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Citizens of Victoria in Public. Meeting' As- . might have been expected from the deni-
¢ ey zens of .a menagerie,, but. which was

sembled Endoise Action of ilie Times'ia something that the decent men in the
form. aunidience were, with good reason, heart-

Regard toMMoraIRO o ., yily ashamed. “Mr. Marchant, however,

b \ : : Tis “tée ¢ld 'a campaigner: to bé silenced

", 0 leven by a“systematic.attempt to howl

Enthusiastic- Reception -Ace te the. Ad~ ihim down, and .in spite of'the hisses,‘the

oo hooting, sahd the  yelling, thanks to his
vocates of Law and Order ﬂtﬂle City | ok)queﬁce and his lusty Jungs, he secur-
Hall Lest Night.:

od @ bhearing after ‘all, and-poured ‘some '

hot shet into: the ranks of those who had
T ¢ banded themselves together into- an or-,
: gunized” attempt to drown the voice of |
the reformer.

Mr. Marchant was succeeded by a
“charaeter.”” “John,” erstwhile member |
of the Vancouver Y. M. C. A. and of the
local corps of the Salvation’ Army, an- |
nounced in stentorian tones that he had |
had “a practical experiénce of religion
in' Victoria, and found it a humbug,”
and that was all “John” was allowed to |
give utterance to.

Ex-Alderman Macmillan was treated |
almost as, badly as was Mr. Marchant
the fact that the clock indicated 10:30 |
being made“the excuse for loud cries of |
“time.”” The young man who had sus- |
tained a fall at the hands of Mr. Gra-
hame, (the same young man who Iis
identified with the Canadian Artillery),
made himself particularly noticeable,
and when Mr. Macmillan finally made
himself heard he devoted special atten-
tion to that individual,

Rev. R. W. Trotter made a stirring
speech, appeal for the recognition of
British law on the very highest grounds,
and winding the audience up to a piteh
of enthusiasm by his really able remarks.
He also was treated to some attention at |
the hands of the same irrepressible |
young man of the militia, who seemed
to be entirely impervious to the repeat-
ed drubbings he received.

Mr. Chas. H. Lugrin, editor of the Co-
lonist, was Joudly called for, and in spite
of his apparent unwillingness to speak
he occupied ten minutes to excellent pur-
pose, receiving one of the most attentive
hearings of the evening. ° = | i

By this time it was becoming evident
that the arguments advianced by the
speakers on behalf of the resoiution had
made a deep impression upon the larger
portion of the amdience, and those who
had been making themselves obnoxicus
in the e¢arly part of the evening had for

Obstructive Tactics -of ‘the- Hoodlum Element
Defeated by the Overwhelming Expression
of the People’s Voice.

A Meeting Without a Parallel -im the History
s City—A Resolution Which Means
Much forVictoria.

At five minutes to eight o’clock last
svening the city hall was crowded. "The
call for a meeting to consider the action
of the police commissioners had succeed-
ed better thon was anticipated in the
gathering of a concourse of people and
in place of the ordinary handful ‘of peo-
ple who generally respond to the call of
a civic meeting there were present fully
500, and, contrdry to cxpectations, all of
them were men. Later in the evening
the audience was swelled to at least &
thousand.

And many of them were men who were
not imbued with any idea of moral re-
form in the general acceptation of the
term, for a large number were smoking
and a goodly proportion were recogniz-
able as more or less acquainted with the
liquor traffic—on one side of the bar or
the other. :

Three minutes after eight o’¢clock
there was an outburst of cheering, occa-
sioned by the entrance of his worship
the mayor, who promptly proceeded to
announce the circamstances under which
the meeting was called. Reading 'the
requisition, his worship acpounced that,
in accordance therewith,; the eall had
been issued, and he then asked the me?t-
ing to proceed to the choice of a chair-
man.

His worship’s positive declining of the
honor- of presiding, suggested .- by Mr.

the force of the logic pitilessly poured
out upon them. Rev. J. O. Speer made
a strong indictment of the chief magis-
trate of the city on the ground of his
failure to do his duty as a ‘police com-
missioner, entering a strong
aga‘nst the continueéd nén-observance of
law.as a parent; as & citizen and as the
pastor of a church, ’ 5

Nddra at headquartdis. Wl

| structing the chief of police nof to en-

| tion

very shame to git in silence and admit |

protest |

‘may)! ‘the
Leads of Vietoria be alarmed, and he only

;asked that the laws onthe"statute book

‘be enforced. - He was: very sorry to hear

;'of the closing of* the‘loeal Y. M. C. A,
j-ass jtrwas: the want ‘of such institutions

that drove young. men to these dens of
vice, and he would be on!y too happy to
assist in building up the institution again.
He would -now read the resolution and
leave it in the hands of those folowing
him, who, he hoped, would receive better
tregatmentt at the- hands:.of’ the gudience
than he haid received. “The following %
theresolntlomse, =80 F o a2 A e
- “Where~s' it ‘@ppears from the Teports

in tHe public préss of theé meeting of the

board: of police ‘commissioners” held " on
the 29th”December that the -board ‘stood
Letwden the pslice and  the enforcing of
the law, especially “n  regard 1o. the
‘bouses.'of. prostitution, in that ‘the chief

t'of police had been told so long us the
| houses were properly conducted’ Dot to

interfere with them.' Be it resolved that
we, the citizens of Victoria pow assem-
bled, condemn in the strongest terms the

i ecnduct of the inajority of the board of
! ‘police commissioners—especially, that' 8f

the chief magistrate of the city—for: in-

force the law as it stands upon the stat-

{ ute book, and that we demand that in

future the-board of police commissioners
see that the law is ecarried into effect,
and that copies of the foregoing resolu-
be sent to the provincial govern-
ment and to the police commissioners.”
. Rev. Dr. Campbell followed, and said
in opening that he was sure that -he
would have a good hearing. .The pre- |
vious speaker had thought he had been
badly treated, but he thought the ma- -
jority of the men piesent were honest
men, who were anxious to remedy the
ocndition of affairs in this city.  He did
mot think there was a man present who
did not wish well for' the city of Vie-
toria.

