
according to the old oostom which prevailed on the lied Biver.

It seems to me very astonishing that, in order to find fkult

with the present Government, the hon. gentleman should be

obliged to repudiate the policy of the Government of which
he was a member. He tried ineffectually to show that the

polioyof the late Government was the reverse of what it

really was. Its policy was, so far as the treatment of the

half-breads was concerned, not to give them a particle ofthe

Indian title, but to treat them as white settlers. The
leader of the Opposition had ample time to make a close

examination of aU the documents that have been produced,

documents which he had, but which a great many otber

members had not, for this reason, that the moment the

return containing these papers was laid on the Table, the

papers disappeared without having oven been endorsed in

the Sessional Papers Office. I applied for them several times,

but was unable to get them or any clue to where they were.

I do not want to accuse any one ; it was undoubtedly the

right of the hon. ^ntleman to take possession of the papers,

but I deny his right to exclusive possession. I had the

right to see them. It was my good fortune, however, to

peruse within the last twenty four hours a second copy,
which was prepared for the Senate. I was greatly

surprised when I heard the leader of the Opposition the

other evening, after quoting document after document,
after quoting the petition of the half*breeds of St. Albert
and St. Laurent to the Government of the hon. member
for East York (Afr. Mackenzie) in 18*78—I was surprised,

I say, that he quoted those petitions without quoting
the replies, trying thereby to impress upon the House
and upon the country that these were representations made
to the present Government which had remained unans-
wered. I could hardly credit it. I had read enough of those
papers to know that the quotations made by the leader of
the Opposition were not co nplete. What is the answer
which the hon. member for Bothwell (SCr. Mills), the
Minister of Interior at that time, gave ? And there is no
man in this House, or out of it, who can be convinced that
the answer of the hon. gentleman had some other bearing
than upon the application for assistance for seed grain or
agricultural implements ; it is an expression of the Govern*
ment's unwillingness to consider the demands of the half-

breeds to the Indian title. What is the answer ?

" The half-breeds, who have, in some respects, the adrantage orer
new settlers in the Territories, should be impressed with the necessitT
of settlingdown in fixed localities and directing their energies to agrf-
ealtaral pursuits, in which case land would no doubt (not a sure
thing it appears) foe assigned to them in the same way as to the white
setlers."
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