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This statistical table proves the imperfection of

the territorial division. It appears that in confid^^

ing to intendants the administration of police and

finances, the object was to divide the Mexican soil

on principles analogous to those followed by the

French government on the division of the king-

dom into generalities. In New Spain every inJ

tendancy comprehends several sub-deltgations. In

the same manner the generalities in France were

governed by sub-delegates, who exercised their

functions under the orders of the intendant. But

in the formation of the Mexican intendancies, little

regai d has been paid to the extent of territory or

the greater or less degree of concentration of the

population. This new division indeed took | lace

at a tiiue when the ministers of the colonies, the

council of the Indies, and the viceroys, were un-

furnished with Ihe necessary materials for so im-

portant an und rtuking. How is it possible to

possess the detail of the administration of a coun-

try of which there has never been any map, and

regarding which the most simple calculations of

political arithmetic have never been attempted ?

Comparing the extent of surface of the Mexican

intendancies, we find several of them ten, twenty,

even thirty times larger than others. The intend!-

ancy of San Luis Potosi, for example, is more ex-

tensive than all European Spain» whi(e the intend-

ancy of Guanaxuato does not exceed in size two

or three of the departments of France.' The fol-