The question submitted to the audience
admitted cof little question. He thought
Victoria was indebted: to the press for

board of police commissioners, and for
the leaders which had. appeared in their
columns from time to time. He wished
the action' of the commissioners had :
taken place .at another time, for many
woculd - construe it into an effort to un-;
seat the present mayor. He didn’t,
think that owme of the men whose names
appeared on the petition to the mayor
asking for this weoting conld be guilty  of
sech 2 political trick, and, like himself, |
wished to cee the question on a higher .
besis. The chief of  police, he continu- |
ed. takes his instructions from the board :
of police commissioners.. He then read
a few exfracts from the reports of the
I eeting of the board, as reported in. the !
1'Tress.
by Mr. Hiil calling for action on behalf
of .the board. to enforce the .law in re-

was not wise to enforeé. the iaw

Noah Shakespeare, was hailed with an-
other hurst of cheering, and the choice
of Alderman Phillips, on the suggestion
of Mr. John Grant, becanie necessary.
There was some difficulty in obtaining
a secretary, Messrs. Francis 'k'age and
George Sheldon Williams being nomi-
nated in turn, and edch in turn signifying
by non-appearance unwillingness to ac-
cept the position. Ultimatelp Mr. H. A,
Munn undertcok the duties of-the pest,
and then there was some further delay
owing to the want of 'a - programime.
Loud calls were made for *“Marchant,”
but Mr. Shakespeare explained that :the
ex-alderman was not present and that
Mr. T. L. Grahame was appointed to
move the resolution. o) ‘
Then began a studied: attempt to pre-
Ve thechampiony wE-thed reform
movement from givihg” eéXpress - 0
their opinions, but, the. first speakel
proved equal to the oeccasion, and his re-
peated allusion to . ‘“claquers” {(gentle-
men who interrupt ' the -performamce)
had the effect of biinging: the-noisy ele-
ment to time. SN e SR
But the fun began ‘lin earnest when a
young man who is ideptd .with the
Canadian Artillery thought.. he ‘had:-a
good brick-bat to throw' af Mr. 'Ura-
hame, and for a few' minutes it leoked
as if there was going.to. be something
almost amounting ta. 4, ‘*serdp,”. but the
young. man- was. compel 'to aeknow-
ledge that the subject in which he seem-
ed most interested  had * hothing to do
with that which the mézting ‘was. called
to. cansider. s bl o
His worship the mayor ~obtained - a
fairer hearing for Mr. >:G#ghame’’ by
pointing ovt that as chief yoagistrate of
the city he was prineipally . mterested
in the meeting and was. fhepefore, desir-
~us of seeing every speaker .receive a
fair hearing. g8 5t
Mr, Grahame was then“allowed to con-
tinue' and conclude his spé in. com-
parative quiet, winding wp by moying:the
resolution. which  constituted - the real
business of the meeting; S
Rev. . Dr;. Campbeil, in "Secoriding the
resolution, won the favor ¢f his audi-
ence 'from the outset and’ received an
excellent hearing. His caustie allusion
to the statements of two.of the police
commissigners  was receiyed-with bursts
of' applause, but wheti the eloguent doc-
tor stated with all the emphagis of which
he is a master that “if yOu‘Eﬁmgn could
not restrain their passionssufficiently to
save them' from outraging” young ~Wwo-
manhood and girlhood the lunatic asy-
lum was the best place for them,” the
audience cheered again and again.
Another excellent point:made by the
reverend speaker was his -allusion to the
statement of the mayar as & police com-
missioner that so long -ad§ the bawdy
hcuses were conducted ‘n an orderly
manner they were not to be interfered
with, which, the speaker said, meant
that :so long as the *law was broken
quietly” no objection. would be Taised.
The mayor was the ne:t:)ty spe_afer, a}xlx_a
ade a ‘ommencement wishing his
gludience a “Happy ' New Year)' His
worship ‘gave g safaple of special plead-
ing ‘tvhich se¢mied ‘to Win the approval
of the element which had previously ex-
pressed their seatiments as favorable to
the action of the police commissioners
and.in his attempt to cast opprobrium
on the editor of the Times the speaker
showed that he had devoted more atten-
tion to .preparing. his. address than his
worship would : care -the public:.to ' sup-
pore he had considered necessary.
Ex-Mayor Jehn Grant -amused ‘the
andience with one of his characteristic
addresses, ‘devated, of course, to the at-
tempt to prove that the efforts. of those
who are working for reform of present
conditions will be- without avail. © Many
of his statements were received with in-
credulity, and in ahswer to the expres-
sions of doubt ‘the speaker: contented
himself with a.reiteration of the staté-
ment with ater emphasis. ‘Mr, Grant
said that Vietoria would compare favor-
ably morally with any other city in the
Dominion, and went so far as to say
ibat he considered Mr, Morris *‘a greater
.’ and condemned the agitation for

