
Recent TravcUcm in North America. 93

Iwtli <(|

MICIlt.

ros, anil

1,1)00

, 000

|()f tliaf,

States,

|I»ia/,iI.s.

•mitrics

|for tlic

ItT that

inillioii

>l tS, MO
which

e.

I

to his proper topic—wo may add, that our AlVicaii S(|ua(lron, arul

other efforts lor repressinu: the shive trach', are here worse than iise-

h'ss ; lor just in proportion as shivery }>-oe8 (h)vvn in IJra/il and

(!uha, will the stinuilus to shive-!)ree(linjf Ix' increasiMl in Virjjinia.

What is to Im' done with the Anieri«an negroes? 'I'his is, per-

haps, a question ol' as jrreat perph'xity to th«' iViends ol' tlx; blacks

as to their sternest taskmasters, Hesides tl H> a( tual slaves, the

an

)\\'nv^ body of free (oloured people is a source ol" extreme

xiety. At the beuinninj; ol' the century their nund)er in V'ir-

ijinia was only l(),()l)(); it is now <'stimated at six times that

amount. Tbey are most nununous in Eastern Virfjiuia ; and as

the whites in that re<>;ionare diminishinu:, while the I'rec blacks are

increasing:, it is not unnatural that the lornu'r should dread the•f
inlluence ol the latter upon the minds ol" the slaves. Attempts

have accordin<;ly been made to repress this increase, by dis-

couraijinu: the emancipation of the shives, and forbiddiuii' such

as are emancipated from remaininij in the State without the

special permission of the county-courts. lUit the a<i-ent most

relied on has been the American Colonisation Society— that is,

the scheme for (onveyinj; all free blacks who choose to the

Liherian settlement in Africa,— a scheme proj)osed by Presi-

dent Jeffers(m at the close of last century, established in 1817,
aided and countenanced by the Icijislature of Virjjfinia, and recently

supj)orted by Messrs. Clay and Webster. The latter statesman,

in March, l^')!), explicitly said,— ' If Vir<jinia and tlu; South see

lit to adopt any proposition to relieve themselves from the free

l)e()ple of colour amonjj; them, or such as may be made free, they

liave my full consent that the Goyernment shall pay them any

sum adequate to the purpose out of the proceeds of the sale of

the territories ceded to the jicneral (loyernmcnt.—and which has

already produced 80,000,000 dollars.' In session I8r)0 the legis-

lature of \ irijinia passed a bill appropriatinji' 50,000 dollars a-year

for live years, to remove from that State, under the auspices of the

Colonisaticm Society, each free person of colour wlio mi<;ht be will-

ing to emi<;rate to Africa; and imposinif on those who remained

a tax of a tlollar a-head, to be added to the same fund. And in

the j)resent Congress (18r)l) Mr. ("lay has })roposed the establish-

ment of a line of Goyernment cmif/ration steamers to the coast of

Alriia to promote the e»2,ress of free blacks.

We are happy in believinjj that the settlement of Liberia has

already had some effect in repressing: the slave traflic on tlie ad-

joininij: Coast of Africa, anil promotinsj better industry there than

that of kidnappin<2:. But, as respects its main avowed ])urpose,

this Colonisation Society has not as yet succeeded. The free

coloured people in th<» States increase at present at the rate of

11,000
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