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imagination, and many particular afts will

be wrong, though their general principle.be

right. It cannot be denied that a juft con-

vidion of the reft»-aint neceflary to be laid

upon the appetites has produced extravagant

and unnatural modes of mortilication, and

inftitutions which, however favourably con-

fidered, will be found to violate Nature with-

out promoting Piety. «*
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- But the docSlrine of felf-denial is not

weakened in itfelf by the errors of thofe who
mifmterpret or mifapply it ; the encroach-

ment of the appetites upon the underftand-

ing is hourly perceived, and the ftate of

thofe whom fenfuality has enflaved, is known
to be in the higheft degree defpicable and

wretched.
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The dread of fuch fhameful captivity may
juftly raife alarms, and wifdom will endea-

vour to keep danger at a diftance. By time-

ly caution and fufpicious vigilance thofe de-

fires may be reprefled to which indulgence

would foon give abfolute dominion ; thofe

enemies may be overcome, which when they
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