Mr. Alex.” Wilson was the last speak-
er, and he kept ‘the audience alive evep
though -the hour was getting very, late.

son persisted in calling “a spade a
spade,”, and drove bome in forceful
fashion the arguments advanced by the
previons spenkefs, being armed for 'the
task by. his long residence in Victoria,
and therefore in a-position to refer to
the time whén other evils were defended
as- necessary, but whick are now regard-
ed as ahominable,

It was now approaching twelve o’cloek
acd the cries of question indicated that

speakers they wished, and the chairman
proceeded to put the matter to.a wote.
The . amendment moved by Mr. Grant,
ccmmending the

shouts of “Aye’” seemed tc emanate from

as to leave little room for doubt that the

of . law and decency. The ‘chairman,
however, called for‘'a show of hinds,
when it was easily ‘apparent that the
amendment  was defeated Ly an over:
whelming ‘majority,—it is estimated ¢on-
servatively at three to one. Rounds of
cheering greeted 'the ‘announcement, ‘and
when the resolution was voted on ‘the
oyly opposition vote was that of the irre-
pressible young:militiaman, who held up
his hand and kept it up as if to make
up .by. his  persistence for - the lack" of
sympathizers.

It was a wonderful neeting in ‘many
respects.
ever held in the city, and 'a long. one;
it indicated beyond all possibility of ges-
tion the great interest which has ‘béen
aroused in' the question of moral reform.
From 8 0’clock until cldse on midnight
the ‘immense audienee

indication of weariness. . Nor was that
the only ‘remarkable feature. The argu-
nmcnt - was all on one‘ side, as was the
eloquence. John' Grant, of coudrse, made
the-only attempt to combat the gemeral
argument, the mayor’s address ' being
practically confined to a defence of. his
individual position and to'an ‘attack on
the ‘editor of the I'imes. The result’ was
a foregone conclusion, for although noisy
at -times,” it was apparent long before
the vote was taken that ‘the majority
were in favor of the resolution proposed
by Mr. Grahame;” and  which was a
strong denunciation of the action ' of
the police commissioners, After the
meeting Mr. Grahame” received many
congratulations upon the policy adopted
by the Times and upon the triumphant
v*ndication ~given- by -one ‘of the largest
meetings ever held in British Columbia.

th'e speeches:

Mr. Grahame, editor of
said he had been: asked to propose the
resolutioa, but before doing
- mnake . a few preliminary’ remarks, and
said he was very pleased to see such a
large, representativer gathering 'as was’
prescnt.

lice commissioners on ' Thursday ;
while he had the highest respect for
Mayor Redfern as a man and a ¢itizen,
when that gentleman uttered those re-
marks at Thursday’s meeting the speak-
er contended that he was mistaken and
disagreed with him in toto, and would
endeavor both by voice and pen to coun-
teract the evil those remarks had caus-
ed. He continued to say that the ideas
of two of the police commissioners were
not consistent with the great ideas upon
which the British nation had been built.
Victoria- to-day -stands ‘at*'the parting of
the ways, and is in danger of getting a
reputation of being wide open. He was
aot going to give it that name, and did
rot intend to tickle the ears of the audi-
ence, ~but as a youth he had
been. a: medical student, and as
such had ample opportunity of
witnessing daily the ' sufferings = of .
yvouths who,k underwent -operations, the
reeult of this great moral- disease, and
'said that if the youths present had the
sume privilege they would not take long
to decide which way to go.” The speaker |
thenn referred to the time when, owing |
to the awful spread of. disease in  the |
British army, Lord 'Wolseley wrote’ and
caused to be.printefl;and:hug up in eve

harrack rdom inithe gartisofy towid§ 0O

the “Usitdd JKingdém a’’fdtherly lefgp;t_,{
addressetiPto the troops £¥om), himself, and;
Teord” erts, asking the men. to .refr |
from gughviges. a5 through'it the fouhi-
dation of the British army "afd vy :
was being sappéd and capsing great con-

evil,”
reform ns nothing moare than a political
dodge to “blast ‘the fair reputation of
Mr. Redfern.” i i

But Mr. Grant fairly capped the cli-
max with his. amendment, which .was
hailed with a storm. of groans ,and'“hdo“’
ing, and which it required-a special res!
quest addressed: to 'Mr; JKH%!??%I'
to find a seconder for: o "”& i

Then occurred the most (ﬁkna gt
seene of the evening, ex-Alderman. Mare,
chant being treated to a reception which

(

With characteristic bluniness Mr. . Wil- i for our girls to walk the streets if these

the audience had at last heard all the

action of the police |
commissioners, was first puf, aad ithe |

victory was on the side of the friénds !

