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Jowders

elieve You of That
Tired Feeling

8 ONE BEFORE BREAKFAST.

RUS H. BOWES

CHEMIST,
overnment St., Near Yates Si.

, 425 and 450,

[E SUPREME COURT OF BBITISE
COLUMBIA.

FMatter-of Marghret. Isaﬁenu'em,

eased, Intestate,.and in the Matter
he Official Administrator’s Act. 3

is Hereby glvén that un&er an
jnade. by the Honorable the -Chiefl
dated 25th day of January, 1904,
dersigned was appointed  adminis-
bf the estate of the above deceased.
fes having claims against the said
pre requested to send  particulars of
b me, on or before the 25th dug

y, 1904, and all parties 'indebted
are required to pay such indebted-
me forthwith.

WM. MONTEITH,
Official Admlnlstrator.

ia, B. C., January 26th,

E SUPREME COURT OF BRITISE
COLUMBIA.

Matter of E. Harry Joy, Deceased,
state, and in the Matter of the
ial Administrator’s Act.

is hereby gliven that” under am
made by the Honorable the Chief
dated 25th day of January, 1904,
dersigned was appointed adminis-
bf the estate of the above deceased.
ties having claims against the said
hre requested to send particulars of
b me, on or before.the 25th day of
y, 1904, and all parties indebted
are required to pay such indebted-
me forthwith.

WM. MONTEITH,
Official Admlnlstmtor.

ia, B. C., January 26th,

KOTICH

is hereby given that thirty days
ate 1 intend making application tor
jef Commissioner of Lands ani
Mtor a special license to cut and
way timber from the following lands

on the North Thompson rivers
heing on the east bank of the river,
ipper end on Stilwater flats, thence
b chains, thence north 80 chains,
east 80 thence south
te post of commencement. Also
eing on the west bank of the river
distance from the trail at Dore’s
s, thence south 160 chains, thence
b ‘chains, theunce north 160 chains,
bast 40 chains to post of commence-

H. 0. STEVENS.
ia, Jan. 4th, 1904.

chains,

NOTICE.

notice that 60 days after date T In-
apply to the €hief Commissioner
s and Works for permission to pur-
he following 1auu sitvate at Port
. Coast district, more particularty
d as follows: Commencing at &
hrked H. P. O'Farrell’'s N.W. cor
nce east 40 chains, thence south 40
thence west 40 chains, thence north
ns along the east boundar; of lot
hge 4, Coast district, and contain-
acres more or less.

H. P. O'FARRELL. -
pber 19th, 1903.

LE—Small flock of sheep and one

Apply W. J. Wale, Colwood.
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port Arthur, Feb. 9.—Japanese tor-

o boats attacked the Kussian fleet

Juring the night and three of the |

an ships were badly damaged.
. Japanese, who thus scored the
success of the war, escaped undamn-

H'“.uxequence of the attack by the
wse torepdo boats, marital ld\\' bhas

l-x ud.umcd here.
RUSSIAN xtEPORTS.

Dispatch  Confirms Statement That
puree of the Russian Warships
Were Damaged.

J

. Detersburg, Heb. 9.—An  official
D 1mr die that Jap-

squadro
thur and that three

damaged.

ALEXIE S DISPATCH.

Japanese Made Attack by Means

ot Miunes Upon the Russian
Squadron.

The

St. Petersburg, Feb. 9.—Admiral
Alexieff's official report of the attack by
the Japapese is as follows: ¥
= 1 most respectfully inform your Ma-
jesty that at or about midnight of Feb-
yuary S, Japanese torpedo boats made
a sudden attack, by means of mines,
upon the Russian squadrc))n in the out?r
y.ml~ of the fortress of Port Arthur, in

oh the battleships Retvizan and’
Czarev viteh and the cruiser Pallada were
\1 ymaged.

‘An inspection is being made to ascer-
tain the character-of the damage.

“De ml: are following for your Ma-
jesty.”

P

T %
ONE CRUISER SUNK

According to News Which Has Reached
the French Foreign Office.

Paris, Feb. 9. 4.50 pm‘——lt was. an-

nounced at the French foreign office this
afternoon that the Russian cruiser Pal-
lada was sunk in the torpedo attaek
made by the. Japanese on the Russiait
fleet off Port Arthur.

