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OPENED THISPARLIAMENT
‘ORIGINAL FIRSTS’ NOW 

ON WAY TO THIS CITY;
LANDED ON SUNDAY

CALLING HOUSEYOUNG SON OF MAYOR 
WHO DIED OF WOUNDS

IN CLEARING STATION
TEUTON TROOPSnADEVONSHIRE CALLS NA AUSTRIA STARTSun FAR IN RUSSIA WAS IRREGULAR, 

LAURIER SHOWSAR EFFOR[ TO DEMOBILIZE
Amsterdam, March 17.—A Vienna dis- 

i patch to the Vossische Zeitung of Ber­
lin says demobilization of three of the 

! oldest Lansturm levies serving with 
. the Austrian forces, consisting of men 
I born in 1867, 1868 and 1869, will begin 
immediately, and will be completed by 
;May, October and December respec- 
i tively. 

- — ■ — — ---------

NO HUN DRIVE

ASUPREn

U Occpy Two Cities Southwest 
of Moscow—Balked at 

One Point.OPENSPARLANE Big Parties of Officers and Men En Route to London, in 
eluding Many Who Left With First Contingent in 1914— 
Majors Hunt, Wilson and Hale, Captains Greenlees. 
Wheable and Insley Returning.

AS LI Liberal Leader Points Out the 
Importance of Sticking 

to the Rules.
London, March 18.—German troops 

have ocupied Bakhmatch and Konotop 
(in the Province of Tchernigov, about 
350 miles southwest of Moscow), but 
were forced to retire from Briansk (in 
the Province of Orel, 200 miles south- 
west of Moscow) towards the main 
base, according to an Exchange Tele­
graph dispatch from Moscow dated Sat­
urday. Austro-German troops are mov­
ing on Woroshba, and Kharkov (cap­
ital of the province of the same name, 
and about 400 miles south of Moscow).

Orders have been given to evacuate 
Kharkov.

SWISS "CALL" GERMAN

Gov.-General Urges Every ENGLISH NISTERS
"Original operations followed his being wounded, 

and resulted in his being invalided 
home.

Long expected, Canada's
Firsts" are now on their way home. 
Sunday more than 2,000 members of 
the first Canadian contingent, landed at 
St. John, N. B., from two British 
transports. The London members of 
this Quota are expected here on Tues-

FALSE TO HONOR, IS
CHARGE OF DILLON

Energy Be Used in Prosecu­
tion of War—Good Fellow- 
Ship Feature of Animated 
Scenes at Ottawa—No Seat

RHODES NAMED SPEAKER

UN WEST FRONT Mrs. Insley has received a wire from 
her husband Capt. Earle Insley, who 
went overseas as quartermaster of the 
135th Battalion that he has arrived, 
safely in Canada, and will be home in 
a few days.

Fred Young Coming.
Among the soldiers returning is Pte 

Fred Young, 18th Battalion, who has 
been given a furlough because of the 
death of his wife. A telegram was 
received this morning by his son 
Stanley Young, stating that his father 
was now in Canada and would wire 
particulars as to when he would ar­
rive in the city.

Another veteran who telegraphed of 
his arrival at Halifax is Brigade 
Sergt.-Major R. S. Simmons. Sergt. 
Major Simmons, a South African war 
veteran, signed up at the commence 
ment of the present war. For a time 
h acted as special recruiting sergeant 
for the Princess Patricia Canadiai 
Light Infantry, and then signed u 
with the old 6th Battery, droppir 
his sergeant-major crown to go. 
promotion In France was speedy, hi 
ever, after his battery went into 
tioi. Tn civilian fe, Sergt -Mar 
Simmons was one of the letter ar 
riers on the staff of the post office 
Mrs. Simmons and three children liv 
at 210 Rectory street.

Two V. C. Winners.
The Canadian Press dispatch from 

St. John, under a date of Sunday., 
said: «

Nearly two thousand officers and. 
men of the "orginals," though not all 
actually "first contingent men." ar- 
rived today on transatlantic liners 
from the old land.

Corp. J. C. Kerr, V.C., the first Mari­
time officer to win the highest decora 
tion within the gift of the British was 
office, returned with an English bride

Sir Wilfrid Approves Selection 
of Young Cumberland Mem­

ber as Commons Boss.
day.

No steps have yet been taken for a 
civic reception to the men and officers, 
but members of the G. W. V. A. will 
turn out in full force to welcome back 
their comrades who are enjoying their 
first furlough in more than three years 
of war Citizens generally will respond 
but unless action is taken at once, 
there will be no civic reception.

289 Coming,
According to telegrams received by 

the casualty office at district head- 
quarters, 33 of the 83 Western Ontario 
men at Halifax have left for their 
homes and will probably arrive here 
Wednesday.

In addition 91 men have left St. John, 
N. B., for this district, and should ar­
rive here some time Tuesday afternoon

These are portions of the party of 
289 men, the largest party yet to 
returned to their homes in Western 
Ontario. The others are expected to ar­
rive later this week.

Many of these will be furlough men, 
but just how many no one in author­
ity appears to know.

Secretary Ed. Lance of the Soldiers 
Aid Commission informed The Adver­
tiser that he had no official informa­
tion and that until this was forthcom* 
ing nothing could be done to arrange 
the reception.

The same information was given out 
from the city hall. City Clerk Baker de­
claring that nothing had yet been done 
in the way of arranging a reception.

