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THK KHFORM IS FAR-REAi IIINO.

This Manual Traininjj move-
ment is only part ot the edu-

cational reform which is mak-
inj;f headway in Cireat Britain

and other Kuropean countries.

In i8()7, a Royal Commission
was appointed to determine

how far and in what form man-
ual and practical instruction

should be included in the edu-

cational system of the primary
schools under the Board ot

National Education in Ireland.

The report of that Commission
is a most instructive document,
in which they point out certain

changes in other parts of the

system oi national education which
they think will become necessary with

a view to the development of manual
and practical instruction. The order

in which they consider these changes,

is as follows : Kindergarten, Kduca-
tional Handwork, Drawing, Hlement-

ary Science, Agriculture, and some
others.

IT UIl.l. .MlKi'T ALKKLLTlRi:.

The Kindergarten system has already

been quite generally adopted in many
of the Canadian schools, and Manual
Training is intended to include Educa-
tional Handwork and Drawing. Ele-

mentary Science is finding a place in

many of the Canadian schools under
the name ol "nature studies." Re-
garding .Agriculture, the report of the

Commission savs :

M\M \1. IKAIMM; HKNUI IIMK \IKW

MANIAI. TRAINlNi; BKNL 11^ F RO.S T VIKW

" W'l- ilo iu>t think lli.it .i^ruiiluiro .is ,iii

an, thai is to sa) pr.uliial l.irminj^, is a stib-

ji'vl that proporly l)t'KMi^;s ti> I'li'mfiil.iry t-Uii-

laliiMi. .-\l pifsiMil Itu- sIikIn lit svli.it is lallt'd

thf theory ol .i^riiiihuii- is ii>iii|>iilsory tor

hm s ill all nir.il sihiiuls, .iiul is liiiilily i-ii-

ioiirai;i'il l)v iV-fs. But I'lir iMii|uiT\' h. is shown
ih.il tills sillily lOiisists, lor tin- most part, in

lommiltlnij .i loxt-biiok to mcinory ; aiui we
have loiiu- to the i-oiKliisioii that it h.is litiie

I'lliii'.ttional or praitiial v.iUu'. Wo roiom-

iiUMid iiisti-ail liiat tlii> lOiirsc of |-"ltMmMit:iry

Scii'iui- to be t;iii_;ht in rural sihooN should

be so tranieil ;ts lo illiisir.ite the more simple

siieiititie prineiples that umlerlie the art and
iniiiistrv ot a^riiulture. We also reeoiiimeiiii

the m- inteiiance .tiul extension ot school ^iir-

ilens, as a means bv whiili these siientitic

priiK'iples niav be illustrated and made iiiter-

estin>j to the pupils.'

The gift of $10,000 by Sir William

C. Macdonald to provide prizes for

boys and girls in the seed-grain com-
petition is in accord with the recom-

mendations oi these Illustra-

tion School (lardens.

The Progressive .Agriculture

Branch of the .Macdon.dd Man-
ual Training Fund has great

poss'bilities of usefulness.

Over i,5iK) boys and girls have

entered the competition ; and
there is no saying whereimto
its educational influence may
gruv.
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KOVAI. lOMMISsjON ON THE
SUEiJlA 1.

The following are extracts

from the fourth and final re-