The injuties received by the Retvman
and Czareviteh are not known.

It was reported on the same authority
that the cable fromx \ladlvostock had
been cut.

—O——
~THE ATTACK.

Four Torpedo Boats Were Responsible
For the Damage Inflicted on
Russian Ships.

Japa!
the Russidn Heet o
Kousyd
officials of the forelng»ﬁee
to those from the St. Petersbuirg Official.
Gazette, showing ‘that two Russian-bat:’
tleships and one crmiser were damaged,
and also showing that four torpedso boats
made the attack.
An official of the foreign office said:
“It is profoundly to be ‘regretted fhat
such a decisive step has been: taken, ‘as it
zt rminates any efforts the powers might.
have made to avoid actual warfare.
Information has been - received here

showing that the British government will |

issue a declaration of nentrality within a
few days, perhaps immediately, and that
France will take the same dome wnthh
a day or two. i
OFF PORT ARTHUR;

A Large TFleet of Japanese Wamhnps :

Is Now Lying Before
the Town.

i ——. VoA %
Berlin, Feb. 9.—A special telegram
from St. Petersburg says three Russian
ships at Port Arthur were severely dams:|
aged last night by torpedoes discharged .
from Japanese torpedo boats while. the

latter were passing the harbor.
Bubsequently a large fleet of Japanese

battleships and cruisers appeared before
the port,

——
“TOO LATE.”

Baron Hayashi Says Russia Is Endeav-
oring to Have Powers.Intervene—
Would Concede Everything.

London, Feb. 9.—The Japanese minis-
'»vmn Hay qxln, said this afternoon:
ssia is making desperate efforts
through the various embassies to have
e powers intervene. Russia now is
“'”‘H' to concede overvthmg but the
ffer comes teo late.”
I.mm Hayashi added: “I learn on
 authority that the reply Russia in-
‘lled to send merely reiterated all the
cardinal points to which Japan had con-
sistently objected.”
A5 VR
NAVAL OPINION.

¢ Loss in First Attack Regarded
as a Staggering One,

London, Feb. 9.—The mnaval
lon regarded the result of Japan’s
attack with torpedo boafs on the.

n fleet off Port Arthur as being a
ring one. They peointed out that

v Alexieff’s reference to “mines”
ously meant “torpedoes,” and said
if the Russian vessels had been
‘k by WHitehead torpedoes they
hably have been sunk or are resting

VI the mud in Port Arthur; in any case

‘nelessly out of actien for a consider-

ible time,

¢ e s
PLACED AT DISADVANTAGE.
Japanese Appear to: Have Handlea
Their Ships Better Than the
Russians.

Derlin, Feb. 9.—The comment at the

ne department on the success of
ban’s first blow at Port Arthur was
!t even the temporary disablement of
[ three warships placed Russians at a

Ja

¥reat disadvantage in the future opera-,

ons. It was added that the torpedving
Of the enemy's vessels, lying under
Powerful land batteries, mpst have been
Cirried  out daringly -apd skilfully, as
}'ceroy  Alexieff did mot mention any
Jipanese losses in his first dispatch. v‘The

7 * has a spe

men in ]

oovrrnml, wmn l“lm’m

PAYABLE TNVARIABLY ll ADVANCE,

_$-20 ons YEAR. TO 'om

CAWICE-A-WEBK D}TIbN

- YICTORIA, B. C., FRIDA Y, FEBmJAuY, 12, 1904’.-
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Marvellous Record to. Credit of
Mikado's Fleet in the First
Twenty-Four Hours of
- the Fighting.

common talk of the naval officers was
that the.Japanese have shown that they
can handle their ships better than the
Russians.
2 S
AN UNFOUNDED STORY.

Report Was Published in St. Petersburg,
of the Loss of Eleven Jap-
anese Ships.