Many Officers in Party.
There are many officers in the party, 

both members of the first contingent 
and wounded and invalided Londoners

Washington Believes Massing 
of Troops For Defensive 

Purposes Only.

Yet Assigned White. New Leader Accuses Them of 
Betraying John Redmond. Ottawa, March 18.—After the return 

of the members to the Commons cham­
ber this morning, Sir Robert Borden, in 
a brief speech, nominated E. N. Rhodes, 
member for Cumberland and former 
speaker of the House, to that office. He 
said that the position was one requiring 
a high quality of intellect, great courtesy 
and the most perfect impartiality. Mr. 
Rhodes, he said, though still young, had 
had great experience in public life, and 
combined the qualities which made him 
conspicuous even among those other 
speakers who had gone before him. He 
therefore moved, seconded by Mr. Car- 
veil, that Mr. Rhodes be nominated 
speaker.

Irregularly Called.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in rising to second 

the nomination, stated that in his opin­
ion the House had been irregularly called 
because no hour for its first meetings 
had been mentioned in the proclamation 
issued in the Canada Gazette. The rules 
of the House, he said, were that it 
should meet at 3 o'clock. The governor- 
general, of course, had the power to call 
the House at any hour that he wished, 
but no hour had been mentioned in the 
proclamation. The Opposition leader said 
he did not want to make any objection 
or offensive criticism, but he felt that it 
was better at all times to follow the law.

Approves of Rhodes.
With reference to the nomination of 

Mr. Rhodes as speaker, Sir Wilfrid said 
he would rather see the member from 
Cumberland in the chair than on the

Ottawa, March 18.—Animated scenes 
preceded the formal opening of the 
House this morning for the purpose of 
electing a speaker. The corridors of 
Parliament were thronged with mem- 
bers, new and old. The new members, 
who numiber 125, were mostly here. In 5L 
the Commons chamber Mr. W. B. making

chairman of the Irish._ "Redmond faced misunderstandings and 
horrible calumny in his endeavor to con-

and British Deplorable I This confirms the opinion many officers 
ministers and imitated his have expressed tor weeks in the face of 

him and instead of I official forecasts to the contrary from 
both sides of the Atlantic.

Enniskillen, Ireland, March 16.—"From 
the grave of John Redmond, there is a 

lesson to be learned by British 
statesmen," says John Dillon today, 

his first public appearance as 
- Nationalist party |

BULLY OVER SINKINGWashington, March 18.—Germany's
threat of a great spring offensive on 

on the western front no longer impresses 
American military men. In its weekly

Advertiser Illustrations.
Lieut. Kenneth Ian Somerville.

The Mayor’s Bereavement
The bereavement of Mayor C. R. 

Somerville and his family in the loss 
of his son, Lieut. Kenneth Somerville, 
while serving in France, is a sorrow 
common to the community. The blow 
which war strikes at the home of the 
city's chief magistrate is the same 
blow that has fallen upon scores of 
London’s homes, but the position of the 
mayor causes the death of his splendid 
boy to be known in a personal way to 
all citizens.

If universal sympathy can help a man 
to bear up under such a grief, his 
worship may rest assured that in every 
London home reached by the newspap­
ers prayers will go from every heart 
that the blow may be softened. Lon­
don, with almost every home having 
its invisible waves of feeling for some 
dear one at the front, understands. 
And the frequency with which the mes­
sages have come to many firesides

review today, the war department re­
cords the conclusion that the enemy in 
spite of his vast preparations, will not 
take the offensive unless forced into it.

Northrup, the new clerk of the House, 
and the other officials were busily en- 
gaged swearing the members, who, after 
taking the oath, signed the roll. The T.:.L
first couple of sheets of the roll, which, ciliate the Irish 
as usual, is a brilliantly illuminated : the English , 

- of men and stood by 
statesmanship, Ireland today, TCnclAnd 
being an embarrassment to England, 
would be a source of strength and sup-

Demand Indemnity For the 
Torpedoing of Grain Ship.

document, is devoted to the names 
the ministers of the crown, with the 
exception that the names of Sir Wilfrid

Berne, Friday. March 15.— The Swiss 
Government has sent a note to the 
German Government demanding the 
payment of an indemnity for the de­
struction of the grain steamer Sardi- 
nero. The note also requests a careful 
investigation of the circumstances by 
the German authorities.

"While hostile preparations for an of­
fensive in the west are not slackening," 
rhe review says, "it is becoming more 
evident that the enemy will launch the 

•offensive only if compelled to do so by 
ithe exigencies of the general strategic 
situation."•

Defensive Concentration.
The nature of the information upon 

which the opinion is based is not dis- 
closed. It is noted that fresh German 
divisions have arrived on the western 
front and the German lines are said to 

|be approaching the point in density be­
yond which it would be impossible to go 
without choking communication lines 
and hampering free movement of re­
serves. Apparently, however, this 

1 concentration has come to be regarded 
|as defensive, not an offensive movement.

Laurier and Hon. W. S. Fielding ap-
‘""The English ministers were false to 
their honor and their pledges. They be- L . t ----- faithful

pear on the first page.
Good Feeling Prevails

The bell summoned the House to meet . „___
promptly at 11 o’clock, and the mem- trayed Redmond, while he was 
bers soon thronged the chamber. There and loyal, and are reaping the bitter 
was much hand-shaking and every ap- harvest of their misdeeds." ....