Probably one of the largest+

manifested . the .
keenest interest in the proceedings, the |
people retaining their ‘positions, some of .
them uncomfortable ones, ‘with but Lttle ;

rigcrously. He said that he had lived in
a large seaport town where not one of

. 'The pecple of

the sble reports of the meetings of the . E

| ing jto do with -all. these- women.

jchosg to reform. The men might,
&

I Bei
. | rin 99 s &l ”
giid to bawdy houses, and Mayor Red- | town,” the speaker instanced oronto
fern’s remark that in a seagort town it 1

190 |

that e capare’ favorably .with  any
other cily. .The article-in  the 'I'‘mes
about the’ 'scheol children - wag a
lie. and: **a scandal ‘- against  the
sublic “and.  the - publie > schools.
The 4ditor acknowledged that he had re-
ceived ‘the information second Pand; aud
if hé had had the interests of the piate
at heart would have, beiore publishing
such information, ;first 1scerta:ned if the
things stated’were true. He had no doubt
some of the gentlemen opposing him were
getwited: with good desgﬁes, but{it Wwould’
be better ifrthey were #5 s'ncerb inlacts
a8 in words, ' ‘I'be. polica commissidners-
krow ‘tHat it ‘is. impossible: to drive the
evil -out of the ¢ity,.so they esire_‘toekave'
‘those f)laces all_together where they will
be able (to. watch it and Suppress Bny
rewdyism. If the people wished the mat-
ter changed they 'should present/a péti-
tion. to .the council’ and net take.sich
steps as they have; He certainly thought
this meeting was purely a political dodge
to make a test question at the next elec-
t'on. ., He had not raised the issue, but
would face it, and after thanking the
uwudience for good hearing said -he hoped
and  believed the people would endorse
his actions by returning him at the head

( of the poll on Thursday week.

.John Grant got a ‘promiscuous recep-
tion.”’; He thought it was 'a rather-im-
portant question. ‘To be or not to.be,”
that is the question; whether we will
place. reasonable, sensible men in charge
of ciyic affairs or put them. into the
hangds of cranks and agitators, who have
extiaordinary notions of what' is
right and wrong and are moral scaven-
gers.. That is not the kind of people he
wanted to.see at the head of the city’s
affairs. Every man who would defame
the name of the.ecity.as had been done
in the public press was a traiter to it.
¢ ‘ctoria had been spending
money to -advertise the. advantages ' of
Victoria, while a few individuals were
defaming the fair name of the place, He
condemned both newspapers, and, said
Victorians must stand up and defend:the
name of the city. 'The press of Vietoria
oughi not to be tolerated nor patronized.
very man in the room knows it is iu-

. Dossible to do away with the social evil.

He wanted to know what they wereogo-
ne
gentleman had told him that they were
going to make domestic seryants - of
them, (Uproar.) The good people of
the, city would not take one .of these
women . into their homes, even . if tl;es;
2t
i the. Jadies would not. (Laughter .and
hisses.) The speaker at some- length
and with great gusto drew pictures of
the hard-heartedness of ‘“‘good” people in
this, .respect. The city of Victoria, he
i pronounced, with great emphasis, eould
{ compare favorably with apy town in
Canada. He had seen more bad canduct

e read the resolvtion submitted | 1t small towns in the east in gne day

{ tha -he eyver saw in .a year in Victoiia.
g asked for the name of’the. ‘“‘small

and .*Montreal,” a_ statement which con-
tributed  considerably to the merriment
{ of the audience.  Being ridiculed cn this
I'point Mr. Grant instaneed Hamilton, and

thete’ honten cxisted PhaiGomvry &8 i thdt portion of the audience who  hail

Dr. Helmcken that it would not be safe

houses were repressed was
the city of Victoria. The men. who
retrenize these shacks. on  Chatham
street should be punished egually with
the women. (Loud ‘cheers.) {

“How are these houses to-be properly
conducted ?’ exclaimed Dr. Campbell, .in
ccmmenting upon a remark .of Dr
Helmcken,

a libel on

ot the law obtaining under British rule
thioughout the world.”

pecpling of the lunatic asylum through
the enforcement of the law. was also.un
insult. - “If a young man lives to:de-
grade womanuood and - insult girthoed,

+and prolonged eheers):. -~ »ooau u
Helmcken’s ‘statement that givls

than the wdmenp ‘indicated’ .came in:for
scathing derunciation - by the reverend
dogctor, who resented. the slanderramid
cheers, - The commissioneis: had alsoin-
structed the police officers to relax the
law. Why nct abelish the law? 1f it is
! wrong, why not change it?  When 1hen
are, placed in position to enforce that

carried ou. : A
‘Mayor Redfein’s statement that" it

was difficult to enfcrez the law ‘he

egreed in'part with, ‘bat to relax’ the law

The chief magistrate said that the con-
diticn i ‘the city “was better with these
hcuces pnd tbat wcmen' should-not bz
driven cut. Sccieties of women in the
chvrch did pot do all that they shonld?
to reclaim these women, but they were
not tc by icclaimed by 1elaxing the law.
The cure was to enforce the law here
and now. (Applause.)

All such houses  are catalogued as dis-
orderly, continued the speaker, in:refer-
*ipg to another of Dr. Helmcken's state-
mwents. He ‘characterized thé majorily
of the board as presenting an astounding
spectacle. The mayor as chief magis-
i trate of the city speaks on that board
as i the representative of the ‘city. Per-
conally he had nothing to ‘say for or
against the chief of police; but for fcur
or five years he has been singled out
as-1he chief sinner, yet the meeting of

The following is a detailed report of |

i | toria.
the Times, |

| lished things calculated to

the board proves that he has just been

i cerrying out the behests of the commis-
{ sioners,

If the sentiment ' of the law
was "to’ be respected it was neccssary
that the law be enforced.® If a board of
commissioners were desired who wanted
the law to be relaxed, then - the city
should return Mayor Redférn to ‘the
board. A police commissioner who would
utter the sentiments: reported as falling
from the lips of Mayor Redfern was not
fit to be the -mayor of a eity like Vie-
He seconded the resolution.

