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posed settlement of the problem that might be put forward, provided
it complied with the conditions laid down by her.

In spite of this conciliatory communication, the German Govern-
ment on the 18th (31st) July demanded of the Russian Government
that they should suspend their military measures by mid-day on the
19th July (1st August), and threatened, should they fail to comply,
to proceed to general mobilisation.

On the following day, the 19th July (1st August), the German
Ambassador, on behalf of his Government, forwarded a declaration
of war to the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

SazoNor.

No. 78.

Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Russian Representatives
Abroad.

(Telegram.) St. Petersburgh, July 20 (August 2), 1914,

It is quite evident that Germany is now doing her utmost to foist
upon us the responsibility for the rupture. We were forced to
mobilise by the immense responsibility which would have fallen upon
our shoulders if we had not taken all possible precautionary measures
at a time when Austria, while confining herself to discussions of a
dilatory nature, was bombarding Belgrade and was undertaking
general mobilisation.

The Emperor of Russia had promised the German Emperor that
he would take no aggressive action as long as the iscussions with
Austria continued. With such a guarantee, and after so many proofs
of Russia’s desire for peace, Germany neither could, nor had the right
to, doubt our declaration that we would joyfully accept any peaceful
settlement compatible with the dignity and independence of Servia.
Any other solution, besides being incompatible with our own dignity,
would assuredly have upset the European balance of power by
securing the hegemony of Germany. The European—nay, the world-
wide—character of this dispute is infinitely more important than the
pretext from which it springs. By her decision to declare war upon
us, at a moment when negotiations were in progress between the
Powers, Germany has assumed a heavy responsibility.

SAZONOF.




