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,1 IIIW ni'iiiiiiiit iiiii. I'luiii IT:{it to ITU llif tvvi>

rri)iiiiiii: |>ri!»(«-i iiitcnliimu'<'<l lliiinio in tlii> \s;i\ tlin-r

tiint>' '\'\u\ ;i( .|iiirr«l llir tlinnif l»y l'oM- aiul they <nul<l

(>iil\' k<'f|) it li\ '_'"l<l. Ml ilt|><ii'l<'<l n|H»ii how tinuli they

wen- al»l<- to MMiff/.r Milt (if tilt' ciiiintry. Tlu' priiicfs

>(.nn Ix'Ciimr |ia-t m;i>tfrs iii thciut i>f sjMiliiiliuii. Tlioy

put t,i\<> ii)>i)n cliiiiiiifys (fmuiuit). ami the starviiii^

peasants imlird tlirir (ottaL'es down and went to liv»'

in mountain caMvs , tlicy taxt-d the animals (vacaiiti.

and the pta>ant- |»rtfVrrcd to kill the few lM'a>ts they

possessed, lint lhi> did not always lielp them much,

for we aretolil that the I'liiK e ( 'oiistant in .Ma\ roeordato.

haviiiji |ireseril>ed a tax on domestic animals at a time

when an epidemic hud hroken out amoi\^st them,

ordered the tax to Ix' le\ ied on the carcases. ' The

administrative rei.'iine durinu; the I'hanariote period

was. in 'general, little else than oryani/ed hri^mnda^e,"

>a\s Xenopol.* In fact the Phanariote rule was instinct

with corruption, luxury, and intri<rue. Thoujzh ind.

vidiialK >ome of them may not deserve hlame. yet eon-

sideriiiir what the I'hanariotes took out of the country,

what they introilueed into it. and to what extent they

pre\cnted its develo|)ment . their era was the most

calamitous in Mumanian history.

The war of ITtiS hetweeii liu.ssia and Turkey L'iive the

former i'ower a va;.Mie protectorate over the Humanian

pro\in(('s. in 1774 Austria a(<piircd from the 'I'urks

hv false promises the northern jiart of .Mtddavia. the

pli'asant lan<l of llunuiiin. Durinji tin- new eonllict

hetween Turkey and liussia. the I'.ussian armie> occupied

and hattened upon the liunianian |>ro\ inces for si.x y<'ars.

Though the\ had ai.'ain to abandon their intention of

makinir the Danube the southern houndary of tlieir
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