Mayor Redfern upon rising wished all

i a hanpy and prosperous new year, and
so ~would !

said he hoped it would be as good finan-
cially as the past one. Ever since his
aprointment - as. police «commissioner he

3 |'had never known the reporters 'of the
In regard to the proceedings |

that toek place at the meeting of the po- |
last,”

press. to seek to gain admission, yet'at
this eritical moment, just previous té the
election, they obtained entrance and pub-
injure his
character. According to the  statute
the meetings of the police commissioners
were open to the press, and he admitted
the social evil here, but said there was
not ‘the slightest use to try and stamp
it out. It had been tried before in the
larger “cities on°the continent with very
disastrous results, and finally ‘brought
things to such a pass that they had to
license  the houses. He went on to say
that the Times was now posing as the
organ of the moral reform party, but it
had libeled the town and perhaps would
prevent many from settling here who
would have dome ‘so if the ar-

! ticles published by it were believed. The

editor was a traitor to the city and had
taken the wrong steps to try and re-
form it. Reform, he submitted, must be
effected gradually, as great results can-

" not be attained by extreme measures.

The Times had stated that the actions of
the police commissioners were those of
“frightened rabbits.” He asked the andi-

! enre if his aetions were those of a fright-

ened ‘rabbit. The man who wrote that
article: way ajcoward. but he would pass
it ower “with the coptemnt: .it" deserved,
and semphytically declared that Victoria
was. as morgl and virtuons:a town as:any
in the; universe. (€Gireat uproar, cheers
and hisses,s He had gone to ‘the jtrouhle:
of fipding;ont how many of thesr watlieni
were in-the. town;:anil ascerthified:that:
the.exact number was 71, and since fheti-
some. had.left. . The’ police: regprds shiow:

‘“Their very exigtence is.a | canvass,

law they arc there to gee its provisicns

was nct the way to rem<dy the matter, !

! from that district inquired for dates, The
| spéaker admitted being a little misty on
| datés, but finally thought that it was in
. thé “fifties’”’—somewhere, another state-
.ment that was reccived with loud laugh-
ter. The agitation, the speaker said, was
8 réd Herring to drive people off the trail.

. | Ha ‘congidéred Mayor Redfern’s oppon-

| ent the bigger evil of the two. e au-
dience indicated unmistakably that they
i did"not cousider the meecting the place to
but Mr. -Grant held %o the

violation of the law of God’s word aud i poiiit, and said Mayor Redfern would be

‘returned by as big a majority as there
| were votesin the house.” He moved the

Dr. Helmcken’s remark regarding the | following vamendment to the Tesolution,

- which was seconded by J. K. Campbell:

HPhat. this meeting--of the citizens of
; Vidtoria o'in'. public assembled commeond
! the action of Messrs. ' Redfern’ and

ie s fia ok im,” | Helmeken:in the position they assumed
3 Jarge number. of people, but therMega- ;;’he i e e

tive was shouted eut in such ‘a mahnet %"

who attend church are nc better in spirit |

at the recent meeling of the police com-
| missioners.” S IR 3 R 6
Mr., W. Marchant, who was received
with groans and hisses, asked for a' fair
' and -impartial hearing and stated’ his in-
tention 715" speak on the gaestien if he
| remrained all night. < He said it was those
who was afraid to hear him . that were
hewling, but he was determined. to thresh
the matter out and was there to sub-
stantiate what he had said in his let-
ters to.the. press, . Mr. Grant had said
i that they had blasted the fair name of
Tetoria, in making public as. they had
done the awful state of affaire existing
in the town, and did not wish for their
1 gy, lin% to be washed in public. Ile
i (the speaker) thought. that it. was a dis-
grace to have any dirty, linen” o wash,
w%}fse still for them to refuse to remedy
the evil, and it il became the mayor, as
police commissioner, to countengnce such
acts. He was perfectly aware where
the opposition came from. It emanated

frdm the men who' desired to see hell- !

hodses im 'the’city, 'and those who ha
taken that side were traitors to the city
wherein'they ‘had éentered their’ best in-
terests. He scorned the "allegation that
he was talking party politics ‘and ‘only

wighed to' seet the ‘towh maintain /its’ vir- |

tue and keep its mamhoo#tiand Svoman-
heod -pure. Thoseswho-were making. the
disturbance were, the ones ;who support~
ed these, places and wearenfraid of the iss
sug of the d'scussion, for;then their own
sins.would  be dragged torlight. Oneé of
the previous gpeakers had said: that this

rﬁg_e,tinz was called for.political pnrposos.”l Loard, #nd’ their statements-and not' the’|
e

denied such was the case, and . con-
tended that it was simply on account of

what had been said at the police com- |
missioners] meeting, He would ask the

meeting td pass the resolution and so.
protect the.people from the infamy that
reigns in our midst

