
of Kailli will pi'ijdiiei' I'niil iiiilo otmiul lit'i'. Tin' iiitcHiijuiici'

which is SI) iliirki'ni'<1 l)y sci|j|iistrii's. nr cDi-iuptc'il by ii love r)!'

ph'iisiin's, as to si'i> iid cijiitr.ailii-tioii in iissijrMiii^f thr sunn- lot to

the iicil)ly virtUDUs. iiml the di'f^niiiiil slavi^ of vice, is not niurcly

thorny, or rocky, it is hopelessly harren soil. 'I'his cxphiins

whv the cviih'iK.'i's ol' Hcvcl.'ition, so hnninons in licinsclvi-s,

iimke no iiiiprossloii on so Tnniiy. 'I'hiy ilo not reason. With

nil the pretention to su]ierior kno\vl('(l};e. with all the ]ionilerons

platitndes in l^uarterlies, and the delirious declamations in the

Press and on Platforms about love of reason, the hard irreversit)le

fact is, they do not reason. In |iast aj^es .Satan jjained many

victories tlirougli the passions of men; in our day he seeks to

• lominate their intellects. Considerinjr the extent of disbelief

in his personality, and in eternal punishment, his success has

been very marked.

What the voice of Nature proelainied in all ages, and anion^

all Nations, viz., that there was a spirit of evil, an enemy of

mankind, who could exercise a certain malign influence over the

unwury, that, the word of (Iwl eontirmed. Slmllow unbelievers

win senseless applause from shallower crowds by declaiming

against the absurdity of a spirit with tail and horns, and armed

with a pitch fork, or shovel, and complacently imagine they have

proved the non-existence of a pei-sonal devil. What the Catho-

lic Church teaches is that the devil is a person, that is an

individual being endowed with intelligence and will, and can

act on us through suggestion, and temptations of various kinds.

He is a spirit : hence he has no body, though he may, God per-

mitting, assume a visible form, just as we read of the angels

appearing to the Patriarchs. We nmst always bear in mind

that visibility is not an es.sential c|uality of personality. Ho


