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d^fcrlhiiif; the period immediately preceding* the RVeat re-

bellion in the 17th Century, informs us, that" the weak

•» contributed to the defigns of the wicked, while the lat-

•» ter out of a confcioufnefs of their guilt, grew by def-

" paration worfe than they intended to be. The wife

** were often impofcd upon by menoffmali underftand-

4t ings—the innocent were poflefled with lazinefs, and

** flept under the moft vifible article of danger, and the

" ill-difpofed, though of the Rxoft oppofite interefts and

" diftant affeaions, united in a firm and conftant league

*' of mifchief, while thofe whofe opinions and interuRs

«* were the fame, divided into factions and emulations

** more pernicious to the public than the treafcns of

*' others."

The well difpofed in this community (hould therefore

awake from their ftupor, and carefully watch over the

attempts at incrsafe of popular power ;—^for the hiitory

of the laft twenty years written in blood, fhews to what

an extreme of defpotifm, the delufions of fadlioiis, and a-

bufe ofthe power of the people, leads. Mankind in Eu-

rope noivfee andfeel that the only efFedual remedy foir

fuch abufes, is in regal power, eltablilhed upon the in-»

flueace of property.

America has to undergo many trials and purgations

before this precious truth Ihall be acknowledged ; and ift

this Province, we appear to be verging to that dreadful^

fituation, where property, wifdom, and experience, will

be confidered as unnecefsary qualifications tor legislation j

and that tUofe to whom acne would ccmfde the manage-
ment
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