Vigor

ous Speach By Premier

.On The Issues of The Day

Hon. W. E. Foster Makes Fine Impression;

" »Government Alive to Needs of Hour; Able
Criticism of Late Administration; Opposi-
tion Leader’s Address

Fredericton, N. B.,, Mar. 8—The legis-
lature resumed its session at three
o'clock. :

Hon. Mr. Foster submitted the report
of the committee appointed to select all
standing committees. :

Mr. Crocket presented a petition of the
city council of Fredericton praying for
the passage of an act to authorize ex-
emptions to the Hartt Boot & Shoe
Company. .

Hon. Mr. Robinson presented a bill
to enable councils of towns, cities and
municipalities to assess for aid granted
the the Halifax sufferers.

Mr. Murray (Kings) on rising to re-
sume the debate on the address, said he
was pleased to congratulate the mover
and seconder on the very able manner
in which they had aquitted themselves.
He knew from personal experience that
it was not an easy task, .and it was
pleasing to him to see them perform it
so well.

Reference had been made by the sec-
onder of the address to the elevation of
Hon, J. D, Hazen to the high position
of chief justice of the province. He

+ had pleasure in endorsing the honorable
member’s remarks and felt sure that his
long experience in public life well quali-
fied the new chief justice to worthily fili
the high office to which he has been
called. ;

Since the house last met the hand of
death had removed from the precincts
gfsthe house a number of old and faith-
¥l officials. The death of Joseph Howe
Dickson, for seventeen years clerk of the
executive council, came as & personal
loss to many members; and then our old
friend John Payne, who had performed
public duties for fifty-two years, had
passed away. Henry B. Rainsford, for
many years clerk of the house, was un-
able to perform his duties on account of
illness, and G. Hudson Flewelling was
also missing after many years of service.
Then there was James Lynn, the faith-
ful caretaker of the departmental build-
ing for twenty-seven years, who on ac-
count of advancing years was obliged to
retire. He was sure that the officials
whom he had mentioned carried with
them into retirement the best wishes of
all honorzble members. i

Referring to the great war. the speaker
said that this was the fourth session that
he, as a member of the house, had occa-
sion to discuss it. Little did he dream
in 1915 that he would have to give ex-
pression to practically . the same senti-
ments in the years 1916, 1917 and 1918,
with the end not yet in sight. The peo-
ple of New Brunswick in matters per-
teining to the war had certainly shown
great courage and determination. They
had done well but apparently do not yet
realize the seriousness of this great world
struggle. The dominion government, in
ordier to carry on Canada’s part in the
wdr, must this year raise a revenue of
$8€10,000,000. This money will come from
all parts of the dominion and the people
of New Brunswick must do their share,
The Victory Loan had been referred to

as being a sacrifice, but it was nothing :

of the kind. It was really nothing but
a splendid opportunity for investment
and saving. The situation is undoubted-
ly a grave one, and it was the duty of
honorable members of the house to
abandon petty, partizan strife and stand
shoulder to shoulder in the interests of
the people. He could say that honorable
members to the left of the Speaker, while
not foregoing their right to criticize

measures which they believe to be un-
i dry, Fulton McDougall of Moncton, and

sound, would work to further the best
interests of the province.

The Halifax Disaster,
In regard to the great disaster that

had overtaken the city of Halifax, he |

was glad to know that New Brunswick
had shared in the generosity exhibited
towards that stricken city. The disaster
brought home to the people a realization
of the seriousness and awfulness of the
great war and it also had a tendency to

dies in France, Belgium and Serbia.
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| very highest standing. Their report had
| stated that the sum of $184,435 had been
! unaccounted for and misappropriated.

. this matter up, but had not done so. He

bring a realization of the awful trage- | Who had wronged the province

‘of the other.

Reference had been made m the speech
from the throne to the matter of in-
creased food production. All honorable

members approved of increased produc-
tion, but there was difference of opin-
ion as to whether or not the methods
employed had brought about the desired
results. Although the department of
agriculture no doubt did its best, the fact
remained that the crop of 1917 was the ;
smallest in many years. He was glad to |
know that the department was to re- |
ceive assistance from Ottawa to the |
extent of $25,000 to enable it to carry on
the work during the coming year. He |
trusted that with the assistance the re-!
sult of the campaign would be more ap- 1
parent than was the case last year.

He was very glad that the govern-
ment proposed to take up a land settle-
men scheme for returned soldiers. The
late government had formulated a policy |
of that kind, but it had not met with
the approval of his honorable friends op- i
posite, although he (Murray) believed it |
to be a very excellent scheme. He had !
seen letters from soldiers, which ‘con-
tained the statement that New Bruns-
wick had nothing to offer them. It was
the duty of the government to acquaint
these men with the fact that the prov-
ince did have something to offer them.
Already he was informed there were
some 1,400 returned soldiers in New
Brunswick and the tide of immigration
westward would set in strongly when
the war was over. The government of
New Brunswick should get in line for a |
shore of this business and not be lag-
ging behind the other provinces.