* Mr Dillon said he came to Enniskillen
chairman of a party whose ideal was 

to obliterate forever religious distinction 
and party conflict, which had been the 

|curse of the Irish nation.

earance of good-fellowship prevailed.; 
Sir Robert Borden and several of the! 
cabinet ministers were not In the Com-

The Spanish steamer Sardinero, 
under charter by the Swiss Govern­
ment, was torpedoed on February 26, 
She was conveying 3,000 tons of wheat 
from the United States. The sinking 
aroused strong feeling in Switzerland 
and pro-ally newspapers there urged 
that the bread rations of the German 
colony in Switzerland -be cut as a re­
prisal.

mons before the members were sum-j 
moned to the Senate to receive instruc- 
tions to elect a speaker. Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, who arrived early, shook hands 
with Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, Major-| 
General Mewburn, Hon. N. W. Rowell, 
Hon. J. Calder and other ministers, and 

largo number of members on both 
sides of the House. It was observed 
that Hon. W S. Fielding took his seat 
at a considerable distance down the 
aisle on the Opposition side of the 
House, while Dr. Michael Clark and 
Mr Fred Pardee occupied seats near 
the ministers on the Government side.

Mr J G. Foley, clerk of the crown

THE WAR SITUATION
French and German troops have 

been engaged in heavy fighting on 
both sides of the Meuse In the Ver- 
dun sector.

West of the river, the French have

of subsequent contingents.
Major George C. Hale. M. D., MajorDRUGGISTS OPPOSING 

CLAUSE IN PROPOSED
 At the Somme, Kerr was in the attack, 

G. J. Hunt. M. D., Major Cameront and a party of Germans had taken up 
Wilson, M. D., and wife, and Captain I a covered position, and with a machine
G. A Wheable, M. C,, all Londoners, gun were mowing down Kerr’s pals as
have reached Halifax They are now they dashed to the attack. Single- 
en route here and should be home handed, Kerr rushed the position, bay-

All have wired their rela-onetted and clubbed several of the
boches, and then, seizing the German 
machine gun, turned it upon the enems 
and routed the entire party, killing

Much of the statement is devoted to 
the activities of the American troops 
now engaged on five separate fronts, one 
of the sectors lying close to the Swiss 
border The official communique, how­
ever, adds nothing to recently published 
reports of the raids and trench fighting 
in which the Americans have been in- 
volved.

Elsewhere on the western front the 
experts find no evidence of impending 
major activity by either side. The period

, ___ . floor. On the floor he had not always
VENEREAL DISEASE ACT been above party spirit, but as speaker 

Ihe had shown himself as worthy of allgained the enemy positions on a 
front of about 1.400 yards to a depth 
of 800 yards, while east of the river 
the Germans were unsuccessful in 
strong attacks on a six-mile front.

Sunday the Germans sent heavy 
forces against the French positions 
at Samogneux, north of the Bols-de- 
Caurieres and near Bezonvaux. They 
entered the French lines at various 
points. Violent French artillery In- 
flicted heavy casualties on the at-| 
tackers, and they were unable to hold j 
on to the trenches they had gained. HMEAOV rcci INO IAI
The front east of the Meuse has been UNEAST FEELING
the scene of much violent artillery U11UMU I ! SLC001O IIV

enconiums which the premier had given 
him. He had discharged is duties with 
dignity, and impartiality.

Premier Borden in replying to Sir Wil­
frid's comment on the fact that no hour 
for the opening had been fixed by procla­
mation said that the order-in-counoil he 
believed, had mentioned 11 o’clock this 
morning. The hour should, of course, 
have been mentioned in the proclama- 
tion.

Takes the Chair,
No other nominations for speaker be­

ing received, the clerk of the House, W. 
B. Northrup, declared Mr. Rhodes elect­
ed, and he was led to the throne by Pre­
mier Borden and Hon. F. B Carvell.

He made a very brief address, thank- 
ing the House, and stating that he 
would endeavor to discharge the duties 
of speaker with firmness and impartial­
ity. He relied on the support of the 
members in carrying them out. He then

Tuesday............................................................... ...
tives of their safe landing. They will 
wire later the definite time of their

Would Not Bar Selling of "Patent" 
Remedies.

Toronto, March 17.—Druggists are 
opposed to the clause In the Govern­
ment’s bill dealing with venereal dis­
eases, which prohibits their selling 
patent medicines for curing or alleviat-, 
ing such diseases. A deputation waited 
on Hon. I B. Lucas, attorney-general, 
yesterday, and expressed the opinion 
that such a law would give the medical 
profession a monopoly in prescribing 
medicines. On the other hand, the doc- 
tors contend that only by a proper 
diagnosis by a medical practitioner can- 
the nature of the disease be known. 
Some understanding will probably be 
reached before the bill finally passes

in chancery, presented the roll of mem- 
berg to the clerk of the House, and im- 
mediately after Col. Ernest Chambers, 
usher of the Black Rod. with the cus- 
omary tapping on the door of the 

House of Commons chamber arrived to 
summon the commoners to the Senate, 
where they were instructed by Sir 
Charles Fitzpatrick to return to the 
Commons and elect a presiding officer. 
Mr. Northrup, the clerk of the House, 
bad previously made the formal an­
nouncement that the Commons was 
without a speaker.

