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will foon have it out ofhis Power to relieve, how
much Feeling foever he may have for the Wants
of others. It is the fame Thing with Nations, if

they Regard nothing but their own Inrereft, they

will neccflarily become Hateful and Hated, they

will provoke the Envy of their Neighbours, and

their own Condiw^ will a(lbrd fuch Colours for at-

tacking and dcftroying them, as will give a Shew
of Juftice even to the Workof Mahcc. This was
the Cafe of the Carthaginians^ they were Sellifh to

the laiit Degree, and this made them mod alTiduous

in cheir Commerce, this again made them Rich,

when they were fo they grew Proud and Inlblent,

which naturally brought on them Difficulties^ Dif-

trefles, and in the End Deflrudioin. But though

Sclfilhnefs be fobad an Ingredient in Policy, when
it is there in too great a Degree, yet we ntuft take

Care not to leave it totally out ; a Nation prodigal

in fupporting others, and vainly fond of having

fine Things faid to her by her Neighbours, may,

be led into fuch Expence s, as it is out of her

Power to fiipport, may even, ip a juft Caule be

drawn to Ruin by Profufipn,' and be undone her-

felf by a prepofterous Defire of living Others,

This was the Cafe dSweden under Charles XII •

He was not content with repreiTing Ads of Hofti*

lity againft his own Kingdom, he would needs be

the Protedor of diftreffed Princes* and the Savi-

our of enflaved Nations ; nay, at laft he extended

his Care ofMankind fo far, as to fet up like ano-

ther Hercules for the Pulling down of Tyrants j

but his firft Expedition, in that way, proved his

laft, his generous Enthu iafm undid him, and

which was worfe ftill undid his Subje6ls.
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We fee therefore, that Moderation is alike ne*

ceffary in all Things, and that it is a Rule in Po-

licy, as well as Prudence, not to be Righteous
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