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Lord Iliroi, whofic estimate of Worasv/orLli, we consider to be nil wroiip

(i III Ills i.imisiu); hinuioon upon the Kicat luitiiro poet:

"If he rmist fidn sv/eepo'cr (he rthmal plain ;And IVkusuh runs restive in his ' Wnpon",
Could he not be^ the loan of Charles's Wnin
Or ( iiy Mcdta for a single dru -on 7
Or if, too cluKsic for his vulvar brain,
He fear'd his neck to venture Huih a nng on,
And he rnuKt n--M'ds iiTount nearer to the moon
Could not the dullard ask for a balloon" 7

I: vviis with Hoiue surh feclioK that seven of us, mostly cousins, and the
,
.mil 'ir, Ht-.rt.d, on August 31st, 1908, from our home in Edinburgh—the

ly in v/host A.istan daya, J.ffny and Scott, Wilson and tne Ettr<ck
-hiphprd, Dutcald Htcvart and AJison were the literary lions—rtarted 1
:.y, to take a fl:Kht with Pcirafisus, the steed of the muses, in that most
i>; sale of vrhi(lf« a-i Auto-car, through v/hat we may call the poetttand

' Sii.tland -a d^lit'htful round of 110 miles in one day by E.,-k and Tweed
,

KttMck ;.nd Vairov/, and over the Pmtland Hills to the Northern
:!piti,l uKain.

It wf.s fitt nc that b.-.'oro -.ve started from B:dinburgrh which Durns ad-
r s(d us "Kdina Scotia's darling; seat", we should take a look at the.nrrs (.ardrns, and admire in the statue sculptured by Steele the finure
t Allan Haniduy, the poet of a i>ast ctntury, who wrote the best pastor-,!

ivfin m the rdalm of British Liternture-the "Gentle Sh-phcrd" Allan
I.; r:isi:y w.-is, like D.irns, of humble birth, but made his own Way well
: > l:e der!:;rcd : "He fain wid prove to ilka Scot"

That poortlth's (poverty) no the poet's lot",
\'t fr -Ti Allan Ramsay have descend.d siveral titled peoole of Scotland.
.n- author of the "Traditions of Kdinburgh", says: "Thus we find—

.V nr toth? esteem v/hich renius ever commands, the poet of the "Gentle
-h -herd" in the immortality of niarble, surrounded by the figures of
l.ttivrs and descrndants, who so ncKnowlrdRcd their aristocratic rank
'1 he infrrior tn his, derived fT-nm mind alo-ne.

H.ro in thf. Cordtns also let u.; look r.t Sir Walter Scotfs monument,dtf=-
nei by tl:e -liitor ArthiUald Kemp -a monument which ^11 know hut

V rlt'
^"-7 "'/r r''^ w '^^"'^''^^ fxarnined. Here the great Wizard of theN rth Mts v/ith fanhful Bevis at his foot-Sir Walter, the Dean of Scot

Jh niniistr:li;y: faeinp; Princes Street, on the monument, and dear to the
^.:r„,.,tr soul of the -rent novelist is the statue of Prince ChaWie fiom
;,'":! P^J^fi'-'Tley, drawing his sword ; on the South side facing thP
' sMe Hill is the fipure of the l^adyof the I a''e steppin? from a boat
.n i.f.f-i- I-atnne

; on the East :.idc is one af Scott's greatest creatioiis-
•('/ Mfrnlicr—.!^ pictured in Guy Mannerin'r ; v hile facing the We^t is

tli.> .ipproprinto figure of "The Last Minstrel," playing upon his harp.

Hut it is nuRily appropriate, that, as we skirt along the foot of
< :'((» TT.H, v/e turn o.'.t cyr^ to P,i:rii-, on his monjinont, addressing:
l-M n'iiir-h:

"All hail thy palaces and towers !

From marhine; wildly scatterfd flowers.
As on the banks of Ayr I stray'd.
And sin;inir, i(in>-. the lingering hourg,
I shelter in thy honour'd sh.ade."