The Throne Speech.
The following is the speech from 

the throne delivered by the Duke 
of Devonshire, this morning:

Honorable Gentlemen of the Sen- 
ate.Gentlemen of the House of Com­
mons.

You have been summoned to the 
first session of a new parliament in 
the midst of a world-wide struggle 
which vitally concerns the liberties, 
the institutions and the destiny of 
our country and of the whole 
world. Thus the responsibilities 
and duties imposed upon you are 
even graver and more farreaching 
than in the ordinary course of pub- 
ic affairs. Bearing with you a new 
mandate from the people, and an.- 
mated by the unfaltering spirit 
which bas inspired them during the 
long and anxious years of effort 
and sacrifice I am confident that 
you will bring to the discharge of 
your public duties an unflinching 
resolve to sustain the high cause in 
which our country has already 
borne 60 splendid a part.

Must Not Shrink.
After nearly four years of war 

he issue still remains undecided. 
The effort which yet lies before us 
demands our sternest resolves, but 
we shall not shrink from it if our 
hearts are as firm and our courage 
as undaunted as those of our 
countrymen who hold our battle 
ine beyond the seas. The Cana- 

dian Expeditionary Force still sus- 
tains Its unbroken record of distin- 
guished achievement to which it has 
notably contributed since the close

causes the deeper understanding of 
those who have been bereaved to go 
to the mayor.

All who had come to know Kenneth 
Somerville realize that he was certain 
to follow his father in service to the 
community. He was preparing himself 
for the same kind of quiet service that 
his father has given. It was natural 
that a young man of his principles 
should have been in the war The sud­
denness of the call makes more clear 
the uncertainty of life in the army. 
Men serve for years without a wound, 
and die when there is a lull in the 
fighting. Lieut. Somerville joins that 

1galaxy of heroes, who have made the 
Forest City a militant force in the

arrival. , , ...
Capt Harry Greenless, who left with 

the 6th Battery, is another ofthe of­
ficers now on his way home. Owing to 
the death of his father, the late An­
drew Greenless, and the serious Illness | the head of a cavalry squadron to piere e 
of his mother, efforts to bring Capt.! the enemy’s lines. The charge w 
Greenless home have been In progress j made, and before Strahan realized th 
since last fall, Major Alex. Greenlees, progress he had made, he was no less 
a brother, recently returned to France 
after having been wounded.

. Second Time Home.
Major Cameron Wilson is accompanied 

by his wife. This is their second trip 
home The major first went overseas 
in 1914 with the A. M. C. On his re­
turn home on furlough he brought his 
bride, a nursing sister, with him. He 
later joined with the Western University: 
Stationary Hospital and returned over- 
seas, Mrs. Wilson going with him.

Dr. Wilson was in England for some, 
time, .and later went to France. His 
wife resumed her duties as nursing SIS- 
ter in a Sussex hospital. Later Dr. 
Wilson was invalided back to England,

most of them.
Capt. H. Strahan, V.C., M.C., of 

Chauvin, Alta., won his decoration with 
the Fort Garry Horse. He was sent atof inactivity, the statement says, is

being prolonged. It notes, however, in­
dications of Austro-German concentra­
tions in the Italian theatre which may 
forecast assaults on Verona or Bresira as 
their objectives. eight miles behind the Germanthan

front line. Here lie was in enemy coun­
try, surrounded by several army corps, 
with 40 men-,- many of them badly
wounded. There was but one of t ■, 
things to do, try to get back or sur- 
render." He and most of his squadron 
got back, but not mounted.

fighting in the last month
The French Success.

The French success west of the 
river was made at Malincourt, west i 
of Dead Man Hill. At the Cheppy 
Wood, immedlatey west of Malin-, 
court, the French late Friday pene­
trated German trenches on a front 
of 800 metres to a depth of 300 
metres. After destroying the posi. 
tions the French returned with 80 
prisoners and 7 machine guns. East 
of Rhelms, in the Champagne, Ger­
man troops gained momentarily a 
footing in French positions west of ; 
Vaudesincourt, but suffered heavily 
under a French counter-attack 
which restored the situation.

Raiding activities on the British 
front have died down somewhat, and 
the Germans, for the moment at 
least, have given up their strong 
raids on the Ypres-Arras line. The 
artillery fire here and in the Cam­
brai area, however, is Intense. Brit­
ish airmen persist in their bombing 
raids against miltary targets, and 
have accounted for 23 more German 
machines.

American Patrols Busy.
On the American sectors at Toul 

and Lunéville there has been no 
change in the situation. American 
patrol parties are still visiting the 
enemy lines and returning with val­
uable information. On the Toul front, 
the American artillery fire has been 
very heavy, the gunners shelling bil­
lets. troops and works over an area

NEW PARLIAMENT AS the Legislature.
The attorney-general Intimated that 

provision may also be. made in the bill 
prohibiting the sale of American news­
papers which contain advertisements 
of quack remedies. It is almost a cer­
tainty that papers in Ontario will be 
restricted from using any such adver-lentaa 
tisements other than those approved by Parliament was so newly elected, 
the provincial board of health.

NG STILLREGRISEATS ARE OCCUPIED informed the House of the appointments 
of Mr. Northrup as clerk, and W. H. 
Bowie as sergeant-at-arms.

