims,

Five additional vessels have

Intervention by Japs or Othery
Foreign Power Unlikelyg
However —Withdrawal of
Yuan Shi Kai Favored.

Tokio, April 13—The revolution im

COMING DEBATE. ON
BI-LINGUAL QUESTION
LIVE TOPIG AT OTTAWA

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Ont., April 13—The coming
debate in parliament of the Ontario
bilingual controversy has cast a sin-
ister shadow before it. For the mo-
ment interest in the return of General
Sir Sam Hughes ‘has been dwarfed by
the depth of feeling which prevalls
over the proposed language resolution
and today little else was discussed in
the corridors of the house, There are
those who go so far as to say that the

(cmmtry,il‘ on the. eve o( a general
election, with racial supremacy and
provineial rights as issues. They point
out that if the English-speaking Lib-
erals follow the trail blazed by Hon.
George P. Graham in Montreal and
support the Dbilingualists,® and the
French Conservatives put race and
province before party and country,
the government’s control in the Com-
mons would be seriously endangered,
with but one possible result.

It is understood that the subject
-will be'introduced to the house by
Mr, Ernest

London, Aprll 13.—Liedt. Gen. Sir
Percy Lake, commander of the British
forces in Mesopotamia, states in a re-
port received here today that the num-
ber of British troops killed or wounded
in the attack on the Turks at Sannay-
yat, April 9, was much below the fig-
ure, 3,000, given in the Turkish official
statement of April 11. s

Replying on behalf of the forelgn
office to a question asked in the House
of Lorde concerning the Turkish re-
port that some 3,000 British dead had
been collected in front of the Turkish !
trenches aftér the attack on the minth,
Baron Sandburst, Lord Chamberlain,
sald:

“General Lake reports that our total
casualties were much below this fig-
ure. He gatisfied himself by a person.
al inspection. Amn inquiry among the
wounded themselves showed that the
medical arrangements generally had
been satisfactory. He also reports
that the weather was very bad, and
that on the twelfth there was a hurr
cane, accompanied by torrents of main.
The floods on both banks of the Tigris
were increasing.”

AR AR
without federal interference.

What the attitude of the Quebec
supporters of the government will Ve
is very problematical and infuses a

Lapointe, Kamouraska,| reat element of uncertainty into the

in England of three Canadian troop
ships, with a total of 8,597 officers and
men of the Canadian Expeditionary
¥orces aboard is officially announced
through the chief press censor's office.

The Adriatic, which sailed from
Canada on March 31, had on board
the following troops: 64th Battalion,

8 officers and 1,088 men; 73rd Bat-
talion, 36 officers and 1,083 men; No.
8 Field Ambulance, 10 officers and 181
men; draft heavy artillery, 1 officer
and” 50 men—total 2,437 of all ranks.

The Baltic, which sailed on March
23 had on board the following tnoops:
56th Battalion (Calgary), 40 officers
and 1,073 men; 62nd Battalion, (Van-
couver), 36 officers and 1,050 men; No.
6 Laval University General Hospital,
38 officers, 46 nurses and 196 men;
Canadian O. T, C. candidates for regu-
lar commissions, 45; naval ratings, 3
officers and 89 men; civilian doctors,
for army, 3; details, 3 officers and 2
men, Total—2,623 of all ranks.

The Empress of Britain which sailed
on March 29 had on board the follow-
ing troops: 63rd Battalion, 36 officers
and 1,062 men; 74th Battalion, 34 offi-
cers and 1,046 men; 76th Battalion,
36 officers and 1,114 men; draft fleld
heavy artillery, 1 officer and 61 men;
medical corps reinforcements, 4 offi-
cers and 144 men, Total—3,637 of all

ranks. ~
e e e

and they will be given a chance to be-
gin life anew. The effect of the new
legislation will be to encourage the
establishment of industrial farms in-
stead of county jalls, for prisoners
may now be committed to these farms
instead. York county has & splendid
industrial farm.

Ottawa, April 13.—That the BEaster
adjournment of parliament will be
from Wednesday next to the following
Tuesday was confirmed by Sir Robert
Borden in t#> House this afternoon.

Hon. C. J. Doherty moved the sep-
ond reading of his bill to amend the
prisons and reformatories’ act. This
brings industrial farms under the pro-
visions of the prisons end reformator-
ieg act and provision is also made ror[

|

(Russian infantry essayed an attack on
the Germans, but was driven back.