St Petersburg, Feb. 9—The announce-
ment of the sinking of eleven Japanese
shxps and the fact that Port Arthur was
in flames, was given out in St. Peters-
burg this afternoon as official, but inves-
tigation showed the report to be untrue. -
Theyonly confirmed efficial cpmmumcn-

tion ‘is that from Admiral Alexieff, is-

the end-of July such desire to the Rus-
sian government and invited its adher-
ence. To this the Russian government
expressed a willing assent. Accordingly
on the d2th of Amgust, the Fapanese gov-
ernment proposed te Russia through-ifs
vepresentative at St. “Petersburg the
basis of an agreement which ‘was sub-
stantially as follows:

1. A mutuaf éngagement to respeet the
indépendence ‘and territorial mtegrity of
thé ‘Chinese and Korean empires.

3. A ‘mutual ‘gngagement to maintain
the principle ‘of an-equal opportunity for
the -éommerecial industry of all ndtions
with the ‘natives of those countries,

3. A reciproca] recognition of Japan’s
preéponderating interests in Korea, and
that -Russia has specml interests in rail-

Accordingly the Japanege government
explained the foregoing viétwe to the Rus-
sian goyernment, and at the same time
it infroduced other necegsary amend-
ments in the Russian T-proposals.
They further proposed, with ~regard te
the neutral zone, that if gne was to be
created, it should be established on I¢th
sides of fhe boundary line betwean hlan-
churia and Korea, with an equal width,
say of fiffy kilometres. |

‘After repeated discussionsg 1t Tokin.
the Japanese government finally presen:-
ed to the Russian government its definite
amendment on 30th of Oetober. The
Japanese government then -urged {tle
Russian government frequently to give
its reply, but this was again delayed and
only delivered on the 11th of December.
Iu that reply Russia suppressed the
.clauses relating to Manchuria, so as to
make the proposed conventien apply en-
tirely to Korea and maintdined. ity ori-
ginal demand in regard t¢ the non-em-
playment of Korea territofy for strazegi-
cal’ purposes, as well as a neutral zepe.
But the exclusion of Manchuria from the
.proposed convention. being . contrary to
the original’ object of the megetiations,
which were to remove ‘the ¢ause of con-
flict between the two comntries by a
friendly arrangement of tbelr interests
hoth in Manchuria and | Korea, the
Japanese government askef the Russian
government fo reconsider . the question
and again proposed the ﬂmoval of ’rhe

.

and was laynehed’ in 1900
"ovf lmots

&~
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P : RU%SIAN BATTLESHIP POBIEDA.
The Pobieda is ope ot the Tessels ‘now

_u t., ami 45 sma}ier) a t gnns

}

~ | thereof, the Tokio cabmet
Tulsttareated o

N BATTLESHIPS

Tokio Special Reports Import-
~ant Capture by the Japs of
Transports and Troops Off
Korean Coast.

Russia’ would be of impracticable value
so long as it was accompanied by a de-
finite stipulation regarding the ferritorial
intention in.China and Manchuria, since
treaty rights are only coexisting with
sovereignty. Eventually absorption of
Manchuria by Russia  would annul at
once those rights and privileges aequired
by the powers in Manchuria by virtue of
treaties ‘with China.
—— et
- THE OTHER SIDE.

Russia Accnses of Inéreasing Her. De-
mands and Making Preparations
~For War.

St. Petersburg, I'eb. 9.—A lengthy
official communication issued to-day
gives the Russian account of the nego-
tiations which led to the rupture.

Last year, says the foreign office note,
the Tokio cabinet, under the pretext of

more settled order of things on the shores
of the Paeific, submitted to the imperial
government a proposal for a revision of
the existing treaties with Korea. Russia
consented and.s Viceroy Alexieff was
charged to draw up a project for an un-
derstanding with Japan in eo-operation
with the Russian minister at Tokio, who
was entrusted with the negotiations with
the Japanese government.

Although the exchange of views with
the Tokio. cabinet on this subject were
of a friendly character, Japanese social
circles and the local and foreign press
attempted in every way-'to produce a
warlike ferment among the Japanese and
to drive the government into armed con-
flict -with Russia. -~ Under the inﬂneuce
to 6 {

er demands “in

A 1tenswe nieasures .to -make the. country:

b}oclmded by the Japanese at Port Art'hur. She I3 a2 ship of: f’(ﬂ*& tans, %y
J0, “Het armament consists of four: ;10 in., eleven:é iy
b0 l" cnew xiumbers 782imenc: ;

She

.,sued; wﬂier Amovncing that Japanese
_torpedo boats had made a‘sudden ‘attack
-on : the Russian squadron. in: the euter
roads of the fortress of Port Arthur, in
which. the ' battleships = Retvizan ‘. and
Czarevitch and cruiser Pallada had been
damaged.

e S U
J.&PAN’S PURCHASES.

