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who first apiKuirs in our liistory as the commander

of tl»e Dolpliin, 10, during the cruise of (^aptaiii

Wickes in the Irish and English channels, hecame

the senior officer of the service, making the second

member of the same family who had fdled that

honourable station.

IROl, Captain Morris was retained as the fifth in rank, and his

selection to command the Mediterranean stpiadron wan due to his

])lacc on the list ; the ago and state of healtli of the few officers

above him, rendering them indisposed to actual service of the

nature on which he was sent.

The fault of Com. Morris in managing the force entrusted to him

was merely one of judgment, for neither his zeal nor his courage

was ever questioned. Had he been regularly tried by a court-

martial, a reprimand, in all r»'obability, would have been the

extent of the punishment; and it is due to his character, to add,

that his dismissal from the navy has usually been deemed a high-

handed political measure, rather than a military condemnation.

He lived respected, and died in his original ])osition in life, while

attending the legislature at Albany, in 1814. He was considered

a good ofliccr, in general, and Wiib a seaman of very fair preten-

sions.


