
THE COMMERCIAL.

ÇIIEAPER FUEL.
The rodrc tioui ii th:e uice of wooul

whichlia becî"1 goiig ciu ini W'iîunipeg, for
tho Iast two w-eeks, ks oul the nattîral
oUteColùo of a policy of cau-ryiiug the juiar-
ket on the part of the dealers, Nvith the'
intention of holing up pricem ii ohp0osi-
filu t'O tho niatuiral law of Supphy and <le-
nîaîid. Duriîîg Iast iiter famîinîe price"

*cre rcached iii a nuier of local lpro-

duîcts, lîotably wood aiid liay, alid it ks
but inttral, thiat aiu expectation of a i--
turii of thiese slioud liniges iii the suiiidS
of tiioso wlîo wero interested in luigl
prices, aîîd evouas hlave so tuii-ued ais to
seriously <isapI)oint titis clasm.

Aliiong tlîo nialîy efflct-S of thie celilise
of the real estate lînoin of lnst %viites-
and spriîg, w-ns tlie Compulsionî of piro-

tîuiscoits Specuhators to loo1k for othier
source of investissent anîd ta thie
credit. of sorte of thue.s iuîisettled iuîdi-
'.]duals lie it said, tlînt tlîey eiiploycui
tlîcir spare fuunds townu-ds tîn' develop-
muent of local produets la lisse-% .iiei-e tice
exjîense of plant auîd miachiîiery w-ci-
ligliL Tite two counîodities we hiave

niuentioned<, w-eod auxd îay-, attracteul coii-
siderable attuîti'u. Titose w'o "-cuit iii-
to ha>' cutting were itot likely t» be more
successful titan those w-ho weîit itito wootl
cutting, luit prairie tires liell)e(l theui
out te sonne extet, anti rlthougli the3-
have 110 charce of meachin-g the faîiiiiî

-prices of hast spriuug, there is utot usuelcs
chance of a- g1tut of the local lîay mnar-ket
In wood speculators 'zave fared w-euse.
Heavy cutting opeî-ath.iis huae beeii Car-

ried on by the -egtulau- %uîod dealer-s, aid
the enorînus quantity of ivood w'hiicl tlîe
0. P. -R. have discarded iii fiuvor of coal

lias also been thowa upout thte umarket,
thus comnpletiîîg the glut, auud conuphetely
crushing the hast hupes of a profit ta the
speculative operittoS

It docs seem stratîge titat the reguhar
wood contracters did not fore-sec titis

state of affairs sonie nontlîs ago. Thi roug-ît
the fall and cari>' -vinter their inexorable
figures -were $7 ta 7.350 for poplar aîîd '89
for tamarae, and thue tact that a redue-
tion in zoal niit afrect thteir business
tiever seemed to enter- their iflifl(s. A
.,eduction of $1 n cord -,vould have cau scd
r.4any ta he ie contracted for wood istcad
oï coal f't their winter's fuel, auîd mnade
the denand for the fourner inuch greater.
Thérle caunbe zio'do.ubt, but the propor-
tion of coal te wood fuel ia ýViunQipcg
s'.riieh greater tItis wiriter-thatii ast anci

the hldhing til of wood prices varly in
the senson lins 110(1 inucli to Io with

Maiis fact The cityv of W'h.îi peg ks no%%
iîî the positioîî of hiavinig a glutùid -wood
miarket, ait(] reduced cleniaîîd for wood,
and illttérs are si) fortiiiintely îirraig(
for tilt coinsîlniers,, that (out denIers cati-
not îîdvîuce jîrices vitlicr. A miaction

1 will douitl..ss svt in lit-Nt Season, aîîd tilt
supply oif woo<d wfll Il(, umatch siiorter )t
citai vin Th'Iunder flii wvill theu iî e rench-
jimg tshe Ci tv auîd a Conier ont fuel nl
ii' ratln'r si diticuîlt, usiiertnkiiig to carry
out. At preseit there is overv prospectIof woo(l ret4iilingë ii i lt.i City at $35 a cord,
aiid tilt filet tak-es a rea-àt anlieunt of lait-
terness ont of the lisnst of IlOh lor .

Tite wood gt isaattier saiîle of the
folly of trving te hl ils tpais over-crowded

m iarket, at follyv wlîicl slîarper mna than
the wood ileadens of Winnipeg ]lave ])elau
ruuiltv of, But it lia,% aîîotlîe lessoti, and

that appeals to a Certain Class whiin-.
agil1te that tiiere is a fortune in shipping,
any class of gonds to ai Winnipeg mîarket.
Eveu the onuuiferous unia% tif the 'Mani
toba capitol rait lie o;-er--atiated, and not,
a ft-% are fiîîding titis fart out to thteir.
cost. 'There ks sonute excuse for shippers
at a list-tlice nulistinlgthie tenilencies ani
capacity of the miarket lucre for goods
wh1iclu have to lie iînported, but it does
seen 'slîîer folly for speeulastors, to Caïeu-

ilitte tipoiî famille pr ces foi- Suci i>iod(lt
as cord 'vood anîd iuay, %w)îiciî 1aturc lias
provided in. suchli leîtt nt tilt- very' 'ates,
of the City,

Winnipeg Wbfolesate Trado.

li agricultim-il îuîaclîinery itself, the traite

Ilitrlng the wcek liaîs heen v.n-y liglit. A few
aetîîa! sales of îîlowsi ta c-nitry retailers bcing
ailt the transactions. Tite central homses in tilt
City arc beginining to î-oceivc soune poils for
spring traite, andi leavy coiisibgnîncnzts are noiv
oui the way to titis City. Soilîc fewV êonsign-
uncnts liavêt beent sent ta lîrancliwnehue
dîîring the week, aiîd the stocking tup of tiiese

,avili.lhe coîirnenccd carly titis stuasea s0 as to
avoid tic îîistak-es Caused last spriiug by tho
break up. Iii sleighs and cnt..ers tiiore lits
becs) couisillerble busiiosi doncO, bot the biilk
of that traite is ov-er for tlîo =esois, and ouily
ininiedlite wants arc wlîat; retailers huy fdr.

