
1871. lumbering twing firit, flour-milling
•econd, and the manuTaciurii , of foundry
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•hop product, third. At that

limt, l,W5 e»tabhshnient* producing booti
and thot-i were reported in Ontario; 1,4IB
in he Province of guebec; 448 in fiova
Jjcotia; and J59 in New Brunswick. But
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Uuebec produced booti and shoet in 1870 to

S'tmiM?' ?2:°'*''*l." ""Pa^d with
M,UJa,4M lor Ontario, Nova Scotia's outputwa. iomewhat over $1 000.000 and that of

tJ J?I!'"**"='*.*''«*"'>'
»*'ow that level,

ine Ontario thocmaken empk>yed fi.6M

Sfu Ivi
'*>'•""<* only 704 women andguU while Quebec, then as now, had the

advantage of a larger available supply of
female help and, of a toul of 9,886 employes
in the boot and shoe industry in that
province, no fewer than 3,642 were women
or girls.

DIFFICULT YEARS
The small unit s^^stem of manufacturing

4l^u\'^\^^^ .'""* '• indicated by the

!^ J^^ "•* "*'"* *»' 'he product per
ettablishment averaged only $3,850 in 1870,

fr5.^ Ki-
u"^""«* number of persons inewh esublishment was only a fraction over

irUl^H^ if
"^ this conaition of affairs

greatly changed at the time of the next
census, ten years later. The number of
Mtabiishments had increased by about 250-
the aggreMte capital in the industry had

t« .tiM^i.'''*'*'.
''"t '""all «cale productionwas still the rule. A substantial increase in

tne average capital investment per establish-
ment indicated a well-defined tendency
however, towards introduction of labor-Mving devices and adoption of more modern
business methods. The industry in Ontario

«„!rTi.P"f"**">' "" '"Crease in production
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output remained •tationaiy, but fewer hands
were employed. This recfuced employment,
too, IB attributable partly to the introduction
ot machinery in some factories. But aneven more important factor was the depres-
sion which came shortly before 1880, resuTtina
in a heavy mortality of Canadian shoe-
making estabbshments. The year 1878
!;P?S^|'y. "aw^many failures, the census
ot 1881 showed some progress in boot and
shoe manufacturing in Quebec, due no doubt
\° u u*^?"*

favorable labor situation there.
In both Nova Scotia and New Brunswick the
industry was losing ground. The census of
1^1 reported 130 boot and shoe making
establishments in Prince Edward Island, 25
in British Columbia and 15 in Manitoba,
ihe industry in Quebec surpassed in value
01 output, number of employes, and amount
of wages paid the combined figures for the
other provinces. Nevertheless, boot and shoe
manufacturing forty years ago was not
confined to one or two provinces and the

k nf"'^ •
*"'* **''^ distributed over

the Dominion approximately in proportion
to population. It was still largely Tlocal

industry despite the fact that a notable
machinery development had taken place
and that such d«vek>pnient was concentrat-
ing boot an shoe manufacturing in a few
principal districts. This tendency was
hastened by failure of many of the factories
located in the smaller communities.
.

The period 1870-80 was marked by the
invention of many of the older types of

iSSn "i!° •"'* "wWhk machines. Before
1870 there was practically no machinery
available and it is said that in that year
John Holmes, of Toronto, was the first
manufacturer in this country to bring in theMcKay sole sewing machine. It was
installed and operated in a building at the
comer of Queen and Vi. oria Streets.
Toronto. Introduction of the McKay sole
sewing machiiwwu followed by variousMge machines; including trimmers and
purnMhers, some of them being Canadian
inventions. The development was a rapid
one and by 1880 most of the Urger producers
were equipped with the mechanical appli-
Mces. The smaller manufacturers found
that they, too, had to have machinery if

^oS T'*']E
'** continue in business, and by

1885 tlie Canadian boot and shoe manufactur-
ing industry was fairiy generally equipped
with the eariy types of machinery.

SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS
The census of 1891. covering industrial

operations of the preceding year, revealed a
striking increase in the number of boot and
shoe manufacturinc establishments. The
awregate amount of capital invested in the
industry was neariy 60 per cent, higher than
that reported in 1880. and the annual output
represented a greater value. The number of
??A'*>y*;.wa» about 5 per cent less than in
1880. indicating a continued development in
the way of introduction of machinery and
labor saving devices. The number of
persons per establishment averaged only
about three and one-third. The increase in
the tariff on boots and shoes in 1879. from
nyi per cent, to 26 per cent., undoubtedly
stimulated native manufacturing and resulted

'i"i j*"?''^'"! number of establishments.
Indeed the 1891 figures show substantial
gains in each of the seven provinces—

a

development directly traceable to the increas-
•

'^"" protection in 1879. At the same
time, 5,129 out of 5,398 establishments
reported represented only 6,410 wage and
salary earners, or an average of little more
than one each. Nevertheless, there had
been growing up a number of larger estab-
lishments, and in 1890 we find 269 of these
each employing five persons uf more, with
an average for such larger units of more
than 40 workers. The introduction of
machinery was paralleled by a very marked
tendency towards larger productive units and
the beginning of our modern factory system.
Meanwhile there was a continued concen-
tration of production towards two nr three


