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"hope deferred which maketh the heart uick " 'ho feit ini n'o amal
meaalzr; and ho wua led to do nome very nnwiae actL At a
aomewba't early otage in his judicial career, ho exhibited his
want cf judgment-I had almost said cf aom=on sense anid com-
moni decency.*

,George Rolph, who is described by Mackenuie as.." an Eng-
lsh Barristert, and who was called to the Bar of Upper Canada,
Trinity Terni, 2 George IV., '821, wus practising ini Dundsa: ho

*Dant In hie "&tory of the Upper Canadian Réobellion," vol, 1. p. 168, says
that the judgnient of Mr. Jutoice Willis ia Roip& vi. simte et ca. was the
"1very tiret judginent ever rendered b y him." Thtis la an error; in addition
to what appears ia the official Terni Books we have the -following statement
in Willis' Narrative: "ýOn ithe l9th of November (1827), the Iast day of
Michaeimas tern, judgment was given in two cases; in the iret I différed
with both my brother judges. And he shews that it was an action for
malicious proseeution brought by a tailor againet an employer who had
pr<Aecuted hlm for theft, und adds, "Itis was the tiret in which 1 gave
any jutignient that was not quite of course." la the other case the two
puiene justices, ï8herwood and Willle, were of the saine opinion, but the
Chief Justice (Camipbell), dissented.

Dent la equally ia error in saying "'ao hint of partiality had ever been
heard against hlmi. There bad -been no opportuaity for any display of par-
tiallty by hlm, for he then took his seat uposi the Beach for the firet tinte."
He had in May, 1828, been upon the Beach for two full ternis, hie liud him-
ont April llth an open dispute with ýthe AttoYney-General, charging hina
withi neglect of duty la net prosecuting those who had deetroyed Mac-
kenzie'.e press-aa<l generally bac! shewn himself not well diaposed to the
Goyernitent. Publiec ommennt was not wanting.

Dent's mîstake probably amise fi-cm a misapprehiension of a passage in
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Peregrine EMaitland's dispatch to the Colonial
SecretarF of June Oth, 1828. Hle says: "In the tiret cl eever tried by
hîi he began an excitenient to which our Courts of Justiace have neyer ho-
fore gîven occasion, by proceedings w-hieh have beern already referred to
your eonsideration.2'

The Lieutenant-Governor ls apiparently, by Dent, eupposed to be refirrlng
te the case of Roiph v. Simons et ai., but inch le not the fact. What hie
refera to le the firet tinte Willis ever presided ln a trial court, civil dr
crîmînal, in tJpper Canada or elsewhere, whlch was April 11-th, 1828, when
Patrick Colline, editor of the (lamadian Freemen, was to be trled for libel.
On tItis occasion Willis allowcd Colline to make a vicious attack upon
the Attorney-General, and hîmef went ont of hie way to admuiister a
rebuke to that officer wholly undeserved and *ffectlvely reseated on the
$pot.

t-Gerge Rolph was net an Eiigllsh Barriâter, as Mackenzie thought. Dr.
.RolpIt was citlled te the Bar of Upe aaa upon hie standing ai a
inember of the Inner Temple, ia MichaeImas Terni, 2nd George l.- -.but
George wia admitted on the books of the Law Society as a student-at-Ilew,
Sitturday the lait day of Trlxxlty Terni, 86 George 111., 1816, as beingunder
articles of clerkahip, arnd he was ealled Saturday the Oth day of TrlnltY
Terni, 2 George IV., 1821, havlng proved hîs service for five years as a
student-at-law in Upper Canada.