1100OTS AND> $1105.

:brandit of traite il; anytluiîig but active
at Prebeiit A cjv-w <ndors% for, sorts9 have cousu

g, t.irn the %%,ek, 1ut; the winter's trao
virtînII otor, a1d ic .,'oods of any atcotint w1ilI

1-'-li.tidled fora inoantî to corne. Orders fol:
sprîug gÔodls haves licen'tatken diiring.-tlhc %vck
or dc'. cry iii,:Februanry, Iluit ioine of tlc ýyhole.

sale dcalers have receivc4d nny atiantity ci -thicir
Ppring BitcCk, altitougli licavy coisiginients are
oit tlieir wvay liit wilI artivas iiisido of il feuv
w-ecks. Collectionis are rcilorteil rcntoiunhly

goa 1, lisait tlmerc in a geiîerni feeling of Pâtisfnc.
tion witliU fthe IsU8illa traite iîow lint.

Duîritig the %%-et- tlere 1-ns Iîecu <juite a allant-
lber of orders for sorts iii thlisse of biusiness,
l'ut tilc inny ]le salul te ho ratlerî1quiet, Sontie
ordrem for sriig gools bave conin lhiriîig the
m eek, allait allaite a slinuu tif laprisîg stock in aloi%
oii it< wny to the city. .Soulie wliolesale mièii
are about ta start for eiisteris iiiarket8 ta thuiili
plii-clîaes A quiet ispeli isi expceted for a fc%%
,iecks, huit witli tlîo openiiig of the y'enr tue
husBtle of rccei-iug utei goods wîili Commeince.

ýStocks lire Iom lit present, allait the work of
liallîîuieiîig aii for tlio scasn iii going oit.

uiîuiKKIKR AND' <.L.ss, WÀiY.

Eeieythilig is, Iltstie ini tlîs lisse of hîwsiîiuse,
nd thie week lins heeil alne of g.reat lictivity.
Tite traite in iti uy poi<ls for tlîe holiday seasoit
lilas bren' liavy. Staple good.i arts AlSO iii SteadI
deinîînuî iii both city lisit coiuntry, nuitî a liopieful
feelinug îîcrvaîlcsi the traite. Qîîitc a iuunher of
olleuiuug orclers frein iîew poinits ]lave been r-
eivect durilig the wveeIc, allit the nreu of Piera-

tiouîs isq 8teadily widiioîig.

Pilay fl*0011.

'ihere ià it very quiet fecliug lu titis Praiicli ci
Ihttîsiiess, and thLu taile cf thç liat "w-ek luis

laema very liîîîited iiiueed. Tite tenîpornuy3
nvtivity of two weeks ago luis sisid- .and
soeine lionse fel sliglitly ulisaîppointed - t, the
trite iii sorts lias falil nwaay ti0 sucienlly.
Botlî frontî City ndu counîtry the demaniud i8 very
slow, ait a 11111 of a fee w e *-k% is la eneralY ex-
j)ect4ld. A few% ordlers for spriuîg gaoda for
future delivoî-y hiavé e îc rectiveIl, but maln iii
tiiese lises tlîe tritde dlotte us iCry- limite(].
Collections are repoîrted oîîly flair, auid a coua-
sidemible iiîîjroveiieut is looel for as tluo aion

yeu opu alt. Tite~ quiet feelinig i8s *luore _%.
trentîe titan w~a% tintieipated, but liouses were
douihtles l'asiuig their calculationi; ipiou tlt.
n-usliug traie wli olits ien (lonie duriug the
fait. nd early %visiter, wiol, iih account for
tlie ofeîpiîtîei 41 fcwv.

DIMuiOsSN CuiEMICAJ.$..

A gooal stecdybîusinîsskepttnp iii this brandi
cuiti) a few days age, wlici a quictness set n

nid lias Biuîce coîîtintîcd. Travellers lav-e
started ont witlîiî a %veck, aid 'reirus fronti
thorai are oxpectecd te liven rnatters' iîp -ditring
tlîc prmsnt week. Tliore have beeuî'ît-noIotc.
wortlîy chmngîe iii tîte prices9 of aîîy clams of
poils, aiid rio uinusutal deinn.d. iii any specinl

linoes. Mltutugli a qtuuices prevails, tlîc tuîde
is iii a vcry lîeulthy state, and collections are
reportcd reasosnably goed. The feeling of tlii
traite is decialedly bopeful.

FANCY 0000$; AND 8SMALLWVAICsS.

The,îoreports of the week froni titis bra,îch of
.trde are.of.Uie muost enicouraging alescripioi
mild are qutite iii coitrast; witIk the (Iun,.fceilig
iii otlier branches. 'flic City tradte is epecially
active, wh*lile a stcady doutaisd;cenes1uýn-î tilt
country.. JfQuuse arc pusid-tO getotrd s
la faniey goods for. the holiday- trailô,anl iii
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