Ex-Ald. . John McMillan had great diffi-
culty in .quieting the boisterons portion
of the audience before he could get a
hearing. The stout ex-representative:of

the North Ward started by compliment- |

ing the commissioners upon the charac-
ter of the men whom they had. brought
to  support their cause. A roar -which
drowned the speaker’s: voigce
“You can keep this up till morning,” said
the speaker, “but I can stay toe:".
of the nboisy element suggested putting
him out, but the appearance of the sturdy
spéaker and h’s bold  challenge’ deterred

them from any further demonstration’

along thdt ‘line. *“¥ have the right to
address this meeting, and I am going to,”
said Mr McMillan.” “I am not gomg
t> be browbeaten by the mob. have
friends: who will stay with me and the
representatives of the saloon  and ' the
gambling heils can’t howl me dowh. It's
an' insult to the intelligence of this city
that such a state of affairs exists.. An-
other period of uproar followed. *“We'
have a sample of how -the mayor en-
forces the law,” said Mr. McMillan. “We
haye'a sample of how the ehief of police
performs his duties, You can -offer no
stronger reason for moral reform than
this meeting.”

e mayor was again compelled  to
take the platform and- reiterated his
former ‘appeal for fair play and asked
the. audience to hear the speakers quiet-

y“If the police commissioners did their
duty there would be more than asking
£6r “order,”’ continned the speaker. ‘“The
representatives of the law would be here.
‘We have here an illustration of how the
meaxim that the law shall’ not be en-
forced ' works, :
platform four vears ago.and championed:

the ecause of Mayor Redfern you heard’|

me” “Another uproar followed, but
finaily ‘the  speaker triumphed and pro-
ceeded; ~He-®aid that when the policé
commisbioners say that the laws set up¥
ot ‘the statnte books by the parliament
of Ganadashall not he énforced he had:
a=vight to° be heard in- protest. :
cutied swhat ' Mavror Redfernsaid at”thel

ensued. |

Some-|

When I stool on thig

He' redi|

Itime of his' election, when at’ a public

i 1 ‘n
| meeting he Jsaid_in reply to a question | i

“that he wolild™enforce the ldw in-
i 'to these mokal” guestions.
H'took under his: wing the vice’ that vims
“rampant imdtHis eity ‘when he-iiistrueted
the chief of pelice to not enfovce the
faw.*“I. hayve a:right to protest when
the likerties of my home are threatened,”
said-Mr. MeMillan. A few interrupters
‘shouted " *‘Chingman” and the speaker
retorted-“ycw will take the company of
‘the’ Chinaman .in .the brothel, ‘but-1iot in

the diseussion::of! public gyestions.”’ The |
% vociferously. - Passing:}”

audience "cheered ;
‘on he 7eferred to the piinted women ‘who
sit in- the -windows on :Chatham 'street,
and one of "the ndisy element wanted :ig
know: if he was surée they were.painted.
He got. his- answer, for the speaker-re-
p}ied,”“Yes, :afnd’ you -helped: to  paint

them. ; o3 Re
“Does Mayor Redfern dardgo say, that'
gambling can jx’: repressed sand ‘prostitu-
tion can rot? Why should¢he imiake an
exeeption in’ fayvor of prostitution,” con-
tinned Mr. MeMillan. Tt )
“T accuse: Mayor. Redfern of nothing; of
taking no rake-offs.. . He! is. too honor-
able a man to.fake any rake-off. I ve-
spect his business integrity, but he is a
mistaken man,: 5 s
“I know Mayor Redfern did not jn-
troduce this system of instructing: the
police not to do their duty. Things have
been the same, for fifteen years. Agita-
tion had béen jhiseless while the late po-
lice magistrate and the mayor alone con-
stituted the board. But as soon as we
got 'a fearless, honorable man in _the
position ' (uproarions cheers), then there
was something for reporters to hear; be-
fore it was evident there ‘was not. “As
soon as this was reported in the Times
the  moral sensé’of the city was shocked.
snd this meeting is the outeome. ' *: °
* “Yon have as’your l¢ader on this plat-
form to-night''s man who = was' ‘once
mayor of ‘thelcity. ' T ask you to leok

tegard |
Tnistead he |
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a man who could utter such. sentiments
as he did- last - Thursday. should : have
the control of  the city, and the  enkg
thing for Mayor Redfern to do:-now was
to, come: forward and admit he had beem
mistaken.  If every one had, the.oppor-

tunity. that le, the speaker, hagd, of; see
ing result -of this immorality ﬂg?t
gh-

V1) i

would; not hesitate as to what, 9. do.
was always somebody's sister or dam
ter: that- fell, and no respecta man
should have the. audacity to .{iry and

over the pést;"for he had his good qual-
ities; ‘but are you willing to entrust your
boys ‘under his leadership? (Loud cries
of “No, mo,)*I fight for_those: who ‘can’t
fight for themselves. /It. has become a
term - of reproach for'a lady to be seen
in 'a hack in this city.. In_ the eastern
cifies courtesans'canot ride im the hacks
licensed by the: city. Men who are al-
ways howlingab’the Chihamen make na
objection- to’‘their -attendance  at  these
houses which the howlers are-here this
night to defend. (Looud cheers.) . Mavor
Redfern liad said this was mot a polith
cal matter, but -before the mayor had
closed he had bid for support and show-
eg h‘e regarded: it as a political issue,
auge. Yl W ot b4 s
.( Iggv.. ﬁafph}zﬁrp,tter said he was a Bri-
ton and:a citig .Qlc;ho for .four years in
this eity ha,(i ;ﬁ&‘ is: taxes. ln answer
to a question gp fsg'w.bpthex; he had not
been driver guf of

exist that could drive him out, (Cheers.)
He had an.opportunity of removing to
Rossland, but would not do 80, as h'_e‘ had
. stayed to fight ogt tl:_iii qnez(tllotno. ,l’hrge
vears ago. he. endeavor cremedy
this sbek '_’lis?i%a Biit ‘5¢%& baulked in his

attempt by’thé mayor, as he (the mayor)

would mot grant a” public énquiry -until
his (the speaker’s) evidence was pro-
duced. (gonsidering that the evidence
was such &8 would incriminate the very

men  who thus” asked for it he could |
- searcely, be ‘éxpected to accede to their”
request. ' Two' wealthy ~gentlemen from