Sir Robert Borden said that although EQUALS RESULTS OF 
M.S.A. ENFORCEMENT

[Special to The Advertiser.] one 
member had already passed away. He re­
ferred to the late Dr. A. E. Hanna,Ottawa, March 18.—It was a some­

what awkward and self-conscious House 
which gathered this morning for the 

election of a speaker. Apart from the 
Ifact that there were a hundred and 
twenty-five new members, most of whom 
|appeared somewhat ill at ease in their 
|new surroundings, there were many men 
i who formerly had sat at the left of the 
Ispeaker, but who today found them- 
selves in the company of former oppon­
ents to his right. Some of the latter 
sought some sort of a compromise by 
allowing themselves to be carried into 
the overflow of the Government forces 
to the Opposition side.

Sir Wilfrid’s Aides.
It was to the neighborhood of Sir 

Wilfrid Laurier that the spectator cast 
his eye. On the front row were Bureau, 
Lapointe, Marcil, Murphy, Laurier, Le- 
mieux. Behind were Turgeon McCoig, 
Devlin Robb, Kay, Gauthier, Copp, and 
still further back Jacob, McMaster, 
White (Alberta) and Molloy. Hon. W. S. 
Fielding, who supported Union, never­
theless sought a seat on the Opposition 
side, but back from the central circle. 
He chooses to remain on that side, but

and later back to Canada.
Major Hale has been overseas two 

years and nine months. He went away 
as medical officer of the 18th, and was 
ten months in France. He was sent 
back to England with trench fever On 
his recovery he was stationed at Clive­
den and Kitchener hospitals.

A sad feature of Major Hale’s home- 
coming is that his father, Jeffrey Hale, 
former manager of the Bank of Com- 
merce, recently died..

Major Hunt has been at work on the 
Russian front for some time. He is a 
brother of Charles Hunt, manager of 
Hunt Bros., Limited, and has been over­
seas since the war broke out. He first 
served as a surgeon with the British 
army in France, and later was trans­
ferred to the Russian army.

Predicts Starvation.
A press dispatch from St. John's re­

ferring to Major Hunt, says: The only| 
Canadian officer in charge, of a Russian 

I hospital unit on the eastern front was 
j Major J G. Hunt of London, Ont., who 
arrived i with the party yesterday. 

I Through the chaotic scenes in the Rus- 
I sian armies following the abdication of 
|Czar Nicholas and the birth of the revo- 
1 lutionary regime. Major Hunt passed.

"The Russian soldier is a good fighter, 
but he is like an overgrown child, for 
the most part illiterate, but given good 
leaders he is a splendid soldier. The 
first ukase or official proclamation that 
soldiers were not required to salute their 
officers, was the signal for the crumb­
ling of discipline in the Russian army," 
he explained. “Kerensky bit off more 
than he could chew, and the discipline, 
that had been of the castiron variety 
for centuries, fell before this proclama-

onslaught, on Prussianism. Thousands 
like him have kept the world safe for 
future generations.

FRENCH ARMIES NEVER 
IN BETTER CONDITION

former member for Lanark.
Dr. Hanna, Sir Robert went on to 

say, had during his tenure of member-1 
ship, displayed a strong devotion to 

FOR GREAT OFFENSIVE duty, and shows an intelligent grasp 
of public questions.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said that Dr.

Recruiting continues to rival the 
military service act as a means of 
turning civilians Into khaki-clad fight 
ing men. During the first half of the 
month of March no less than 169 men 
voluntarily became soldiers in the 
Canadian army in this district. Much 
credit for securing this number is due 
to the British-Canadian recruiting nils 
sion in the United States, which sent 
127 of the me here. Forty-two res- 
dents of Canada offered their services 
and were accepted.

As usual, the bulk of the recruits 
were'absorbed by the 1st Depot Bat­
talion W. O. Regiment, 74 going to the 
infantry unit. The Canadian Engineers 
came next, securing 30 men, being 
closely followed by the 63rd Depot Bat 
tery with 29. The Forestry and Rail- 
way Construction Corps took 24; the 
64th Battery, at Guelph, 7; No. 1 Spe­
cial Service Company, 4; and the Army 
Dental Corps, 1 man.

Men of Canadian birth across the 
border are rallying to the call of their 
native land in spirited fashion, with the 
result that 61 came over during the two 
weeks just past. Natives of England 
also made a good showing. Having sent 
33 of their number across the line to 
enlist in that time.

THIRTY PERSONS PERISH 
IN PARIS EXPLOSION

French Front In France, Friday, March 
15.—The activity of the enemy forces on

Hanna was a member who was en­
titled to the respect of everybody. His 
death before the session commenced was 
significant of the uncertanty of life, and 
called the fate of the famous opponent 
of Burke in the Bristol election, who 
died during the campaign.

NO CRIMINAL CASES
FOR ASSIZE COURT 
WHICH OPENED TODAY

Paris, Friday, March 15.—Two very 
violent explosions today in a factory at 
La Courneuve, north of Paris, caused 
the deaths of sixteen persons and the 
injury of a large number, mostly slight­
ly. according to an official announce­
ment made tonight. Later it was said 
that the number of dead was 30.

Firemen were unable to approach the 
burning factory nearer than 800 yards. 
Survivors declare that the accident was 
due to a man dropping a box of per- 

Icussion fuses, which set off a box of 
1grenades.

