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are, the stream of conversions has continued to 
flow, and the spiritual impulse has been maintained, 
despite many changes in manners and modes of 
thought. The old tradition of Methodism being 
an aggressive force, embodied in the apt phrase 
“Christianity in earnest” is still true, as it em
phasizes the great spiritual forces of religion, as 
distinguished from ceremonial and even church 
organization, as the essentials of our faith ever 
abide within. The message of the apostle of Meth
odism in the Maritime Provinces was charged with 
great truths based upon doctrine and experience, 
and the power which swayed the people under his 
preaching, has remained as an abiding spiritual 
force. In Blaok’s Journal we have a charming bit 
of autobiography, which reveals the inner life of a 
man who has become a historic figure, and yet he 
had no desire for fame. He was an evangelist 
first and last, begetting influences more abiding 
than the centuries, and if you would estimate his 
worth, and measure the value of his work, look 
around. He lived in a religious atmosphere of 
his own making with the help of God, he learned 
the triumphant secret of religion, and he gave a noble 
challenge to the world, in a heroic life for Christ. 
The pulse of his life beats still in the twentieth 
century in the Maritime Provinces of the Domin
ion.
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