Has Boaght Battleship, Cruiser and
Gufiboat From -Chili, Which Safl
For Far East Immediately.

London, Feb. 9.—According to a spe-
cial ‘dispatch from Rome, ¢ the Chilian
legation there announces that Japan has
purchased the Chilian battleship Capitan
Pratt, the eruiser Chacabuco,  and the
gunboat Almirante Condell. The vessels,
fully equipped, will sail immediately for
Nagasaki.

Baron Hayaski, the Japanese Minis-
ter, informed the ‘Associated Press' to-
day that he had received this morning
a dispatch announcing the departure of
the Japanese fleet for the Yellow Sea.
While-he had no news of the engagement
off Port Arthur, the minister was aware
that Japan intended throughout this wa¥
to employ torpedo 'boats to the  fullest
possible extent. He had not heard of the
landing -of Japanese troops in~ Korea, and
scouted the idea of mediation, saying
that all chance of mediation had ceased
i with the breaking off of negotiations.

S — e

THE NEGOTIATIONS.

Statement Issued by Mikado’s Govern-
ment Setting Forth Japan’s Claims
and Russia’s Attitude.

Tokio, Feb. 9.—The following is the
text of the statement issued by the
Japanese sctting forth:

t being indispensable to the welfare
and safety of the Japanese to maintain
the independence aud territorial integrity
of Korea #and to safeguard paramount
inferests therein, the Japanese = govern-
ment finds it impossible to view . with
indifference any action endangering the
position of Korea; whereas Russia, not-
withstanding her solemn treaty .with
China and her repeated assurances to the
powers, not only continues her occupa-
tion of Manchuria. but has taken aggres-
sive measures in Koream territory.
Should Manchuria be annexed to Russia,
the independence of Korea would natur-
ally be impossible. The Japanese gov-
ernment, therefore, being desirous of
sécuring permanent peace for MAsia by
means of direct negotiation with Russia,
with the view of arriving at a frlend]y
adjustment of their mutual interests in

both Manchuria and Korea, where their |
interests meet, communicateed  toward

RS

way oatemr!ses in

'Mmehnﬂ&, nnd a
mutual_recegnition ® of ' the respective
rights of Japan to take measures. neces-
sary for the protection of the above men-
tioned . interests so far ag-the principle
of article 1 is infringed. .

4. The recognition by Russia of the
exclusive rights of Japan to give advice
and assistance to Korea in the. interest
of reform and good _government. .

5. The engagement on the part of Rus-
sia to ummpede the eventual -extension
of the Korean Jailway into Southern
Manchuria so as to connect with Eastern
China and the Shanghai Kwan New-
chwang lines,

It was the intention of the Japanese
government, originally, that a conference
should .take place Wetween the represen-
tatives at St. Petersburg and the Russian
authorities so as to facilitate progress as
much as possible in reaching a solution
of the situation, but the Russian govern-
ment absolutely refused to do so on the
plea that the Czar planned a trip abroad,
and for other reasons it was unavoidahly
decided to conduct the . negotiations at
Tokio. It was not until the third of
October that the Russian government
proposed counter-suggestions, and ir
them she declined to engage in respect
to the sovereignty and. territorial in-
tegrity of China and'stipulated the main-
tenance of the principle of equal oppor-
tunities for the commerce and industry
of all nations in China, and. requested
that Japan declare Manchuria and its
littoral as being entirely outside of her
sphere and interest. She further put
several . restrictions upon  Japan’s free-
dom of action in Korea, for instance,

while recognizing the Japanese right to |

dispatch troops when necessary for the
pmtection of her interests in-Korea, Rus-
sia refused to allow her to use any por-
tien of Korean territory north of the
39th parallel.

The Japanese govérnment failed utter-
Iy to see why Russia, who prefessed no
uitention of nbsorbmg Manéburia, should

‘be disinclined to insert in’ the. cont:racz a |

clause in corresponding  harmony with |

Ler own repeatedly declared/ ‘prineiple-re-.;
apectmg the soveréignty and , territoriaf '-

integrity of China, Fnrthwnore, this
refusal on the part of the Russian goy-
crnment impressed the Japanese govern-
ment all the more with the necessity: for
insertion of that clause.