On the Austrodtalian line the usual
bombardments and infantry attacks at
various points continue. In Asiatic
Turkey the Turks have delivered pow-
erful counterattacks in the Caucasus
region against important positions re-
cently captured from them by the Rus-
sians. Their attempts failed, accord-
ing to Petrograd,

British Turn Back ‘Night Attacks,

London, April 13—The British offi-
cial statement on the campaign in the
western zone issued tonight reads:

“The enemy made a rald Tuesday
night on our trenches near La Bois-
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the transfer of prisoners from the jafls
to the industrial fanms. -Another pro-
vision gives wider powers to the parole
hoapd established in Ontario to deal
with the determination or suspensjon
of indeterminate sentences,

Hon. Wm, Pugsley suggested the ex- |

of $1,000,000 is voted, has not been re-
newed for this year, anmounced Sir
George, Owing to the scarcity of
steamers on the Atlantic through war
conditions, Sir George said he did not
know yet just what service could be

of Justice or his officials discretionary | gitions would not improve as long a8

powerg with regard to those sentenced | the war lasted.

to penitentiaries. J. G. Turrift noted that the steame
Mr. Doherty thought an amendment | ghip lines which were now receiving

of this character would not be relevant | gubsidies were charging from 35 to 42

to the subject matter of the bill. Asigcentd per bushel on transAtlamtic

regards the confining of youthful of-; wheat, instead of the usual five cents

fenders with other criminals he said|or gix cents, Under the circumstances

met | China is causing some disquietude in
with disaster ag a result of mines or|Japan, where the opinion is held that
submarines. The British steamers Rob-|it will be difficult for Yuan Ski Kal ta
ert Adamson and Angus and the Brit-|retain the presidency. In well informse
{sh bark Inverlyon havebeen sunkby|ed circles, both Japanese and foreigns
submarines, while a Danish vessel|military intervention by Japan is ree
named Dorthea has been sunk by a|garded as extremely improbable, une
mine and the Dutch steamer Colombia |less the lives and interests of Japane
damaged by a mine. ese subjects should be imperilledy
A semtofficial despatch from Berlin |Should intervention become necess
calculates the French losses up to the |sary, Japan presumably would act om
present in the fighting around Vendun the behalf of her allies, on account off
at 150,000 officers and men. The Brit- | the fact that they are occupied by the
ish losses in the fighting with the|War-
Turks at Sannayyat, April 9, are de- Reports that the Entente has given
clared officially to bave been much be-|Japan a free hand in Ohina are diss
low 3,000 — the figure given in the|credited. Officials reaffirm the detere
official Turkish statement announcing|Mination of the government not to Ine

the defeat of the British column, terfere in Chinese affairs.
The opinion expressed in some

quarters, but not officially, is in favos
of the withdrawal of Yuan Shi Kaj§
and the substitution of a stable gove

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AC\AIN RECOMMENDS ernment, which would be more favore
ably spose ward co-
CHURCH UNION. |¥itx supen n the future development,

of the far east.

Toronto, April 13.—After two days MR ROBlDOUX
diseussion the Union Committee of the EA
General Assembly of the Presbyterian BACK IN Hls S T
IN PARLAIMENT,

Church in Canada today passed a reso-
Special to The Stand

lution again recommending church
union. The résolution received the

one of the most able and eloguent °‘}pltuauon.

It is hinted that a number
the Liberal members. Both Mr.

or desertions is threatened, but that
pointe and Sir Wilfrid Laurier m‘“lthey will be confined to the private
suggestive inquiries of the govern-|pyempers, Messrs. Casgrain, Patenauds
ment in the house yesterday, and to-|,ngq Blondin standing by the govera-
day the Liberal members have been|peni “The government cannot count
conferring in groups on the subject. lyp the support of a single krench

1t is asserted by some who are in|(cgnadian outside of the cabinet,” satd
a position to know the fabts, '-h“v.an English-speaking  Censervative
geveral of the English-speaking Lib-| yember tonight. And as for the

U.S. ME
REACH TERMS WITH

T PACKERS |

eralg are strongly opposed to the op-|yiherals from Quebec, they will vore
position interfering with the question|goliqly for the resolution.

. at all. In this connection the names| yhat the resolution to be introduced
of Michael Clarke, J. A. McMillan, and | wil] set forth is still a mystery. It
A, K. MclLean are mentioned. Dr.ijg pelieved as impossible that it will
Clark is the well-known radical from | go go far as to demand federal dis-
Red Deer, whose political principles|afiowance of rnegulation 17, as it ‘s
would revolt at the idea of interfer-| thought that the traditional provincial
ence with provincial rights. Mr. Mc-|rights policy of the Liberals could not

BRITISH GOVT

London, April 183—Chgndier P. An-

the only remedy would be the esta®.
#ishment. of separate institutions. He
hoped before long that such an expen-
diture could be justifiably made. Even
as the law now stood, youthful prison-
ers were protected as far as possible.

mittee stage and passed.