All roofs and windows within a cir­
cumference of miles of the building 
were demolished, while buildings col­
lapsed like houses of cards from the 
violence of the explosion. In every 
quarter of Paris windows were shat-

any particular sector must not be taken 
as an indication that the long-proclaimed 
offensive is about to occur there. It
would be hasty judgment to conclude 
anything of the kind.

It seems likely that the Germans, when 
they decide to begin, will make an at­
tack on a wide section at some point of 
the line where it would be easy for either 
side to capture a slice of territory. They 
are Just as well aware as the Allies of 
the existence of such positions, and 
know that such local successes would not 
take them far, but it might give them 
the advantage of a moral victory. While 
this attack is proceeding the enemy may 
attempt a surprise attack somewhere else 
tn an effort to break through by a ham- 
mer-like blow with some new war con­
trivance. Should they make such a de­
termined effort and wherever it may 
be they will meet with even more obstin­
ate resistance.

In every respect the French armies 
are in a better condition than when 
the Germans made their first rush into 
France in 1914. The railroads arc bet­
ter organized; munitions and supplies 
are abundant, and the heavy artillery 
and aviation have acquired the mastery 
over their German adversaries. The 
troops of every branch of the service 
have a feeling of superiority and have 
been encouraged immensely by the ar- 
rival of increasing numbers of Ameri­
cans whose first efforts in trench war­
fare have shown their high quality.

The French troops have passed 
through a particularly favorable winter, 
during which their fighting spirit has 
been kept to the highest point of effi­
ciency by frequent raids, reconnais­
sances and small operations which al­
most invariably have been successful, 
while similar actions from the German 
side usually have broken down before 
French tenacity.
FINNISH COUNCIL FOR

COMPROMISE WITH HUNS

of the last session..
Notwithstanding a greater delay 

than was anticipated in the opera- 
tion of the military service act, the 
necessary reinforcements to keep 
our forces at full strength have 
been provided, and this purpose whl 
be maintained in the future.|

In order to extend the principle 
of the present civil service act to 
the outside service and thus to pro­
vide that al! appointments to the 
public service shall be made upon 
the sole standard of merit, further 
enabling legislation will be neces- 

eary. Mantime the principle thus 
adopted has been carried into ef­
fect as far as possible by an 
order-in-council, which will be

tered and furniture overturned. In a 
public school at Aubervillers there was 
a panic, and four girls died from fright.

Nearly one thousand persons are 
shelterless as the result of damage to 
their homes.

Grand Jurors Therefore Dis­
missed—Settlements Likely.

wili give the Government Independent 
support in its war measures. Dr. Clark 
of Red Deer, to whom a seat had been 
allocated in the front rows of the Gov­
ernment benches, will not take that seat. 
Today he sat close to tho aisle on the 
Government side, but considerably with­
out the inner circle. He will remain 
there.!

six miles wide andapproximately
East of Lunevilletwo miles deep. The spring assizes of the supreme 

court opened at the court house this 
afternoon. Chief Justice Sir Glenholm 
Falconbridge presiding.

At the opening of the court Deputy 
Sheriff B. F. Watterworth presented 
the judge with a pair of white gloves 
as a custom that is observed when no 
criminal cases are entered for trial.

The grand jurors were dicharged, the 
judge not considering it necessary that 
public buildings should be inspected, 
the last grand jury having made a 
thorough inspection less than two

POPE THINKS TEUTONS 
WILL RESPECT VATICAN

also the artillery bombardment has 
been heavy. PHILIP SMITH, SARNIA 

DROWNED AT HALIFAX
Halifax. March 18.—Phillp Smith of 

Sarnia, an employee of the Reid 
Wrecking Company, was drowned at 
an early hour yesterday morning. He 
was on.night duty and was coming 
from the ship to the shore when he 
fell into the harbor. He called loud- 
ly for help. A watchman on the 
wharf heard him, and as quickly as 
possible threw him a line, but Smith 
evidently chilled by the icy water 
and helpless, moaned: "I can't 
can’t," and sank. His body was a- 
covered yesterday afternoon.

HARRY JAMES SMITH.

ALLIANCE SECRETARY 
COMMITTED FOR TRIAL

STUPENDOUS AIR RAIDS 
BY FLIERS OF BRITAIN 

OVER CITIES OF ENEMY

. 'Rome, Monday, March 11.—The Aus- 
itrian aviators who made the raid on 
I Naples set forth from Cattaro. On tion. Then came the offensive in Ga- 

licia, which held the army together for 
a little while, but gradually the sol­
diers who wanted to fight were killed 
off, and then the remainder threw down 
their rifles and refused to obey the 
commands of their superiors.

"There is going to be utter starva­
tion in Russia before long," said Major 
Hunt. "The Bolsheviki think that the

their return voyage they passed near 
Rome, but dropped no bombs. The resi­
dents of Rome were instructed to re­
main within doors, with all lights out.

At the Vatican the opinion was ex­
pressed that Rome would never be 
bombed, owing to the presence of the 
pope. The lighting plant at the Vatican 
remained in operation, and th lights in 
the pope’s apartment were not cut off, 
although it was agreed later that in the 
event of future raids the current would 
be stopped.

BLIZZARD SWEEPING
ALL NEWFOUNDLAND

i Toronto, March 18.—Rev. Ben H. I 
ISpence, secretary of the Ontario 
branch of the Dominion Alliance, was

Itoday committed for trial, on a charge 
Iof having in his possession literature 
.banned by the press censor, namely, 
|some hundreds of copies of "The Para- 
site." Pending trial Mr. Spence is on 
bail of $200.

