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and of knowing bettor wliere lie was tl.an Colum-
l.ns himself. TJiis point is ablj brought forward
by I rofessor Paul Gaffarel, iu his important
work, "Les Deoouvreurs Fran^ais du XIV°>«
uu XVI- Siecle," published at Paris in 1888
find Ins account may bo briefly summarized as
loliows:

Jean Cousin, in 1488, sailed from Dieppe
then the great commercial and naval port of
trance, and bore out to sea, to avoid the storms
so j)revalent in the Bay of Biscay. Arrived at
the atitude of the Azores, he was carried west-
ward by a current, and came to an unknown
country near the mouth of an immense river
lie took possession of the continent, but, as he
iiad not a sufficient crew nor material resources
adequate for founding a settlement, he re-em-
barked. Instead of.returning directly to Dieppe
he took a southeasterly direction-that is, toward
feouth Africa-discovered the cape which has
smce retained the name of Cap des Aiguilles
(tape Agulhas. the southern point of Africa)
went north by the Congo and Guinea, and re-
turned to Dieppe in 1489. Cousin's lieutenant
was a Castilian, Pinzon by name, who was
jealous of his captain, and caused him consid-
erable trouble on the Gold Coast. On Cousin's
comj)laint, the Admiralty declared him unfit to
Borve m the marine of Dieppe. Pinzon then
retu-ed to Genoa, and afterward to Castile,
^very cn-cumstance tends toward the belief that
ins is the same Pinzon to whom Columbus
atterward mtrusted the command of the Pinta
• . . We must recollect that Columbus had
iost all iiope, when lie was suddenly accosted b^


