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With this view, he fet fail from Porto Rico,

-and direfted his courfe, as it is faid, northward*

near the Lucayo iHes ; and after havlhg failed

to the twenty-fixth degree north latitude, and

then, fleering weftward, to his no fmalljoy

he dilcovered—— '!
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'Fred. The well?
.l>^f>ito%i

Fath. No ; but, on the contrary, an cx-

<ten{ive and beautiful country, which we now
know to be a part of the continent of North

America, and to which Ponce gave the name
•of Florida ; either becaufe it bore a very flou-

rilhing afpe6b, or becaufe the time of the year

when he difcovered it, thai i», juft before Eafter,

vupon Palm Sunday,, was called in Spain by that

; name. Thus did an important difcovery ori-

ginate in a ridiculous whim.

The attention of the Spaniards was now
turned towards another part of the globe, with

which they had hitherto J)een unacquainted.

They iktidireifoii •to'.l^'li^ye'fbat (heije exifled a

countf^* 1ft* 'th*^ ht^xnfph'ere*, * •where the rich

empiVe,*af^p?4cp*.|\,es.*; • bj^t s^.'yej^'fl^.one had

atteiTlptteA * to ' clifcover *
Tb." • 'Thrs'- altempt is

now about to be made ; and an aftonifliing man
will foon appear upon the ftage, whofe name

I have hitherto concealed from you.
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