Japan has important commercial inter- |
entertains no |

ests in Manchuria and
small hopes of their future development,
and politically she was even greater in-
terested there by reason of Manchuria’s
relations to Korea, so she could not pos-
sibly recognize Munchuna as being en-
tirely outside her sphere of interest.
These reasons decided Japan absoluvely
. to reject the Russian proposuls

e i ke e A

restriction ‘regarding: thé-ase of Kore;m

territory, and :the entire = suppression'of:
the neutral zoné, on the ground that if
Russia was oppesed to the establishment
of one in Manchuria it should not estab-
lish one in Korea.

The last reply of Russia was received
at 'Tokio on the 6th of January. Im this
reply it is true, Russia proposed to agree
to the following clause: “TPhe recogni-
tion by Japan of Manchuria and its lit-
toral as outside her sphere and interest,

" {'ready for wur.

All ‘these: eircumstanees
could not, of comrse, . disturb Russia's
equanimity, but they induced her alse
to take ‘military .~ -and . naval - meéasures,
] nevertheless, to preserve peace in the
1Far Bast.

» Russia, so ‘far as her incontestable
rights and interests pérmitted; gave the
.necessary. attention to. the demands of
the Tokio eabinet, and declared herself
ready to recognize .Japan’s ‘priviléged
commereial and economical position in
the Korean peninsula, with the conces-
sien of thié right to protect by military
force in!the ‘event of distyrbances in that
aoaﬁiry, At the sapme time; svhiile rigor-
- ously” sbservmg the fandamental prin-
cipiési-of, . her _policy iregarding Korea,
| whose qndependehce nnﬂ' inpégrity - were
sudrantéed by previeus mderstandifgsf
with .Japan and by treaties with other
‘powers, Russia insisted on three points:

1. A mutual and unconditional gufir-
antee of this principle.

2, On an undertaking to use no part
of Korea for strategic purposes as the
authorization of such action on the part
of any foreign power was directly op-
‘posed to the principle of the independ:
{ ence. of Korea.
| 3. In the preservation of the; full free

. establishing the balance of power and a |

treaty with-Japan regarding Korean af-
fairs any provisions concerning territory
occupied by Russian troops. The Impe-
rial government, however, did not refuse,
so long as the oeccupation of Manchuria
lasts, to recogmize both the sovereignty
of the Emperor of China in:Manchuria
and also the wrights: acquired there by
other powers through treaties. with
China. . A deeclaration to this effect had
already been made to the foreign cab-
inets,

In view of this, the Tmperial govern-
ment, after charging its representative
at Tokio to present its reply to the last
proposal of the Jananese, was justified
in expecting the Tokio cabinet to take
into account. the comsideratibns above
and that it would appreciate the wish
manifested by Russia to come to a peace-
ful understanding with Japan. Instead
of :this, the Japanese government, not
*even awaitihg this reply, decided to
break off negotiations and to suspend
diplomatic relations. The Imperial gov-
ernment,. while laying on Japan the full
responsibility for any consequences of
such a course of actiom, will await the
development of events and the moment
it becomes necessary will take the most
decisive .measures for the pretection of
its rights and interests in the Far East.

o e

BATTLE CONTINUED . ;

At Range of Three Miles—No I‘u;‘ther
Damage Reported.

Chefoo, Feb, 9.—The Japanese fleet at-
‘tacked Port Arthur at mldmght on Mon-
day. Two Rubsmn battleships and one
Russxan eruiser _were disabled by torpe-

. f 'I'ne Satﬁe K Bemg “Eontinted ﬂus
o+ tions, at’ the same time takmz most eX-

merning at a range of three miles. There |
has been no further damage.

S ARRLE" VLN
DEPARTURE OF JAPANESE.

Declined to Remain gt Port Arthur Not-
withstanding the Promises of ,
Profection.

