
X CANADA IN FLANDERS.

haustive diaries and reports on all occasions of 
importance. I have particularly in my mind’s eye 
the case of Brigadier-General (then Lieut.-Col.) 
Tuxford, of the 5th Battalion, who with his regi
ment conducted a most heroic defence of the extreme 
right of the position during the Second Battle of 
Ypres.l'His regiment was, in fact, the pivot of the 
retirement, and, had it given way, very few of the 
1st Division would have come back to tell the tale. 

f The General is well known as a man of action and 
a brilliant soldier, and is perhaps, therefore, though 
well qualified to write, little disposed to do so, and 
so it was long after the stress and conlusion of the 
great conflict that I became fully aware of the part 
that he and his regiment had taken. Yet his defence 
of the Gravenstafel Ridge was a great feat of arms, 
well worthy of the 7th Division, the Household 
Cavalry, and the Guards Brigade, who had fought 
up and down that bloodstained soil against over
whelming odds in the autumn of 1914.

I hope to make all mistakes good in some final 
edition of “ Canada in Flanders ” ; if not, posterity 
will vindicate any who have been wronged by 
accident. But in return for such confessions as I 
have made, I would give one word of warning to 
the critics. The original twelve battalions have 
become an army corps, and if one division or 
another happens to find itself involved in a great 
battle, it is not unnatural that the attention of the 
public should be concentrated on its achieve
ments, failures, or losses, even though the others 
are doing their work equally well. Fortunately, 
or unfortunately, the turn of each division comes, 
and the 1st is known by Ypres, the 2nd by St. Eloi,