The Great White Plague.

He was very much pleased that the
work of fighting the great white plague,
begun when he (Murray) was a member
of the government, was still being vig-
orously carried on. It was a grand thing
to have the federal government working
hand in hand with the provincial gov-
ernment in carrying out plans for the
caring of returned soldiers suffering from
tuberculosis.

Referring to the prohibition act, the
speaker said he was pleased to hear it
referred to in such glowing terms. He
was proud of the fact that he was a
member of the government which
placed it on the statute books, and he
believed that the people were only begin-
ning to see the benefits that would re-
sult from that measure.

Reference had been made in his hon-
or’s speech to the progress of the work
of the St. John and Quebec railway. He
(Murray) recognized the difficulties being
experienced in carrying on construction
work at a time such as this, and could
say that the late government had also
had its trials and tribulations. However,
he was glad to know that there was a
good prospect of having the road com-
pleted and in operation by the beginning
of next winter.

He noted that the report of the royal
commission on the Valley railway in-
quiry was to be placed before the house
and that certain legislation was promised
in reference to the matter. He wished to
point out that there had been other rail-
ways constructed in this province, dur-
ing recent years and any legislation pro-
posed should bring them within the
scope of the bill. In this connection the
speaker read an extract from the report
of the royal commission, which had in-
quired into the affairs of the Central
railway. He said this commission was
composed of the late Chief Justice Lan-

A. 1. Teed of St. Stephen, men of the

It might be stated in criticism that
the late government should have taken

(Murray) had no apology to offer for the
late government’s. inaction in the matter,
but- would say that if the present ad-
ministration proposed to deal with those
they
should not make fish of one and flesh
If other rialways are in-
cluded in the proposed bill, he could
promise the hearty support of the oppo-
sition. It was pleasing to him at this
early stage of his career to see the gov-
ernment introducing legislation to safe-
guard the treasury of the province.

With reference to the proposed legisla-
tion in regard to. the public health he
(Murray), while not a medical man,
had grave doubts as to the wisdom of
enlarging the government by another
portfolio.

With reference to steel shipbuilding he
could assure the honorable premier that
if the legislation he proposed was safe
and sane it would have the hearty sup-
port of the opposition. He noticed by the
report of the Nova Scotia commission
that a steel shipbuildin~ plant is likely
to be installed in Halifax. He trusted
that the government would be able to
fnduce the federal authorities to estab-
lish plants in New Brunswick and give
this province a share of some of the vast
contracts to be let.

Workmen’s Compensation.,

He was pleased to note that the report
of the commission of Workmen’s Com-
pensation act would be placed before the
house during the session and that there
would be legislation based upon the
same. He trusted that this legislation
would do full justice to the working
men. This was a matter which should
be dealt with by honorable members al-
together apart from politics.
oﬁe noticed that the speech from the
throne promised a new highway act. He
certainly thought that there should be
a radical change in the present act or in
the way in which it is administered. He
could say that never before in the history
of the province had incompetency, waste
and extravagance been so rampant in
connection with road work as was the
case during last season. Competent offi-
cials had been dismissed for no cause to
make way for partisans of the govern-
ment and money borrowed on capital
account had been expended on work not
of a permanent nature and charged- to
capital.

This was true of practically every
county in the province. He (Murray)
noticed that a new forest act was prom-
ised by the speech and the honorable
mover of the address was hopeful that
it would do away with the cutting of
Christmas trees. While he (Murray)
would be one of the last to deprive the
children of Christmas trees, he trusted
that the act would go further and
strengthen the backbone of the honorable

gentleman in charge of the crown land
department.
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Stumpage.
Last season it will be remembered the

announcement was made with a great
flourish that the stumpage had been in-
creased to four dollars per thousand.

| Protests came to the government from

certain quarters.

Hon., Mr. Foster—You know from ex-
perience.

Mr. Murray (Kings)—We never raised
the stumpage and reduced it. .

Hon. Mr. Veniot—You passed an
order-in-council fixing the rate ten years,
which was tantamount to increasing it.

Mr. Murray (Kings) continuing, said
the government had increased the stump-
age to four dollars' but when protests
were made the coon came down and the
price was reduced to $2.50. His own
opinion was that the day of government
by commissions has gone by and the
crown lands should be administered by
men chosen by the people.

