
MINUTES.

2. The ideal of an alphabet is that every sound should have its own unvarying
SiBtn' Ld lyTv^t community need not «tempt an

exhaustive analysis of the elements of utterance, and a representation of the nicest 
varieties of articulation; it may well leave room for the unavoidable^^ of mdi-
V^ak“2ul=rtu?dn-seek to adopt for its characters forms which should

adPvan“ge in a system which aims to depict in detail the physical processes of

“T No* language has ever had, or is likely to have, a perfect alphabet; and in 
changing and^mending the mode of writing of a language already hing wriUen 
regard must necessarily be had to what is practically possible quite as much as to
Wh6.‘ ¥ot"^yth“r such a change, the first step is to break down, by

^T^AjTaltered OTthoOTaphyvrill^he unswoidably offensive to those who are first 
calkd upon to use itjTuTany sensible and consistent new system will rapidly
Wig ‘feZ'a^aStltSy ^^ly established.in use among the

r&isss sfa»ïffiî
uniformity and in conformity with other nations.

This statement of principles was unanimously adopted by the 
Association, and the Committee was reappointed for the purpose of 
framing a detailed scheme. In 1877 it recommended the adoption of 
a certain scale of phonetic values for vowels and the addition of a 
number of new letters to make the alphabet more perfect. Ihese 
recommendations were adopted, and in 1878 the following eleven 
words were approved of by the Association for immediate use : 
Ar, catalog, définit, gatd, giv, hav, mfintt, liv, tho, thru, wtsht. The 
next step was to recommend the observance of five rules, t e genera 
application of which would at once rid our spelling of a large 
number of anomalies ahd by accustoming readers to new forms 
pave the way for more extensive changes. These rules
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1.

2.

6.

7-

8.

9-

ro.
11.

12.

are : 13-

14.
”*3. Write/for ph in such words as alphabet, phantom, etc.

4. When a word ends with a double letter, omit the last letter, as in shall,

5, ‘change ed final to t where it has the sound of t, as in lashea, impressed, etc.

In 1881, the American Philological Association, encouraged by 
the radical action of the Philological Society of England above re­
ferred to, formally approved of the general principles laid down by 
the latter, and drew up in accordance with them and with its own 
previously affirmed principles, the following 24 new rules for 
guidance in the improvement of English spelling without making 
any change in the English alphabet :

i5-

16.
i7-
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