Novh ‘Scotia“had - visited Victoria, With

iritentions of-investing their money here, |

but when they saw the state of affaifs
that existed

went away’ disgusted with the moral
state ofrthe city: - He had suggested and

wouldsupportiiidtitutions for fallen wo- |
men, ahdiif ohe'of them' came to him and !
told-him: sheiwished to re/o:m he would !

give her’ the'half of the last dellar he
had to help hery He was in dead earnest

ubouf thiz~affair, and would be found |
‘reform * to the ‘end. (Ap- |

fighting for!
plause.) &=

. My< C; BB Lagrin said he-had no in- | SEHE
tentign 6%t #féﬁjp , Bt ‘had” been “call* | Flour— BT (R 2 i s i
d would briefly outline his at- |~ Ogiivie’s Hungarian; per ‘bbl. .§

ed upon, &n )
titude, * Ay far as the Colonist was con-
cerhed,” there 'hiid been. nothing what-
ever politicz!'in the matter, and he had
no krnowledge of the meeting of the com-
missioners ‘Until  he saw the reperts
brought in- from that 'meeting. -He
thought Victéria compared very fayvor-
ably. with, any city
ever lived in :ifs orderliness, but .in no
place had he ‘ever seen the social evil so
conspicuous. . He¢ had never lived any-
where where he would not stand.for:the
enforcement of law, no matter who took
the ofher side.. (Cheers;) The meeting

| of .the peclics commissioners mads this |

Ireeting a. neeessity.

(Hear, hear.)  He
then denounced .. as

utterly and abso-

' lutely false the. staterhent that the soeiil |
I evil was necessary to keep young mex '
Anotker rea- |
son given was that they were necessxgy }

8

from  theilunatic asylum.

{in. cader;4d protect our ‘daughters.
the fathen ofvasfamily] be asked n> man

to: sacrifice.his: .daughter in order that
(Cheers,) If i

his' shauld be protected.
tLe sten »wko- believed that these womén
are the proteetors of the honor of their
{ witeg tnd 'daughters pursue: the argu

[ ment to its logical conclusion, - they
i should salute those women when they |
| Breets thehar:anotbes streets.

| the stafétients, of <the majority of the |

| reports of the press was the .greatest |
defamation of the city. - (Applause.)
it beeame known that any venerable |
ministerfilike Rev. -Dr. Campbell and |
Kev. Ralph Troiter had been . insulted
on a publiell)]latfomn the city was: dis-
| gre.ced,” and'the men who insulted them
| were the mien! who 'sat in the seats and
| applauded argunxents in favor of prosti-
i tution. It was a disgrace to Victona
| that honorable men could not come and
| expréss- their views without :being in

| sulted.

{

(Applause.)

|
:
He stood for the{
| enforcement of the law against prostitu- !

! tion. The crime could not be wholly |
suppressed,“but the laws could be en- |
| forced, .and more they conld not do. 1in
|*closing “he Hfippenled’ to the meeting to |
| svstain: 'thel ‘resolution, especially ywhen
i the ‘eyes of-‘all the ¢ountry are'turned to
British/Columbia, and not to allow it to |
| go’'out-'to the world that it stoed oppoas- :
.‘ed to the enforcement of the law. (Ap-;
I‘plause,) .. . i

Rev. J. C.'Speer said he wished to say |
that a lot of people were astounded at'!
the attitude of the mayor and _police .
commissionérs. He was now as he had
some ’time 'ago a conference with them
and their views then were the same as
were expresséd at the meeting of last.
Thursday. ” He had called the mayor’s !
attention last’ year to the obscene pic-
tures in view in the streets and asked
that . instructions be given to remove
them. "~ No ‘Steps had been taken to re- |
move them, and they remain a shame
and disgrace to the city. Therée was
certainly ‘gqod order in the town. He
had never “been melested, but no man-|
could be Here 24" hours before being:
shocked at its moral condition, for the

harlots were driven around in hacks and |-

in fact séemed to be coddled by the
police. It was the public’s place to ob- |
ject and see that the évil was sup- |
i pressed. He was sure no thought had
| entered the heéads of those who convened
| the meeting to make it a political one; it
was called to try and remedy the’ great
social evil.” Taxes were paid by the resi-
dents for the keeping of police and the
;police shonld do their duty. pro-’
tested béth"“ag ‘4 fathér. and “pastor.
1::\,‘:ninst the loose morals of the city. He"
{hoped it would not be put on recodd that
| tha! Taw had Been si‘t aside and_defied,
| Nothing would injuré Victoria. sg .much’
as that. For Mr. Redfern as a man he
¢ had-the ’Hghett respeet, but did not think

the town,  Mr. 'lfrotter i
said he had not, and the power did -not |

hey refused to settle and |

in s which he had |

(Loud ap- ]
' plouse.) Nothin@ more prejudicial to. the
interest of Victoria ever went out tnﬁn!

