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difference between these two methods, it
surely will be admnitted that the sustentation
scheme is miost thorouglily ini accord witlh the
principles of aur Churcli, and that it appeals
to the Christian conscience as the other
does not, and tlîat,theyefore, it is the scheme
which, we ouglit to adopt in our Chiurcli.

But here is the second question. Lias not
the supplemental sohieine of the U. P. Clirch,
in Scotland been a great. success. Unîxesita-
tingly 1 reply ithbas not ! It lias (1011e good ser-
vice siîice it caiiie into operation, but it bias
depended lirst and last rather upon the large
donations of the few tlion the steady syste-
matie giving af the many, and it bias required,
ini ordor to reachi its, present position, to be
aided by an extra effort which it may prove
very (liffictilit to, inaintain. In lIX7e, thero
was about $-60,00)0 contributed ta the aug«--
mentation fund of the U. P. Churcli, and
that sum was divided over 121-0 con gregat ions,
wvhereas in the saine ycar, aver $300O,000 %vas
contributed to the sustentation fuind of the
Froe Church of -Scotland, and dividcd over
600) congregations. he U-. P. Chuî-eh bas
beon confined very mucli to towns and
cities up tili recent ycars, and tiierefore lias
flot aîîything like the sanie number of con-
gregvation,; requiring aid as are to ha fotindl in
the Froc Chur-ch, and ivhen ive are told that
her supplemnenting plan is successful,we mnust
ask would it succeed ivere lier field as wvide
as tlîat of the Free church, andi woulil it

work s smothlyand regularly froni y car to
year, "-cre it recjuired to pi-oduce so, large a
sum as we have mentionod above ? The tes-
timony of sonie of the best financiers iii the
U. P. Church coui(i be quoted as to the de-
fecis of the augmentation scheinc and the
advantages of the Free Church incthod.

But ive now coîn ta the titird qîuest ion.
Supposing this sustentation fwînl ivaL esta-
blished, whbat eflcet wvould it have uipon the
schemes of the Church? Would it not take
away money frani our Colcges and aur Home
and Foreiga Missions? 1 answver, on the
contra-y it %would tend ta help) ail the
schemes. Set y-our ininisters firce froin <lebt
and difficulty. and encourage your new and
struggling cangregations 1by put tiiîg it ivithin
thieir power ta eall an efficient pastor. and at
once you will sec sueh Ioyalty in seekîing to
further the waork of the Chîurich as ive have
neyer known before. Many ivere afraid af
the extra effort inade this venr on behiaîf of
Home Missions, lesqt it should craniîp the
giving ta the other sleemes, but ail tiiese
lear., have been put to fizlit by thediecavery
tiat all the qchem.rs ha.ve g-inedl rathier than
lost t-hraugh the appc:il made on behali of
Home -Missions. Sa it will be where tiiere is
a properly w'îorked sustentation fund, it ivill
nat retard the Churc]îs prog-res;, but assist
it ighÎàtily. Such lias been the resuit in

Scatland, England, and Ircland, andi 1 ani
sure sucli iould be the rosult licro also.

The laurth question is a miore gonerai one.
"lWhat are the main di{liculties, in the way
af establishing suchi a feind as you propose.
in this cauntrv."1 There are niny miinai
difficulties which %-e lieur about ;'eî- oiten,
such as the extent-of the territary ta ha, ca-
vered, the poverty and neiiess oý the couni-
try, the want af iîorogeneity in aur Chiireh,
the cunibrous natur-e af the inachine-v i-
(fuired, &c., but none of those diflicuiltb-s, are
formidable enough ta dlaunt uis, ai-d will
easily be met anc by anc as they are raised.
The main dificulties are af a muclh more se-
rious kzind. The first one in my apprehension
arises fri-an the spiritual condition of aur
Cliurcbi. A sustentation fuind can onlv be
liapefully launched in a living church, tbr it
is based entircly uipon Christian pi-inciples.
If ive hiad the spirit of the Apostolie Chur-ch
when its niembei-s brought their possessions
and laid thern at the Apastles' feet, and ina
mani said that ought hoe passessed wa4 bis
ow-n, we wauld ho certain of success, but it
is a seriaus question, bois' will such a fund
succeed %vlere there is so much warldliness
and selfishness as is ta lie found amaong us ?
A shresvd eIder said ta mne a year ago, 1 do0
not approve af yaur scheme because thcx-e
are iiniister-s who ss-ill take adv'antage of the
fund and sas', Il1 need iîat care for my sti-
pend is secui-ed,"e and azain tiiere ai-e con-
g7regations Whîo will lean an the fend instead
af exerting tbe mselves i a pay their awn way.
1 answei-ed that lie had certainly nientioned
the veiry strangest arguinientagainst the fund,
naniely, that the total depî-asity of the bu-
mnan bieart stood in its %vay, bwat il
you think af oui- Chui-ch if in public Assein-
l>!y it should declare thiat tlîis fend camnat
be establislicd because neitlier oui- ministers
or peopIle ai-e ta be triisted ? M-v fîiend
fouriff thiat bis argument w-as a dangei-ous
one, and I tbink hie will nat use it at the
next Arsembly. But another aspect of this
saine difficulty is eantintially suggÏFested ta
nie. The îicher congregatians will not do
tlîeix- duty, and the ministers Wvho occupy
oui- city charges will abject to the fund.
Again. 1 admit that this is a gre-at (lifiiCulty,
foi- many oi aur- (-ity chai-gos ai-e buî-dened
witlî great deLts which bhampe- theni in giving
liberal aid ta the sceîines ws it is, aîîd any
adl(itianal sti-ain wauld bo foît as oppressive;
and 1 bave lieaî-d the statenient frani a city
nainister, 1-We arc doing very w-cIl, why can
yau nat lot is ane"Hem-e again, it is total

(ipaiythat stands iii thé- way, talcing the
fax-m af selfxslhness, and the anly hiope is that
friends W-ho bave sucb a lais opinion of aur
large cangregations and ai oui- city nîinisters
will ho put ta the blush by sceilg their
entlîusiasmn and liberality iwhen the tume