‘The House thereypon went into com-
imittee of supply on the estimates of
the Minister of Trade and Commerce
for subvention for steamship services.

derson, formerly counsellor for the|
State Department at Washington and
now the representative of the Chicago| On the trade and commerce esti-
Meat Packers in the prize court cases,| mates Sir George Foster showed that
involving cargoes valued at between|he was a bilingualist in the best sense

Malil Contract Not Yet Renewed.

The bill was put through thé oam\

night that a settlement with the Brit-|a better service t0 some of the small

Millan represents the old county of|possibly submit itself to such a right-
& ~Glengarry, and his Scotch constitu-|ahout-face proposition. But the Con-
ents, Protestant and Catholic, would| gervatives take the position that the
be likely to view with something more | very fact that a resolution should be
. than passive displeasure, his allying| introduced at all is a violation of the
himself with the bi-lingualists. A. K.|principle of provincial autonomy ani
Maclean is a Liberal, whose experi|should be resisted to the end. “Never
ence with the knowledge of the splen-|did the outlook for harmony and
444 manner in which the school ques-|union between the races look darker,”
tion is handled in Nova Scotia, would | was the way ome prominent parita-
probably incline him in favor of let-| mentarian summed up the eituation
iing Ontario settle her own difficulties| tonight. ”

ish government had been agreed upon,
and that the money would be paid
over tomorrow.

ONTARIO TO RECRUIT
A LABOR BATTALION,
Toronto, April 13.—lLabor is to have
a battalion all its own. Authorization
of a labor battalion came from Ottawa
today, and the unit is to be raised by
the whole of Ontario.

/

places in the Gulf of St. Lawrence by
the subsidized steamers. Sir George
showed that he possessed a facile gift
of expression in French as well as in
English, He replied to Mr, Boplay in
the latter's mother tongue. Then for
the benefit of the English speaking
membery he translated his remarks in-
to Bnglish.

The contract for the Atlantic mail

service, for which en annual subsidy

Mr. Turriff could not see why amy
subsidy at all should be paid,

Sir George replied that the same idea
had ooccurred to him.

Hon. Dr. Pugsley again urged that
the government should take prompt
steps to give substantial aid to ship
building, and he protested that no ef-
fective steps had been taken by the
government towards solving the grow-
ingly acute question of Atlantic trans-
portation.

Sir George asked the member for St.
John to please give some practical sul§-
gestions as well ‘as criticisms. Dr.
Pugsley said that when the estimates
came up again for final consideration

tension of the act to give the Minister | given this year. He was afraid m\

specific recommendations.

Sir George said that the reason that
s0 much Canadian grain went by Am-
erican ports was the congestion of traf-
fic at St, John and Halifax and the
fact that vessels which had been di-
rected to go there had had to be di-
verted because it was impossible to
load them. Out of seven vessels-that
were sent to.St. John three or four
had to be sent elsewhere. The same
was dtrue of Halifax, *

$15,000,000 and $20,000,000, stated to-|Mr. Boulay made a plea in French m\h would be plased to help out with

support of sixty per cent. of the com-
mittee. The resolution, after citing
the results of the recent voting and
the urgent need of converting non-
Christian immigrants, is as follows:
“The committee on church union
with the Methodist and Congregational
churthes of Canada recommend to the
General Assembiy that at the meeting

d.

Ottawa, April 13.—F. J. Robidoux,
M. P. for Kent, who has been ill for &
week, was in the House today, almos§’
completely recovered

STEAMER ON WHICH
SIR SAM RETURNING
DUE THIS MORNING.

in Winnipeg in June, 1916, a remlu-‘ New York, April 13.—The steamer
tion be passed definitely committing | St. Paul, Liverpool for New York, sige
the church to union with the Metho- | nalled late today. Distance not given,
dist and Congregational churches of|She is expected to dock about 8.30 am.
Canada, on the basis approved by the| Friday. Gen. Sir Sam Hughes, Cana-
General Assembly of 1915, and by aid.lxn Minister of Miitia,! iz a passen+
jarge majority of the Presbyteries un-|ger.

der the Barrier Act, provided that the

other churches mentioned agrée to the
same.

“That the date for the consummation ;

of union be not fixed at present,

“That within the period of one year
alter the close of the war any congre-
gation which gave a majority vote
against union be permitted to take a
vote of the communicants as to
whether they will enter the United
Churchh or not, the majority of those
voting to decide.”

CHARLOTTETOWN
FAIR SEPT. 26-29.

Charlottetown, April 18.—The ane«
nual meeting of the Charlottetown,
Driving Park and Exhibition Associa-
tion was held Jast night. A dividend
of $370 was declared. The dates of?
the exhibition this year were fixed for’
Sept. 26 and 29th. ¥t was decided tq'
hold races on the King's birthday.