BRANTFORD IS BREWING A 
GREAT TIME FOR “FIRSTS”

London, March 18.-—The British air­
men have made great bombing raids on 
the German cities of Kaiserlautern, in 
Bavaria, and Zwelbrucken. Railway sta- 
tions, factories, barracks, and hangars 
have been hit, and it is believed im­
mense damage done. Rest billets, am­
munition depots, and airdromes have 
also been bombed, many tons of projec­
tiles being dropped. In three days’ fight- 
Ing, British airmen brought down 28 hos-! 
tile machines and damaged 13. Six Brit-j 
ish machines are missing.

ARCHBISHOP HEALEY DEAD.
TUAM, Ireland, Saturday, March 16. 

—The Most Rev. John Healey, arch­
bishop of Tuam, died today. He had 
occupied this archbishopric since 1893.

placed before you.
To Develop the Land.

My advisers are impressed with 
the necessity of a strong and pro- 
gressive policy of immigration and 
colonization accompanied by suit- 
able provisions to induce settle­
ment upon the land, to encourage 

• creased agricultural production, 
and to aid in the development of 
agricultural resources. In pur­
suance of this purpose, the ministry 
of immigration and colonization has 
been established by order-in-coun- 
cil; and necessary legislation to 
confirm this action will be laid 
before you.

In connection with the demobil­
ization of our forces, my advisers 
recognized the urgent necessity of 
provision for the care and vocation- 
al training of returned soldiers. Or­
ganized effort to provide such 
training, to assist them in obtain­
ing employment, and to aid in es- 
tablishing them in the activities of 
civil life, is not only important, 
but essential. A department of the 
Government for this purpose has 
been constituted, and has been 
invested with necessary powers. 
Legislation to confirm this action 
will be submitted to you.

Women's Franchise Bill.
Measures which have been taken 

bv order-in-council to prevent ex- 
cessive profits in certain industries, 
to stimulate and increase the pro­
duction of food, and to encourage 
and develop the shipbuilding Indus- 

continued on Page Nine.

months ago.
The only jury case remaining to be 

heard is that of Rush vs. Southern Gas 
Company, an action for damages for 
$15,000 brought by John Rush, a for- 
mer city employee, who was injured 
as the result of a gas main exploding 
on the Wortlev road in July last. The 
plaintiff in his statement of claim 
alleges the explosion was due to a de- 
festive valve connection. The de­
fendants on the other hand claim that 
the accident was the result of Rush's 
lack of caution.

Seven no-jury cases are listed for 
trial, although it is expected an ad­
journment will be asked in some of 
the actions.

MAKES MAJORITY 4,353

classes have been living from 
efforts for centuries, and now

upper 
their

determined to live in ease and 
bourgeois classes maintain

they are
thelet

The result will be starvation." 
Home on Wednesday.

them.
KITCHENER AUTHOR, IS

KILLED IN B C. CRASH
New Westminster, B. C., March 18.-

Capt. Geoffrey Wheable will be one 
of the decorated heroes of the party. 
He wears the Military Cross, a sou­
venir of the battle of Passchendaele. 
He wired his wife, a daughter of Rev. 
Dr. McCrae, that he had arrived in 
Halifax, and expected to reach home 
Wednesday.

Brantford, March 18.—As soon as the 
news was received this morning that 
the men of the “Original First" were 
at Halifax, and were expected to be 
here on Triesday or Wednesday, steps 
were taken by the local Soldiers' Aid 
Commission and Mayor McBride to pre- 
pare a fitting reception. The men would 
be met at the station by a band, to the 
tooting of horns, ringing of the fire bell 
and blowing of factory whistles. The 
men will be paraded to their homes in 
automobiles. Within a day or two af­
terwards a civic banquet will be ten­
dered to the furloughed veterans and 
ail others who have preceded them, to­
gether with their wives. Mayor Mc­
Bride declares that in this war year 
this will be the only banquet provided 
at city expense.

St. John's, Nfid., March 17.—The worst 
blizzard Newfoundland has experienced 
in twenty years, for the last three days 
has completely blocked railroad and 
coastwise steamer traffic. Only one

Harry James Smith of Kitchener, Ont. 
author and playwright, on a special 
mission in the Pacific northwest as a 
sphagnum moss collector for the Ameri­
can Red Cross, was killed at Murray- 
ville, B. C., late Saturday when a train

Russian Banks Will Denationalize Un­
der German Pressure.

Petrograd, Friday, March 15.—The 
Finnish council is prepared to arrange 
a compromise with the Germans. It is 
said the Germans have demanded the 
disarmament of the Red Guard.

The wife of Grand Duke Michael has 
requested permission to follow her 
husband into exile.

It is reported that, under German 
pressure, the banks will soon be de­
nationalized.

GERMANS CUT CABLE
BETWEEN SWEDEN AND

THE ALAND ISLANDS

THE WEATHER Capt. Wheable went overseas as a 
, lieutenant with the 142nd Battalion.

During the battle of Passchendaele 
; he was severely wounded in the foot.
The courage he displayed, however, 1..: :,
won him recognition. A couple of the car, was seriously injured

death, that of a truck man in this city, 
who perished with his horse while try- 
ing to make his way home last night, 
had been reported today as a result of 
the storm, although much suffering was 
caused.

