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My dear young brethren, I congratulate you on the

•uccessful termination of your probation. And I trusb

that that Divine goodness which has been so abundantly
shown toward you in the past will still bo continued.

IVhatever may be your feelings, I am sure I can sympa-
thize with thorn. You have devoted yourselves in the

iiiost solemn manner to the service of (lod. And v/hen

I think of this most important duty, which I am now
to dischai-ge, I cannot but look upon these reverend
fathers, crowned by the hand of time, with the hoary
iioad, symbolic of the purity and reward to which they
iire hastening; who have long led the van of the Lord's
-host, anil whose protracted experience could furnish them
with abundant suggestions of counsel required by you;
or when I look upon these learned and able brethren,

whose cultured taste, singular piety and abundant ]':arn-

ing so eminently fit them for giving and enforcing, illus-

trating and adorning the advice which Avould guide yon
in your studies and labors, and prove a life long benefit,

I may well tremble at the resjionsibility which has been
placed upon me. But the lesson I have learned—and
that lesson 3'ou must learn—is to attempt every duty
resolutely, and proceed in it earnestly, and then yon
may hope to do it successfully. There are three pr4n-

iiples which have guided me in the selection of the text