Chéfoo, Feb:9.—The Tapanese resi-
dents <re leaving' DPort Arthur. On
Monday a steamer took one hundred and
proceeded to Dalney, thence to Japan.
Others are going to ' China. Admiral
Alexieff tried to reassure them and prom-
_ised protection to’ their faniilies.. =7

Russiag dfficérs and foreign ‘merchants
#ra ledving here’in fear that the Ohinese
will Tise, -

wyar correepondents wilf use dxspﬁtch
boats;  Foreign officers who  have been
refused “permission “to ' accompany _the
fleet probably wil accompany the army.

o : :

PRAYS FOR VICTORY.
The Czar and Court Officials Will Attend |
Solemn Service.

St. Peershurg, Feb; 9.—~The Imperial
ball, which was to have been held this
evening: has been cancelled. At 2 o’clock
this afternoon the ¥mperiak court and all

i

Russian Troops and Chinese Workmen

ON THE YALU RIVER.

in the Concession Leased From the

Korean Government.

whilst Russia witliin limits of that pro-
vince would not impede Japan or any
othier-power in ‘the enjoyment ‘of rights
and privileges -acquired by them wunder
the existing treaties with China ‘exclusive’:
of the establishment of a settlement.”

But 'this was proposed to be .agreed
upon only upon corditions maintaining
the clauses regarding a neutral  gone in
Korean territory and the , non-employ-
ment of Korean ferritory fdr strategical
purposes. The conditions werée - impos-
sible to Japan’s acceptance, as had been
already fully explained to themi

It should be further observed that no
mention was made at all of the terri-
toriak infegrity of China in Manchuria
and it must be self-évident to everybody

that the engagement now proposed by

E |

SR O A A

o

dom ‘of nn'vigation of - the
Korea.

1

Straits of ' Functionaries ‘will attend a solemn Te

PDeum: to pray fof victory for Russian:

71 t elaborated in this sense | arms.
Thk prolec b= “I thank you smcerely and cordially

did not satisfy the Japanese government

ywhich, in' its last proposals, not only. de- ! for your loyal gentiments, .with which I |.

elined to accept the conditions which ap-

peared ds the guarantee of the independ-
i-ence of Korea, but also began at the
[same time to insist on provisions to be
incorporated in.a project regnrdmr- the
question of Manchuria.

Such demands -on the part of the Jap-
anese maturally were ‘inadmissable, the
question of Russia’s position in: Man-
churia, concerning- in -the first place
China, but also all the rowers, having
commercial interests in China. The im-
perial government, therefore, saw abso-

A NGRS A3

lately no reason to inelude in a spe.cinl i
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am couvmced all true Russians are now
imbued,” is a mes$age which the Czar
telegraphed to the provincial council of
the government of Yareslave (capital of
the government of the same name, 473
miles from Moscow) in response to a re-
solution expressing enthusiasm at the
rupture of relations with Japan.

The express train service between
Irkutsk, Siberia and Manchuria has been
suspended.

The Czar attended the opera yesterday
evening, and received an enthusiastic
ovation,

.
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repeat the Natiomal Anthem thrice be~
fore the audience was satisfied.

RO s
THE PORT OF NEWCHWANG.

Powers Advised to Demand Its Sur-
render by Russia.

London, Feb. 8.—A dispatch . from
Newchwang says: “Owing to the enorm-
ous trade interests involved, the powers
should demand that Russia surrender the
port of Newchwang and agree to the
neutralization. tkereof.”

el
JAPS GREATLY EXCITED.

Lccal Subjects of Mikado Much Delight-
ed With Events So Far.

Local Japanese residents are keyed up
to a pitch of excitement scarcely less
than that which is galvanizing their
loyal counfrymen across the Pacific.
When they heard this morning that hos-
tilities had actually commenced there was
a constant procession of little brown men
to the Times office; where the startling
news was bulletined. It was interesting
to watch - the expressions that flitted
acrogs their countenances as they read.
Their faces heamed when they saw the
bulletin announcing the disablement of
three Russiam ships off Port Arthur, but
fell alarmingly when they read that
“eleven Japaitese ships and one Russiam
ship were destroyed.” Quite naturally
they unhesitatingly branded this report
as untrue, manufactured out of the whele
cloth for Slav cousnmptxon‘ They Wwere
not disposed to believe that their vaunt-
ed navy had been’'placed hors de cmnh‘t ;
so early in the game: 5. 1

Amy apprehension that 'may have a—
isted, however, was set -at rest when
they saw the bulletin  confaining . the
effect of Viceroy Alexief’s dispatch to
his Imperial master, and they went off
with their heads in the air and an “I told
you so” expression on their faces. Far
from regretting that diplomatic relations
between the two powers have been sever-
ed, the local subjécts of the Mikado hawe
viewed the trend of the affair with un-
feigned delight. They have been aching
to see their eountry get a whack at Holy
Russia.

