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•vith YCfy lit-
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ly real differ-

on« it anxioui

to gain what the other is anxious to keep. If

a measure be good, it is of no importance to

the nation from whom it proceeds ;
yet will

it be e.sleeined by the opposition a point of

honour not to let it pass without tiirowing

every ob>tructioM in its way. if we listen to

the niinisler for the time being, the nation is

always flourishing anf] happy ; if wo hearken

to the opposition, it is a chance if it be nu' on

the blink of deatrucliou. In an assembly

convened to deliberate on tli I'iiairsof a na-

tion, how dis.rusting to hear members p.-rpe-

tually talk of their connections, and tlieir re-

solution to act with a p.irticular set of in"n ;

when, if they have happened by chance vote

to according to Iheir convictions rather thin

their |iarty,°lKilf tlieir speeches are made up

of apologies for a conduct so new and unex-

pected ! When they see men united who
agree in nothing but their hostililv to Ihemi-

nTster, the people fall ai first into eugageiiunt

and irresolution; till perceiving political de-

bate is a merd scramble for protit an 1 pnwer,

they endeavour to become as corrupt a- uieir

betters. It is not in that roar of faction which

deatens the car and sickens the '.'art, the

still voire of liberty is he.ird. Shi: lurnsfrom

the ilisguslin!( scene, and rngarils tliesf, strug-

gles as the pangs and convulsions in ickick she

is doiimid to expire.

IV. The Duty of the peoplf..—A few

remarks on liiis subject, and I have done.

The interests of the people, and their duty,

are of course, identical. What their real in-

terests are, may, I I ust, be easily u.ferred

from the previous discussion.

1. Ill the first place, it is not the . ..crests

of the people to resist Her Majesty or Her

Majesty's Representative in Canada.—The

interests and happiness of man require govern-

ment; there can be no government without

authority ; that authority must be lodged

Bomewhere ; that aiUliority involves a tribu-

nal of uliimalo appeal in all questions of dis-

pub' between any parties in the stale. In re-

gard tu alleiratio'ns against the head of the

Canadian executive, the Iin].erial authority

is the supreme and ultimate tribunal of ap-

peal, as stated in the House of Assembly's

Resolutions of September, 1841, which de-

clare :
" That the head of tlie executive go-

i vernmcnt of the Province being within the

limits of his government the representutive

of the Sovereign, is responsible to the Impe-

rial authority alone." In all cases of litiga-

tion the unsuccessful as well ns successful

party must abide by the il cision of the

legally constituted tribunal of judgement in

svicU cases. To resist Ruch a decision is to

chairman of the Toronto Association him-
self (in a printed let' r) thus explains the

responsibility of the Governor Generpl, and

thus anticip i' s the present position of the

question at issue :

" 'Fhe Governor Genera-

fills a two fold capacity ; first that of reprel

sent itive or deputy to the Sovereign, ibi the

exercise oflhosi pierogativesof Royalty, with

which he may be entrusted, and w,.ich by

reason of th- icrsoual absence of the Sove-

reign, can Diiiy be performed by deputy; and

secondly and emphatically, lli it of the min-

ister of the ( rnwn in the -jolony, personally to

watch over ., id control ttie local administra-

tion of public affairs and see that the colonial

auth riue;-. do not infringe r.pon Imperial

rights or interests. In both these capacities

he is responsible to the crown, and obnoxious

to iinpeachinent in Parliament, should he fail

in tiie imporlai'.t functions thus confided to

him." *' In an Independent state, the Sove-

reign is under ;:roater restraint than the Go-
vernor of a Coiony, but the dixTerence is ono

of degree ; not of character. In either case,

where a dill'erence arises, it becomes at once

a question whethe;- the diff'erence be of suffi-

cient imp'T'ance to enter upon the conflict

which iuu.it necessarily arise, where two

parti^-s firmly adhere to their respective deter-

minations. In an independant state, such

pertinacity may bring about revolution and

the dethronement of the Sovereign. In a co-

lony it may lead to a state of perpetual and

continual jr-'itatlon, which may end in the ul-

tima ratio of all hnman affairs." Tiiat is, a

resort to arms.

This is strictly cont tutional doctrine. It

admits all that is involved in my argument

on this point in the preceding number. It

admits that the Governor has more power in

the colony than the Sovereign has in Eng-

land, because of his greater re.«ponsibility,

and because he combines in himself the pow-

er of the minister with the prerogative of the

Sovereign. But liow has the practice of the

autlioi- of this quotation and of his fellow As-

socialionists of Toronto contradicted his the-

ory ? In theory they here admit—though two

months afterwards they and Mr. Blake con-

tradict it—that the Governor General is re-

sponsible to tl'.e Imperial authority alone ;

thev prefer certain charges against him for

maiadmiiiislration ; but instead of bringing

those charges with the alleged prools ofthem

before the" Imperial authority for adjudica-

tion, they bring them before the Canadian

public. Their theory before the formation of

the Toronto Association admitted colonial

connexion with England ; tlicir practice, aad
SUCH uusua. x '* leoi-Ti. hmv^.. v. «,.»-. ^ - ^

renoi'nce the authority of the tribunal wliich theory also through Mr. Ulake, since tlie for

made it. Is it the interests of the people of .nation of that associaUon, '>''ser\«
'/^fPf,"

Ciinadd to resist the decision which the Im-^
......

» . -.

perial authority has pronounced in favour of

Sir Chi. 'es Metcalfe, and condemninory of

the alleirations of his accusers ^ Are the peo-

ple of Canada prepared to sustain a resistance

if commenced r If not, ..ligiit they to com-

mence it? This is the altern

sist or B

which the question has now arri

dence of England. And, as stated by the

chairman of the Toronto Association hims "If,

" it now becomes at once a question whether

the difference be of sufKcient importance to

enter upon the conflict which must necessa-

rily arise ?" The Imperial authority has sub-
•^
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ubmit. And this is the point at appeal is the God of batlles-the chances of

veJ. Tlie war. Do the people of Canada regard tlis