He noticed that in addition to bring-!
ing down a new forest act, his honorable |

friends proposed to amend the game law.
The government had during the year
dismissed many competent game war-
dens with the result that: the game in-
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any time.
grive or sicken.

|
terests had suffered. .The deep snow of !
the present winter had been favorable to
the illegal hunter ‘and  there ‘had been
the greatest slaughter of game the prov-|
ince had ever known. If this state of
affairs is allowed to continue New
! Brunswick will no longer have the repu- !
?tation as a game preserve it enjoyed ini
| the past, i
| Referring to the measures to be taken |
{ to provide additional revenue the speak- !
!er said that he realizea that something
had to be done along this line. The rev-
enue of the province must be increased
to enable needed public works to. be]
carried on. Any measure submitted by
the government along safe and reason-|
able lines will have the hearty support|
| of the opposition.

Finances,

The honorable mover of the address|
had stated that the financial affairs of
the province were in the hands of men
capable of great things. He (Murray):
wished to say that there were some
people who might doubt the truth of
that statement. The speech from the}
throne had not mentioned the recent;
bond issue of.$1,000,000, but reference;
had been made to it elsewhere, and were
not of a very complimentary nature.'
What people wanted to-know was why|
no public tenders were asked for the!
issue and why only one brokerage firm
was permitted to tender. The bonds had
been turned over to a brokerage firm at
{96 and had been resold to the public at

199 1-2.  He claimed that by this trans-
action the province had suffered a loss
| of at least $30,000. Other brokers had
been prepared to pay 971-2 for the
bonds, but were not given a chance to
tender. The whole transaction looked
bad on its face and had created sus-!
picion in the puhlic mind. He trusted
that his honorable friend opposite would
be able to make a satisfactory explana-
tion. / ‘;

Last session his honorable friend from'
Carleton had asked the government why
the vacancy in the representation of that
county had not been filled. The govern-
ment’s reply was that it would be wrong
to bring on an election during the busy
farming season. Months have since gone
by and the’ vacancy remains unfilled.
The very men who when the old govern-'
ment was in power shouted to high
heaven of the injustice being done by
kgeping seats vacant are now doing the
same things themselves. 5 !

The first year of the new govwernment’
has come and gone and it has been noted
for. its partisan zeal. The old govern-
ment had been accused of pandering to
its supporters, but he could say that par-,
tisanship never was so rampant in the
province as it is today. He did not be-
lieve that the government possessed
nearly that measure of public confidence

'| that was the case when it came inte

office. The members of the government
possed nearly that measure of public con-
fidence that was the case when it came
into office. The members of the govern-
ment had not found things as bad as
they expected and had been unable to
implicate any member of the former ad-
ministration with wrongdoing. So far
as he (Murray) -was concerned, if it
could be shown by investigation that he
had taken monev wrongfully from the
public treasury he would retire from
politics ‘and_go back to private life
Proof that the government had found
things better than anticipated, was

The
[

financial condition of the province.

BIG-E-

THE MOST SATISFACTORY WORK SHIRT MADE

dou ble-l.-
Work Shirt

SOLD BY ALL RELIABLE STORES

NUFF |

ﬁ

{

RE-INFORCED
WHERE THe
WEAR s TEAR
IS HARDEST

N

cord here.

]

opposition members did not wish to in-:
dulge in earping eriticism, but they were
prepared to criticise measures which
they deemed not to be in the public in-
terest. 'They will, however, cxercise
their right in moderation and in the best
interests of the province as a whole.

HON. MR. FOSTER’S
ABLE SPEECH,

Hon. Mr. Foster, when he rose
continue the debate on the address, con-
gratulated the mover and seconder upon
the manner in which they had acquitted
themselves and upon the.credit they had
brought upon themselves and their con-
stituents. It was .a pleasure to him to
have associated in his party men of the
standing of those who had spoken—men
who were present at great inconvenience,
and who were in the house not for any
financial gain, but because of their desire
to do their part toward advancing the
interests of their province.

Hon. Mr. Foster also congratulated the
leader of the opposition, but said that his
congratulations extended more particu-
larly to his style and flow of oratory, and
the smoothness of his words, of which
there were plenty. From his speech- it
would be judged that the leader of the'
opposition never had occupied a seat in

_the government of the province, instead

of being there for years, that he never
had been prime minister, and therefore
haed had no opportunity to bring into ef-
fect the wonderful things which he had
offered to the House in his:speech. His
attitude appeared to be that of one ex-
pecting every moment to be summoned
by his honor to form a government and
thereby bring into effect such changes,
and reforms as apparently had slipped
his memory and which now would rev-,
olutionize the whole country. As leader:
of an opposition, his honorable friend
was admirably suited and when the
people of New Brunswick would again!
have the opportunity of pronouncing up-|
on his fitness, they would keep him|
where he properly should be, and for|
many years.

No Break.