In conversation with a Times reporter
this afternoom a ‘prominent Vietoria Jap-
anese merchant gaid that every Japanese
was confi of the ability of the Island
kingdom to hold its own. They knew
perfectly what they were going  up
against., They were familiar with the
fighting qualities of the Cossacks, having
been comrades-in-arms with them in the
Boxer troubles in China. Having seem
themy fight, the Japanese are of the opin-
lon that the Czar’s soldiers were. very
much over-estimated. This same mex-
chant said that all expected that the
first objective of the Japanese - attaek:
would be Port Arthur, bnt no one ex-
pected that it would com soon, Now
that the'trouble had start WEY
i ehey wanted to kée it fo tra'f
Korea, he said, wa& full of the Mikado's
soldxérs The mxth division, which had ~
disappeared mysteriously from Japane
some time ago, had gone to the Hermit
Kingdom, and these, together with the
steady stream which had been. pouring
intor the scountry for some time past,
would azgregate a formidable force.

Local Japanese reservists have nof yet
received word from the consul calling
them’home. They are just bubbling over
with fight, like so much gun cotton ready
to explode. Those who are not reservists
and who can’t fight intend showing their
intense patriofism by monetary eontribu-
tions ‘to the cause. ' A meeting will be
held “either to-night or to—mm'zow, Ea
wilF make arrnngemeﬁtd" for pen‘od b
contributions to the war.

A mumber, of the loeal’ ananece be‘fong
16 the second ling.of maval reserves, and . -
‘aré ‘quité " prepared ‘and wery villing -to /

“leave for Japan on the first notice; “The

Japanese of Hawaii, however, belong to
the first reserves, and will be the first

; fo be called on in event of their services

being required.
il —O—
, CAUGHT UNPREPARED.

Engagement at Port "Arthur in Which
the Land Batteries Aiso
Participated.

Chefoo, Feb. 9.—The steamer Colum-
bia has arrived from Port Arthur with
additional news of the attack by the
Japanese fleet upon. the Russian fleet in
the roads outside of the harbor of Pert

Arthur.

The Columbia was in the roads at the
time and felt the first shock of a tor-
pedo explosion at 11 o’clock Monday
night. The attack continued all night,
and at daylight this morning two Rus-
sian battleships and one first class Rus-

,sian eruiser were seen te have been dis-

abled and beached at the entrance eof
the harbor. 'The erniser was badly list-
ed.

This moraing the Russian forts opes-
ed fire on the Japanese fleet, which was
about three miles distant. The Japan-
ese vessels returned the fire, nitting
several of the Russian ships but doing
little damage. The Russian cruiser
then went out and the Japanese vessels
disappeared. They were seen later om
going in the direction of Dalny, undam-
aged. Although the officers of the Colum~
bia-say there were seventeen in the at-
tacking party, only sixteen were seen
later in the day rear Foochow,

The steamer Foochow, from Dalny,
passed through the Japanese fleet to-
day. The fleet consisted of six batfle-
ships, four first-class cruisers and  six

bother vessels. They were eighteen miles

from Port Arthur this morning and
were proceeding in a southeasterly diree-
tion. The: Foochow brought 309 Japan~
ese refugees.

A member of the erew of the Colum-
bia tells this story of the naval battle.at
Port Arthur:

“The Columbia was lying in the road-
stead surrounded by fourteen Russiams
battleships and cruisers. At 11.30
o’clock Monday night a severe shock wass
felt on board the Columbia. The Rus- |
sians” immediately commenced to operate
their searchlights and opened fire towards
the sea. The firing Jasted only a short
time. At 1 o'clock"more whocks were
felt, and the Russians again commenced
firing.

“The Japanese did not return the fire.
At 2 o’clock two Russian battleships
went in and were beached across the

The orchestra was obliged to |

enirance of the harbor. They were




