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THE COMMERCIAL.

CHEAPER PUEL.

The reduction in the price of wood
which has been going on in Winnipeg for
the Inst two weeks, is only the natural
autcoriio of & policy of carrying the mar-
ket on the part of the dealers, with the
intention of holding up prices in opposi-
tion to the natural law of supply and de-
mand.  During last winter famine prices
were reached in & number of loeal pro-
ducts, notably wood and hay, and it is
but natural, that an expectation of a re-
turn of these should linger in the minds
of thoso who were interested in high
prices, and events have so turned as to
seriously disappoint this class.

Among the many effects of the collapse
of the real cstate hoom of last winter
and spring, was the compulsion of pro-
miscous speculators to look for other
sources of investment and to the
credit of some of these unsettled indi-
\iduals be it said, that they employed
their spare funds towards the develop-
ment of local products in lines where the
expense of plant and machinery were
light. The two commodities we have
mentioned, wood and hay, attracted con-
siderable attention. Those who went in-
to hay cutting were not likely to be more
successful than those who went into wood
cutting, bvt prairie fires helped them
out to some extent, and although they
have no chance of reaching the famine
prices of last spring, here is not much
chance of a glut of the local hay market.
In wood speculators “ave fared worse.
Heavy cutting operaticns have been car-
ried on by theregular woud dealers, and
the enormus quantity of wood which the
C. P. R. have discarded in favor of coal
hasalso been thown upon the market,
thus completing the glut, and completely
crushing the last hopes of a profit to the
speculative operutors.

It does sgem strange that the regular
wood contractors did not foresee this
state of affeirs some months ago. Through
the fall and early winter their inexorable
figures were $7 to 7.50 for poplar and 89
for tamarac, and the fact that a redue-
tion in coal might aflect their business
never seemed to enter their minds. A
reduction of $1a cord would have caused
raany to he ve contracted for wood instead
ot coal fc¢ their winter’s fuel, and made
the demand for the former much greater.
Theére ¢au'be no doubt, but the propor-
tion of -coal to ‘wood fuel in Winnipeg

s'much greater this winter than last, and

the holding up of wood prices varly in
the season has hod much to do with
this fact.  The city of Winnipeg is now
in the position of having a gluttéd wood
market, and reduced demand for wood,
and motters are so fortunately arranged
for the consumers, that conl dealers can-
not advance prices cither. A reaction
will doubtless set in next season, and the
supply of wood will be much shorter, hut
coal via Thunder Bay will then be reach-
ing the city and a corner on fuel would
be rather a diflicult undertaking to carry
out. At present there is overy prospeet
of wood retailingin the city at 85 a cord,
and the fact takes a great amount of bit-
terness out of the blast of “Old Borens.”

The wood glut is another sample of the
folly of trving to hold up an over-crowded
market, a folly which sharper men than
the wood dealers of Winnipeg have been
guilty of, But it has auother lesson, and
that appeals to a certain class who im-

. . . o
- agine that there is & fortune in shipping

any class of goods to a Winnipeg market.
Even the omniferous maw of the Mani
toba capitol can be over-satinted, and not
afew ave finding this fact out to their
cost. There is some excuse for shippers
at a distance mistakingthe temlencies and
capacity of the market here for goods
which have to be imported, but it does
seem sheer folly for speculators to caleu-
{ate upon famine prices for such products
as cord wood and hay, which nature has
provided in such plenty at the very gates
of the city,

Winnipeg Wholesale Trads.
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, CARRIAGES, ETC.
In agrienltural machinery itself, the trade

during the week has been very light. A few
actua? sales of plows to cruntry retailers being
all the transactions. The central houses in the
city are beginning to receive some goods for
spring trade, and heavy copsignments are now
on the way to this city. Some few consign-
ments have been sent to branch warehounses
during the week, and the stocking up of these
will be commenced carly this scason s0 as to
avoid the mistakes caused last spring by the
break up. In sleighs and cutwers there has
been considerable business done, but the bulk
of that trade is over for the season, and only
immediate wants are what retailers huy for,
HOOTS AND SHOES.

1715 hranch of trade is anything but active
at pn.acnt. A few-prders for-sorts have comeu
in Caring the week, l{ut tlu, winter's trade js
v 1rtuully over, and 1o goods of any account \ull
b2 handled fora month to come. Orders for
spring goods haye Veen taken during, the weck
.or deli ery in:February, hut none of the whole-

rale dealers have received any auantity of their
spring stcek, although heavy consignments are
on their way aud will artive inside of o fow
weeks,  Collections are reported veasonably
good, and there is a general fecling of aatisfac.
tion witl the scason’s trade now past,
CLOTHING

During the week there Fas heen quite a num.
her of orders for sorts in this line of business,
hut tindo may be said to be mther quiet, Some
onders for spring goots have come in during the
week, and quite o share of spring atock is now
on ita way to the city. Some wholesale meén
are ahout to start for enstern markets to finish
purchages A quiet spell is expected for a few
weeks, but with the opening of the year -the
bustle of receiving new goods will commence.
Stocks are low at present, and the work of
ballancing up for the scason is going on.

CROCKERY AND GLARS WARY.

verything is hustle in this line of business,
and the week has been one of great activity.
Tho teade in funcy goods for the holiday season
hns been' héavy. Staple goods are also in steady
demand in both city and country, nnd a hopeful
feeling pervades the trade.  Quite a number of
opening orders from new points have been re-
ceived during the week, und the aren of ppera-
tions is steadily widening.

DRY GOODS.

There i3 u very yuiet feeling in this hranch of
husiness, and the trade of the past sweek has
been very limited indeed. The temporary
activity of two weeks ago has subside . and
some houses feel slightly disappointed ..t the
trade in sorts has fallen away so suddenly.
Both from city and country the demand is very
slow, and a lutl of a few weeksis gmu'a“) ex-
pected. A few orders for spring goods for
future delivery have been received, but even in
these lines the trade done is very limited.
Collections are reported only fair, and a con-
siderable improvement is lgoked for as the new
year opens up.  The quict feeling is more ox.
trame than was anticipated, but houses were
doubtless basing their calculations upon the
rughing trade which has been done during the
fall and early winter, which will account for
the disappointment of a few.

DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.

A good steady. business kept up in this branch
until a few days ago, when a quietness set in
and has since continued. Travellers have
started out within a weck, and refurns from
them are expected to liven matters’up - during
the present week. There have beesino-aote-
worthy change in the prices. of any class of
goods, and no unusual demard, jn any specinl
lines. Althuugh a quictiess prevails. the trade
is in a very henlthy state, and collections are
reported reasonably good. The feeling of the
trade is decidedly hopeful.

FANCY GOODY AND SMALLWARES,

The reports of the week from this branich of

-irade ave.of the most encouraging description,
-and are quite in contrast with the .dull;feeling

m other bmnchcs. The city trade is specially
;xctxvc, while a steady demand, comcsfrom the
country Houses are pushed.to get oirt-orders
in- falicy -goods for. the: holiday- trade,.and in



