
2 Recollections of Sixty Years
convert the Indians. His son, Eliakim, was the 
great-grandfather of Sir Charles Tupper. It was 
Eliakim who migrated from Connecticut and estab­
lished the Tappers in King’s County, Nova Scotia, 
taking possession in 1763 of Crown lands vacated 
by the deported Acadian French. The statesman’s 
father, the Rev. Charles Tupper, D.D., was a man 
of great force of character, a gifted linguist and an 
eloquent preacher. Sir Charles received his edu­
cation at Horton Academy, Wolfeville, and later 
took the medical course at the University of Edin­
burgh, graduating in 1843, and being admitted to 
membership of the Royal College of Surgeons. 
Returning to Nova Scotia, he began practice in his 
native county, Cumberland, making Amherst his 
headquarters. His great ability, dominating per­
sonality, and proficiency in his profession soon 
attracted public attention.

In person he has been described as of medium 
height, straight, muscular and wiry, and with in­
tense nervous energy, which gave him quickness of 
movement and ceaseless mental activity. For twelve 
years he lived and worked as a general medical 
practitioner, in a district which entailed long 
journeys in all weathers—but from which he ex­
tracted the utmost pleasure. The harder the work 
the more he enjoyed it; the more difficult the 
problems he had to face the greater his delight 
in tackling and conquering them.

On the hustings, with a courage which never 
failed him, he crossed swords with the Hon. Joseph 
Howe, whom he drove from power not many years 
later. In 1855 Dr. Tupper, yielding to the solicita­
tions of his friends, accepted the party nomination.
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