
lU

less result, wc obtain, by tlic. principles ilctailcd in the prccnlinL;

articles, a in'riiondcrating evidence in favor of that buiindari/.

Art. 28. Uy tlio mere inoiitiil siibstitiitioii of arcs of %rcat

circles for straii^ht lines, the whole preceding theory, with

scarcely a verbid alteration, becomes tlircctly appHcibb! to all

cases, in wliich, from the large extent of the total tract, wo
may suppose the rotundity of the terrestrial surface to have

any perceptible cll'ect on the (jncstion.

Art. 21). But, in the practical ap[)lication of t!iis theory,

the following indispensable ])rccaMtion must be observed.

Through all the jnx'coding investigations, the extent of any

one boundary is conceived to be that wiicrcin it separates,

every loherc, the preciovsly undetermined shares of those two par-

ties, and of those two parties alone. And thercibrc, if a bounda-

ry be part of a continuous frontier ; and if that frontier, in

other parts of its course, bo a boundary to shares predetermin-

ed between the same two parties, or a boundary at all apper-

taining to any share of any third party
; if wo would apply

the preceding investigation to this first boundary, we must
first ascertain how much of that frontier constitutes this boun-

dary, by discovering on what points of that frontier the cxtrcin-

ilies of this hoxindanj fall.

Art. 20. Hence, in the application of the preceding process

to an examination of the two Imundarios respectively claimed

by the American and British nations, on the frontiers of New
Brunswick and Maine ; we should first ascertain vhcre the

common westward extremitij of the two conflicting hounddvicfi

lies : that is, to what c.vtenl westward, in 178'J, the bonndnr;/

established in that year separated British from American ter-

ritory. The true answer to this (piestion seems to be, that

such boundary was honafule a boundary between the United

States and the British possessions, through all its westward
course till it first reached a branchof the Mississippi: as every

part of the region westward of that river, at least as flir as lo

the Rocky Mountains, appears to have been, at that time, ei-

ther Indian or French territory. This question, however, be-

ing subject to the decision of historical research, ils I'lutlier

consideration is unncccssarv here.


