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tliG natives, fronx antagoinsin (if race, became more inteuBely Catholic,

unci Avere dra\\'ii into the league of Catholic powers on the Couthient,

in Avliich they sutTered the usual fate of the dwarf who goes to hattle

with the giant. By the strong luonarchy of the Tudors the conquest

of Ireland was completed with circumstances of cruelty suflicient to

plant undying hatred in the breast of the people. But the struggle

for the land did not end there ; instead of the form of conquest it took

that of confiscation, and was waged by the intruder with the arms of

legal chicane. In the form of eviction it has lasted to the present

hour ; and eviction in Ireland is not like eviction in England, where

great manufacturing cities receive and employ the evicted; it is star-

vation or exile. Into exile the Irish people have gone by millions, and

thus, though neither maritime nor by nature colonists, they have had

a great share in the peopling of the New World. The cities and rail-

roads of the United States are to a great extent the monuments of

their labour. In the political sphere they have retaine.l the weakness

produced by ages of political serfage, and are still the il'brls of broken

clans, with little about them of the genuine republican, apt blindly to

follow the leader who stands to them as a chief, while they are in-

stinctively hostile to law and government as their immemorial oppres-

sors in their native land. British statesmen, when they had conceded

Catholic emancipation and afterwards disestaljlishment, may have

fancied that they had removed the root of the evil. But the real root

Avas not touched till Parliament took up the question of the land, and

effected a compromise whieh rnay perhaps have to be again revised

before complete pacification is attained.

In another way geography has exercised a sinister influence on thi,'

fortunes of Ireland. Closely approaching Scotland, the northern coast

of Ireland in course of time invited Scotch innnigration, which formed

as it were a Presbyterian Pale. If the antagonism between the Eng-

lish Episcopalian and the Irish Catholic was strong, that between the

Scotch Presbyterian and the Irish Catholic was stronger, ''i'o the

English Episcopalian the Irish Catholic was a barbarian and a

Eomanist; to the Scotch Presbyterian he was a Canaanite and an

idolater. Nothing in history is more hideous than the conflict in the

North of Ireland in the time of Charles I. This is the feud which has

been tenacious enough of its evil life to propagate itself even in the

New World, and to renew in the streets of Canadian cities the brutal

and scandalous conflicts which disgrace Beli'ast. On the other hand,

through the Scotch colony, the larger island has a second hold upon
the smaller. Of all political projects a federal union of Ihigland and
Ireland with separate Parliaments under the same Crown seems the

most hopeless, at least if government is to remain parliamentary; it

may be safely said that the normal relation between the two Parlia-

ments would be collision, and collision on a question of peace or war
would be disruption. Bu? an independent Ireland would be a feasible
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