The crew of the fish-laden schooner 
Prospero, which foundered near Cape 
Race, after leaving here for Europe, 
was brought back last night. A number 
of vessels moored for the winter were 
driven to sea, and it was feared that 
some shipping disaster might be report­
ed as means of communication were re­
stored. Fears for the sealing steamers 
which set out last week were allayed, 
however, by a wireless message that all 
were safe. The blizzard began to sub- 
side today.

TWO YEARS IN PRISON
FOR INSUBORDINATION

Winnipeg, March 18.—Four conscien­
tious objectors, convicted on Friday at 
Minto Barracks on a charge of insubor­
dination, have been sent to the peniten­
tiary for two years each with hard labor. 
The men are Robert Clegg, Ralph Naish. 
Charles Matheson and Cedric Wain- 
wright. Clegg is an International Bible 
student, who laid charges of ill-treat-

struck his automobile.
A. McPhee of Murrayville, driver ofLOCAL TEMPERATURES.

Following were the highest and lowest 
itemperatures recorded in London during 

the 24 hours previous to 8 o'clock last 
night: Highest, 51; lowest, 35.

The official temperatures for the 12 
hours previous to 8 a.m. today were: 
'Highest, 38; lowest, 27.

Official Election Returns for London 
Riding Show 3,131 Soldiers' Votes.

Official returns for the soldiers’ vote 
in London federal riding have been re­
ceived by George S. Gibbons, defeated 
Labor-Liberal candidate. These figures 
place the majority of Major Hume 
Cronyn, M. P., at 4,353.

The figures are:
Cronyn. Gibbons.

Subscription Rates Advance
In effect April 1, 1918.

TOMORROW—FAIR ANO MILDER.
Toronto, March 18—8 a.m.

Forecasts.
Today —Fair and mild.
Tuesday—Fair and milder.

Temperatures.
The following were the highest and 

lowest temperatures for the 24 hours

"SEVENTEENTH" PARADE
WAS OFF AT MONTREAL

Montreal. March 18.—St. Patrick's 
Day parade, which usually is one of 
the big events of the year in Montreal,

6,548.8,240

, 759
. 969 
.1,168

Civilian vote ....
Soldiers—

North America .
United Kingdom 
Europe..................

OUTSIDE OF LONDON.
Through Dealers 
10c per week. 
45c per month. 
$5.00 per year

IN LONDON.
Delivered.

12c per week.
50c per month.
$6.00 per year.

138
34
63

6,782

Stockholm. March 17.—Communica­
tion with Helsingfors and other points 
in Southern Finland has been broken. 
The Germans are believed to have cut 
the cable between Sweden and the 
Aland Islands.

previous to 3 a.m. today: 
Stations. High. Low.was not held yesterday, out of respect 

to the memory of John Redmond. A 
solemn high mass was held in St. 
Patrick’s Church, with Archbishop

Weather. 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 
Cloudy 
Clear 
Fair 
Cloudy 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 
Clear 
Clear 
Cloudy

40 
8

32
26
20 
26 
30 
30
30
14
18
16
18

Totals ............................... 11,136
The soldiers’ vote shows that 3,131

Victoria ................. 50
Calgary ................. 58
Winnipeg ............... 44
Port Arthur 
Parry Sound 
Port Stanley 
Buffalo .... 
Toronto ... 
Kingston .. 
Ottawa .... 
Montreal ..

CONSTANTINE S SPIES
PLACED UNDER ARREST were allocated to this city.

YOUNG MAN HELD OVER 
MURDER AT MONTREAL

Bruchesi presiding at the throne. A 
relic of St. Patrick was exposed for the 
veneration of the devotees.

..40 

.40 

.38 

..48

..42 

..42 

..42 

.36

..20

CALLED FOR AT STORES 
10c per week.

BY MAIL PAID IN ADVANCE 
40c per month. 
$4.00 per year.

SWIRE SMITH DEAD.
London, March 18.—Sir Swire .Smith. 

Liberal member of Parliament for the 
Keighley division of Yorkshire, died in 
London Saturday. He had traveled ex­
tensively in America studying technical 
education methods. His work at the 
Keighley Institute caused Andrew Car- 
Regie to offer £10.000 for a library for 
the town. It was the first Carnegie 
library In England. Sir Swire was born

Athens, March 17.—Two Greek offi- 
sers, who were landed on the west 
coast of the Peloponnesus by a Ger- 
man submarine, have been arrested. 
They are said to have been sent by

AUSTRALIA WILL FREE 
ALL SHIPS FOR ALLIES Montreal, March 18.—The police have 

not vet arrested the suspected murderer 
of H. Gagnerez, who was stabbed to 
death on Thursday evening, but they 
are holding a young man in the belief 
that he can throw some light on the 
murder.

London. March IS.—The Australian 
Government, according to a dispatch to Quebec........

Father PointFormer King Constantine to obtain in- the Times from Sydney, has completed 
a scheme which frees all large ocean- Weather Notes.

formation on the state of the kingdom, 
and to have received instructions per­
sonally from the former ruler.

Fair weather prevails over the Domin­
ion, attended by quite mild conditions

going ships for the use of the Allies. 
A pool, which will control 120 ships 
engaged in coastal trade, will be formed. In most districts.

ment against officers in the Minto Bar-, 
racks recently, _ ______ in 1842 and knighted in 1898, */(.
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