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Their labours are flot ended even when the usual]y sits from 2.30 p.in. to 6.30 p.ni. or
House rises; thcy have to prepare the re- 7 p.m., and the Senate much the saine. ln
ports for publication, revise thein and sec Germany, wflere they legisiate for 6 00
that everythiug is ail riglit, and they are 000 people thc session of the Reichs~tag
obliged te reinain bere for au heur after wc usually lasts from November until May,
go home. Is this just, is it right, Is it fair? and sits from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., and the Land-
should we flot consider this? Let me draw tag follows suit. The Hungarian H1ouse of
attention to one other thing wbich 1 noticed Deputies sits frei 10 a.m. until 2 p.
pnrticularly during the long session of 1903, andi the Hlousc of Magnates commence,
ai tiiere is notliiag like liringing these at il arin. In Italy tbcy legisiate for
things down to the concrete. The deputy *32,000.0N) people anti the Senate sits frir
clcrk, Mr. Laplante, had te stay here ail 3.3 pni. lintil 6 p.rn. or 6.30, and the
the time during that session and the sit- Chînniber of I eputics frei 2 p.iu. until
ti!îs -w eîv pîotraeted evcry aighit until after G li. and 'oînetinies 8 p.in. vitlî occa-
midnight. The resuit ivas that at the close -douai ioîrning: sittings. And -,vhat is
0f Uic session Mr. Laplante was net able the lirecedure in Japan, thc country of the
te stand upon bis feet and lie was teld by Mikado, which bas sprung s0 suddcnly inte
bis physician that as soon as it was possible importance and which takes rank among
lie mnst get awny and recuperate; it was the fereniost nations of the earth. In Japan
net medicine he wanted, but rest, absolute witli 50,000,000 people, the Diet sits fer three
rest. Now, have wc the right te exact this moeiths each ycar, the buse of Peers f rom
frein the empleyees of this parliament? is 10 a.nt te 4 p.m. and the House cf Repre-
there ne unmit te our persenal liberty? Per- sentatives frein 1 p.m. te 6 p.m. In the
senal libcrty bas its limits. For example, Netherlands the first Chamber cf the States-
1 have the right te swing mny arins in any General sits frein Il a.m. te 5 pani. and the
direction; that is my personal liberty. But second Chamber frein il a.m. te 4 pin. or
if I swing my arins tee close te John Jenes' 4.30 p.11. If these nations are able te do
nose xny persenal liberty stops there and thcir werk during the day turne why should
John Joncs' liberty begins. Have we the net we? The Pertuguese Certes meet at 2
rigbt te exact such labours frein flic meim- pan. for a four heur sitting and the session
hbers cf tlîls flIeuse as xviii render thîcin-l gencrally last about three menths. Trhe
-ornpc)tenh for perlîaps ail thec On.ys oft'ilîcir ordinary sessions of the Spanish Senate and

lives. 1 say îîe. I thik tue goerninint is Congrcss last six beurs and they legisiate
te semce extent respensible fer this, and tlîat fer 19,000,000 p)eople. The Swedisî Riîkst.ag
tbey should aim te put an end te 'existing9 usually sits frein January te June wvitb
conditions. New, Mr. Speaker, I wauit te miorning and evening sittings. Iii Switzer-
draw your attention tn another thing. Lt is land Uic sittiugs of flic Conseils hjeiin at
said tlmat if xve should venture te de tliis 1 8 a.m. in sunîmer aud 9) arn. in wviuter, and
terrible tbings niay happen ; that the ses- hasts until 1 lî.m. or 1.30 pan. And
sien -will neyer corne to an end, tlîat we will what about the United States whicb1 legis-
be hcre fer the whele year, that there are lates for 90,000,000 pîeople? There tic
lions la the path. Wecil, there may be liens Ileuse cf lieire.,cntntix s ineets generall.y
iii tic way wýhiclî 4Fint-Ilcrt' secs, but iny at il a.m. anti the Senate ineets at neoon and
contention is tliat if you advancc yen %vill usnally the sittings haIst until about 4 p.in.,
find that these lions arc stuffed witb straw. aud onhy on extraordinary occasions (Io they
There is ne necessity of our being fright- have niglit sittings.
ened. If other natiens of thc world are able New, Mr. Speaker, if ail these nations -ire
te de ail their legishation during the day able te carry on their legisiative WVork effec-
tinie surehy w-c ought te be able te do the tually <luringte flihdy tiîîe. ' urely tliis
sain e. Let aie point eut wbat the hegis- I ouse of Corninns eught te be able to ae-
latures of other countries de, and if tbcy do complisb its duty by closing at lo.*;t-
It why flot we? Are we hacking in intelli- at night. And w-he asks for these long
gence; arc we more hacking in force than heurs frein us? Are our constitueuts de-
are our ncighbours? Surely net. In Ans- înanding tliis ? Is the press cieaanding il?
tria, with a I)ptiation of 47,000,000, flue IS ny one asking fer this? 01 flhc cou-
Reicbsratb-both Houses-sits frein (icte- trary, w-e kuiow full wl'h tat niany ut car
ber te June; the hoecr chaniher tbrec ani censtituents uipbraqid ils ani ask uis wlîv it
four days a week froni il a.m. te 4 pin. or is that w-e keep sncb abominable heurs.
5 pin. There are ne night sittings at ai i Thcy even accuse us of cheosing the dark-
and yct they arc able te legislate for 47,000,- ness rather than the light becanse our deeds
000 people. In the Belgian Chamber whicli arc cvii. That iuay be truc and it inav
legishates for a population of 7,000,000 tbey not, but it is certain that nobedy is exact-
sit four days a week frein 1.45 pin. te 5.30 ing these heurs froîn us except ourselves.
p.m. and occasienally frem 10.30 a.m. to Under these circuinstances I canet sec whiy
12.45 p.m. te expedite business. LIn Dci- we cannet sberten our heurs of sitting aud
mark the Folkething sits froin baîf an bour thus add very nîuch te the bcalth and cein-
te, four and a haîf heurs, and the Launds- fort of every meinher here.
thing for tbrec heurs. The French Chanîber Itiglit Hou. Sir WILFRID) LAURIER
ef Deputies, which legishates for 40,000,Wt0, (Prime MNinister). -.Ir. Speaker. I w-,ould

Mr. A. Ab. WRIGHT.