'f | Parm Produce—

1
3
| Butter (Cowichan creamery)..:..
!

make it easier for them to fall, €. on-~
ly wanted the law enforced; those laws

| had been.framed by men of the highest

intelligence. Cities have risen when they
have observed the laws, but never whem
they defied them., He would’ strongly
support the ‘resolution and hopefl every
man in the hall would do likewise, and
so_cleanse and purify the ecity., V.7 .
Mr. A. Wilfon said he was Strprised
when he read the actions of the’ police
commissioners. in the matter and consid-
ered the right thing had been done 'im
! thus calling a meeting to condemn thefr
' attitnde. . In the early days a camp of
| Indian women was allowed in the city,
| until.a few of the residents got stpbbe:i
i'with a bowie knife. 'As for the other
 police commissioner, Helmcken, he was
{not a bit syrprised at him, but no medi-
| cal man of ‘any sense would say ‘Buch
| things were conducive to good health er
aecessary to keep ybung men’ out of the
{ lunatic asylum. He hoped steps would
| be ‘taken to remove those: police’ commis-
| sioners. If the houses were shut there
{-would  be ‘no danger,  he thought, for
! theipe daughters, -becansge ' their “brothers
 and fathers coutd protect them: (Ap-
| planse.) g ¢ g
|”The amendment was then put and lost.
| the resolutien being carried amidst deaf-
! ening cheers and by an overwhel
majority. The meeting ended at:& quar-
te/r to twelve, . ° ’ il

VIOTORIA MARKETS.
| Current Quotations on the Locht:!
i : = “Excliange. '

There is littl> change-. in; the, 'city
| markets from the conditions chronidfed
last week. The beavy snowfall’ Has af-
fected tle - stockraisefs, who “ffid’ "them-
selves forced -to stall: their stock; dnd the
increased expense involved is almnest’ s
t0. be reflected in'an: advance in fhe Jos:
of all kinds of mecats. So far x)‘ § an:
lias, however, taken place. Thei % alsor
an advance imminent in bran‘afid shorts
owing to & shortage in the markét: Fisls
continue scarce: enison and grouse: ave
ous: of the 'market, but brant and, g&
| Geese are, fn a mgasure, taking t
D!\(EES. w2 14 L
Lake of the W bbl by
ake o e %uds. per L

Leiteh’s, per bbl.,.......c..q

0. K., per bbl

Snow Flake, per bbl

Premier, per bbl........... 0 003
XXX Enderby, per bbl......:

1 Grain— %

Wheat, per tom ............ 26.00830.00
Oorn (whole), per.ton 28, 00
Qorn : (czacked), : per - ton. .. 2% 00
Qats, per. .ton....reeveee B
Oatmeyl, per. 10 Ibs 0@
Rolled outs (B. & Ki)........
! Rolled oats (B. & K.), TIb sack
! Peed— ; 3
Hay '(baled), ‘per ton
Straw, per bale.:
Middiings,  per -ton...
Bran, per ton,.......
Ground feed per ton
Vegetables—
Potatves, per 100 ms.......
Beets, per M..........
Cabbage, per I.......
Caylitlower, Eer heand. .
| -Celery, ‘per hd....dvvveaiiie.
Lettuce, 4 hds, for..........
On‘ens, per: Id
{ "Onions &lckll
: - Gherkins,  per
| Fish— $ )
Salmon (smoked), per-Ib.....
iSalmon (spring),: per 4d E
Oysters \(‘J)lympmu), per gt..
Oysters (Hastern), per tin....
CoaT Pl . iios 50045 0o 0ipdive
Halibut, per I......cocivnass
Herring
Sme'ts, per ID. i aiaiee s
{ - Flounders. .
Crabs, 2 and 3 for

Y
sseany

Eggs .(Island, fresh), per doz.
Eggs (Manitoba), per doz....
Butter '(lreita creaumery).....
Best - dairy '
Oheese (Canadian)
Lard, per Ib
Meats—
Hams (American), per Ib .
Hams (Cauadian),"per Ib.....
Bacon (Amrerican), per Ib....
Bacon (Canadian), per Ib
Bacon: (rolled), per Ib
Bacon (long clear), per Ib....

I O :
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Kruit—
Bananas, per. dozen.. !
Coeo,an_uts‘ Lach $ .
Lemons (California), per doz.
Pineapples :
Oranges ' (California ‘seedlings)
Oranges, Jap., per doz. (small);
Oranges, J%g., per. doz. (large
Melons (each) 5 g
OUITOBS . | voesoon v's s ane
Crab apples, per Ib.....
es
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Ducks ¢(Mallard), per pair....
Ducks {per pair)
Brant (per brace)..ccce..es's

DA iMiieny ‘ur dos) 5.00@ 6
ensy 0Z) .o s N
Dcke. 6k Bok). o7 » 9.
Turkeys (per ., live weight) 18@
RHEUMATIC STING,

Soiith, American Rheumatic. Cure Sways
the”Wand and Suffering Ceases in &
Trice. SR

Mr, A. S. Kernedy, 44 Susséx ayenue,
Toronto, says: “I had beeh attacke(_i
very frequently ~with acyté “ musculs¥
rheumatism, afflicting my shoulders a:
arms. I used South Amefi Rhe
matie Cure and found'impiédiate” relief
after a 'dosé or two. My ‘fahiily hayé
used this ‘remedy with thg oSt sathsd
factory Tesylts. 'I think At troly a v
efficacighg ' 'reniedy for this' yery p
valent aitmient?! B8 e
(‘,ﬁ?o‘d by Dean & Hiscocks’ind Hall #
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