
450 miles iieariT market than the souili-

firn one. This shows a marked advantage

in every section of the Journey in favor

of the Ottawa route.

The following comparison of the lour

]>raotlcable ways of connecting the Hud-
son with the lakes shows the distance l>y

the several routes:

ni.^TA.Vi'KS cmcAOOTO N'KW-YOilK.

Lake
and 'I'lilal

Ciiniil. KiviT. Mllfs.
I Via Ottawa and Fffnch Hlv-

. IS and l.,ake Chaiiiplain lliO 1,'."JS 1,;US
~ Via llif Kiif I 'anal ai d
Hudsi.n KiVfi- liM l.WC, 1,11.'.

li \'la Wellund (.'anul and Kiit-

tiom <Js\v(?Bn L'.'Ml l.i;i.1 l,4».'i

4 A'lu tile St. I.awii'ni'i- and
Lake ('lianipl.'iin I);.'t 1,141 1,i;il|

Conipari'd wilii its competitors as a

ilirougli route from Chicago to New-
Yoi'k, the Ottawa will be seen to be -•">(>

miles shorter than the St. Lawrence, ami
to have 4;{ miles less of canals. The locU-

iige is less on the St. Lawrence, but not

iiufflciently to counterbalance so great a

difference in length and quantity of can-

aling. The route via Oswego is 11M» miles

longer than the Ottawa route, and has

110 miles more of canal, while the Erie

route from Buffalo is 70 miles longer

and has 2[W miles more of canal. Count-

ing one mile of canal navigation as fairly

equivalent to three miles of open river

and lake in point of expense, tinu- oc-

cupied. &c., the Ottawa route would be

e (ual to 1,r>SS miles, that via Oswego to

l,!t0."» miles, the St. Lawrence to 1,930

miles, and the Erie to 2,115 miles of lake

and rivei- navigation.

In a report prepared under the instruc-

tions of the Canadian Government soma
years ago, and based on careful surveys,

T. C. Clarke estimated the cost of com-
pletion of a twelve-foot channel fioni

Georgian Bay to Montreal at $12,00l),000.

Other plans have been submitted involv-

ing larger outlay. But one of the most

recent estimates sets the outside Hgure

of the necessary expenditure at .$iri,000,-

<)00. This would complete the link be-

tween lake and ocean trafflc, and .Rtlve

the shortest possible grain route. To con-

nect New-York with that system would

require the construction of a canal thirty-

two miles in length, from Lake St. Louis,

on the St. Lawrence, to St. Johns, on the

Richelieu River, at the level of Lake
Champlaln, and the enlargement of slx-

ty-slx miles of canal between Lake Cham-
plaln and the Hudson. ShouM the Hud-
son River be used to a greater extent In

the formation of a deep channel, so as

Id li'sseii the aniiiiiiit mI' canal requlieil at

this point, the advantage of tin? Ottawii

route over the lOiii^ wnuM be the more
Increased.

Surveys were made years ago for a

'•anal connecting I..ake St. Li iiis with

Lake Champlaln. In a recent ai'tide In

The Albany Times-X'nion, Cc I. John V,.

Riley, I'nited Stales C'onsul General at

Ottawa, after careful examination of ihe

various reports, estimau's the cost of

completion of a fourteen-foot cliannel nl

,$7,ri(N»,(KM>. The estimated cos) of enlarge-

melit lo fourteen feet ileptli of llu' canals

from Lake Champlain in Die Hudson l>i-

ing .liin.lHIO.OOO. a l-.tal exp.Muliture uf

$.'{7.rt<M>.(MXt would rDiiiplHh' and conned
with New- York the Ottawa higliway fm-

water traffic from the lakes to the Kast-

ern Seaboard.

The character of the Ottawa River is

such as to lend itself readily to the for-

mation of one of the most perfect sys-

tems of Inland navigation in the world.

It consists almost altogethei- of stretches

of deep and still water, interrupted by
rapids and falls, which are easily over-

come by locks and dams. The only work
to be done Is in getting from one lake to

another. Thus on the route the following,

besides smaller lakes, are passed through:

Lake St. Louis, 13 miles in length; Lake
of the Two Mountains, '2~t miles; Des-
( henes Lake, 27 miles; Chats Lake, 1!'

miles; Coulonge Lake, 20 miles, and Lake
NIpissing, 40 miles, making a total of over
140 miles. For the most part these lakes

have a channel depth of from 20 to TO
feet at low water, very few spots having
as little as 14 feet.

Long stretches of the r'ver, also, are

equal to the very best lane navigation.

Such a one is that part known as Deep
River, nearly 30 miles in length, very
straight, from 1.000 to 2,1MMI feet wide,

and of very great depth, said to be over
100 fathoms in some places. The shores

at this point are bold, and the scenery
resembles that of the Sfguenay on a
small scale. Everywhere, by means vt

dams, a slack-water navigation of suf-

ficient depth can be more readily and
ch'eaply obtained than on any other rotue.

Competent engineers say that the differ-

ence in cost between an eighteen-foot

channel and a nine-foot one would not

be so great as In ordinary cases, and
that, if made for the latter, probably 75

per cent, would be available for the for-

mer without further Improvement.
Another point Is that the Ottawa Is a

V


