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ihall fnatch tl^e reins of our government from the

hands in which we have placed them ? whether, in

fine, they will give their confidence to men of their

own choice, 'having the hiy\e interefts with themr

i^lves, or to Ar^ngers and foreigners, charged with

the interefts of another country, and always feeking

to promote them at our expence I Can the decifioa

be difficult? V
.
.': : '". •

And what are thefe pretentions, which France

enforces by the plunder of our merchants, and th^

imprifonment of our citizens ? What ace tbofe in-

juries which (he avenges by infulting our govern-

ment and our country, and whpreof, with a more
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a controverfy between tbem, the Geooefe Secretary relied

on the lawr of nations : M. Tilly replied^ "that he did nol

*' acknowledge as public rights, (Droin publiv which ought

*' to have been translated ^vM( la<tvt) papers drawn up under

** the authority of kings/' It was to afcertain and eftabliHi

,

the true public law, he faid, that the French had taken up

arms, " until this work of theirs, he adds, (hall be compleat^d,

** their minifters rcfideiit tn fbrei^ dates, are bound provifi-.

V onalty to make the French name refpefted, by condufling

** theipfelves conformably to reafon and juflice, which are the

<* only bafis of true public rights :*' of this reafon and juffifC

the French themfelvcs were to be the judges, and under this

pretence, thty were to controul and fet aftde the e(l«bli(hed

law of nations.

This was pretty much of a piece with the declaratien of-

Mr. Genet, who thanked God (hat he had long fince forgot-

ten, what was contained ID ihe worm tafen volumt of Vntttl^

Croliut, aud Puffetidorf,