The speaker welcomed all members
of the house, and said it was a matter
for gratitude that during the interval,
since the last session, no break had oc-
curred in the ranks of either government
or opposition. There was one unforunate
occurrence, however, to which he must
make reference; that was the death of
his honor the late Lieutenant-Governor
Ganong. It had been the privilege of
the speaker to know the deceased inti-
mately, previous to his elevation to the
high and honarble office which he held
at the time of his death. During the
short period that the late lieutenant-
governor had held office, he necessorily
had come in close contact with him, and
had learned some of his good qualities
and generosity. One of his most ad-
mirable qualities was that notwithstand-
ing the fact that he had very large busi-
ness interests, he always had time to
devote to the public interest and wel-
fare. His death has created a vacancy
in_the business, social and political life
of New Brunswick, which would be not
easily filled.

Again noting that the ranks on either
side of the house remained unbroken,
Hon. Mr. Poster said that notwithstand-
ing the fact that a dominion election
had been held during the interval, not
one member of the provincial legislature
had resigned his seat to become a candi-
date. Newspaper reports had indicated
that at least one member of the opposi-
tion from St. John would have consented
to the call of his party, but apparently
so necessary did his leader consider it
that the ranks of the opposition should
remain unbroken, the appeals fell on deaf
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ears. In other words, his kLonorable
friends opposite decided that their ranks|
must remain solid, in the hope, he pre-|
sumed, that something might turn up.|
The incident had made him more de—l
termined, ‘as leader of the government,|
that there should be no break in thei
ranks of his' party, if he could!
control it, and that no act of
his. would disturb his following.|

The result had been that he had the!
pleasure of leading a united party, of !
which he was proud. ]

His honorable friend had referred to|
the fact that no writ had been issued to
fill the vacancy in Carleton county.
While his friend had not been consistentl
in many of his statements, yet his allu- |
sion to this matter was the most inconw’
sistent of all.. The speaker said he was
forced to admit that it was better that
each county should be fully represented
in the house, but could not see that pub-
lic interest was suffering to any extent.
His honorable friend opposite had been |
one of the worst sinners in matters simi- |
lar to that of which he complained. In

Mr. Murray (Kings)—*“That is no ex-
cuse for you.”

Hon. Mr. Foster—“I was referring to
the inconsistency of my honorable
friend.”

In the city of St. John, when the late |
members, Hon, J. E. Wilson and Mr.
Lockhart, deemed it wise to take cover |
and accept each one of them a gift of
office, his friend opposite made no at-'
tempt to fill the vacancies. He left the
largest centre of population in the prov-
ince to the ‘tender mercies of his col-
leagues at that time. These vacancies
had extend®d to a period of nearly two
years; in Gloucester to more than one
year; in Kent more than a year; and
these all at the same time; and yet his |
honorable friend now accused him.

Mr. Murray (Kings)—“I did not ac-
cuse you.”

Other interruptions from the opposi-
tion side were followed by the Speaker’s
call for order.

Hon. Mr. Foster said that the leader
of the opposition was getting a dose of |
his own medicine and he had nothing to}
complain of.. In his opinion, the county |
of Carleton was fairly well represented,
if the house were to judge by the action
of the present member. In the last ses-
sion hardly a day passed when one of
them did not rise in his place and ask
the minister of public works if he was
aware that a certain bridge was in a
dangerous condition, or if he was aware
that some old road, left unfinished by
himself, was in a desperate state.

Mr, Smith (Carleton)—“What bridge?”

Hon. Mr. Speaker —“Order, order.”

On being granted permission to ask a
question, Mr. Smith asked that the pre-
mier should name a bridge regarding
which he had inquired.

Hon. Mr. Foster—I have not the re-|
I will leave the question .to |
my honorable friend the minister of pub- I
lic works.

Hon. Mr. Veniot—I will answer it. 1

Hon. Mr. Foster, continuing, said an|
election brought on in Carleton under
existing conditions might create an awlk-
ward situation. It would not be the
first by-election in that county: there
was another to which he would refer, It
was in Septémber, 1916, and being ab-|
sent in the west he had not taken part, |
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However, on returning the day after the ' presented as actually a political corpse.

election, his attention had been called to

laid out in his coffin

and ready for'William street, St. John,

archives of a certain building in Prince
and if by

a certein cartoon that appeared in the | burial, and an invitation was extended | chance that cartoon might again find its
Standard newspaper, and which repre- | for all the boys who desired to do so to|way into the columns of the paper, it
sented a certain gentleman now occupy- ' come forward and have a last fond look
ing a very prominent place in the poli- at poor “Frankie.” Perchance, that same

tical life of the dominion,

He was re- cartoon might be stowed away in the

would at this moment be decidedly awk-
ward. Apart from that, he had some little
regard for the bringing on of a hy-elec-




